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TABLE 2. Frequency of occorrence of Collembola species by habitat type.
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Most of the species found in cultivated fields were cosmopolitan, cccurting
in both grassland and forest sites. All but five of the 23 species were present
in shelterbelts also. The absence of Sminthuridae (Table 2) may have been in-
fluenced by the lack of vegetative cover. Some species of sminthurids are reported
to be pests in alfalfa fields (Maynard 1951); the proportion of sminthurids may
have been different if samples had been taken from fields in which crops were
dense. Wallwork (1976) suggests that species diversity of soil fauna may be re-
duced by agricultural pesticides. The average number of species per site was higher
for cultivated fields than for prairie grasslands (Table 3), but 2 more informative
comparison would be to compare our values with those for similar cultivated
fields on which no pesticides were used.
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