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Note 

O BSERV.HIO NS OF MIGRATING SWAINSOI"S H AW KS IN W YO MING. 
Large-scale raptor migrations have been report ed for th e G reat Lakes and eastern 
regions of th e Un ited States but few da ta are availa ble on rap tor m igrat ion s in 
the weste rn U.S. (P. H ofslund . pe rs. com m.) . W e repoft observations of thr ee 
Swainson 's hawk (Buteo swainsonii migrations in Sheridan County. Wyo ming . 

The largest flock was sighted from 1109 to 1149 h r on 24 Ap ril 1979 over 
She rid an airport . Sing le an d groups of 50-200 h awks flew in a nor thw esterly 
d irection approxima tely 300 m above ground at a steady 64 -80 kph . O ur est imate 
of 2100 birds rep resent s one of the largest Swainson's hawk flocks ever reponed 
in No rrh Am erica . Cameron (1907 , Au k 24:24 1-270) reported a flock of 2000 
birds during April 1890 over the Powder River, Monta na. but few mod ern records 
ap proach th is figure . In late September 1980, conce nt rations of 700 and 300 + 
Swainson's hawks were seen in cen tra l Nebraska (1980, American Birds 34:177). 

We witnessed two addit ion al Swainson's ha wk m igrat ions ncar Sheridan : a 
flock of 100 on 21 Sep tember 1976 , and 200 on 23 September 1977 . O bserva­
tions in this region may indicate t hat th e Powder River and Big Horn Mou n ­
rains of \'V' yum ing an as fligh t lines for migra ting rap to rs. 

We th ank F. Kno pf, M. Bogan , and V. SCOtt for reviewing th is not e . ­
Step hel1). Martlil , U.S. Fish ana Wl1dlll e Service, Denver Wi/dille Research 
Center, 1300 B/ue Spruce Drive, Fort Co/lim, Colorado 80524 and Terren ce P. 
McEneaney , U.S. Fish and Wddll/ e Service, Red Rock Lakes Nation al W Ild/ife 
Ref uge, ;\1om'da Star Route, Box 15, Lima. M0l1tal1. 59739. 
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