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A comment contained in the report on Chri stmas Bird Counts in North 
Dakota a year ago no ted that th e weat her was more moderate tha n it had been 
in many years. In contrast the first hal f of the 1983 bird count period recorded 
record low temperatu res. Some areas experienced period s with as many as 10 
days with continuous ly below zero temperatures . Of the 14 counts made in th e 
area in 1983. eight were mad e d uring the first ha lf of the period and all of them 
repo ned high tcmperamres for the day that were below zero. Low temperatu re 
along with stro ng winds resul ted in a "wind chill" of - 58 d uring the Medo ra 
COU nt . "Wind chill" readings as low as - 95 were recorded duri ng the first half 
of the period in some areas of rhe state. 

During th e last ha lf of the period weather was more moderate with a 
temperatu re as h igh as 32° F, being recorded at Minot during thei r count on 
Ja nu ary 1. 1984. 

The 14 areas in which Christmas Bird Counts were made in 1983 are shown 
in Fig. 1. This is the lowest number of coun ts made in North Dakota since 1979. 

Fig . 1. Location of cou n t areas 

I . Medora 8. J. Clark Salyer Nation al Wildlife Refuge 
2. North Unit, Theodore Roosevelt Na tional Park 9. Du nseith 
3. Hazen to . Arrowwood National Wildlife Refuge 
4. Upper Souris Nati onal W ildlife Refuge 1L Valley City 
5. Garrison Dam 12. Tewaukc n National Wildlife Refuge 
6. Minot 13. Grand Forks-East Grand Forks 
7. Bismarck-Mand an 14 Fargo-Moorhead 

119 



NORTH DAKOTA CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT - 1983 
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Canada Goose I 1 
Mallard 163 1600 143 4 1908 
Amer i can Wi geon 2 1 2 
01ds quaw 1 1 1 
Common Goldeneye 300 2 2 302 
Bnffl eh ea d 1 1 1 
Common Mer gans er 150 1 150 
Red-breas ted Mergans er 2 1 2 
Bald Eag le 5 2 6 
Sharp-shinned Hawk 1 1 

l'.J .. ..Cooper' s Hawk 1:::: Nor th ern Goshawk 4 4 4 8 23 
Red - t a iled Hawk 2 1 2 
Red- tail ed (Ha r l a n ' s ) Hawk 2 1 2 
Rongh- l egged Hawk 1 3 3 
Golde n Eag le 8 6 14 
American Kes trel 1 3 2 3 6 
Merl i n 3 3 
Pra iri e Falcon 1 1 4 4 
~far tridg e 1 7 3 24 6 10 4 1 21 150 105 lQ 368 
Ri ng- necked Phea s an t 83 3 1 15 1 13 114 55 7 16 2 153 1 1 12 627 
Ruffed Gro use 1 1 I 
She rp- tailed Grouse 20 41 1 36 31 6 26 33 19 16 11 233 
Wild Turkey 3 73 3 18 39 16 55 7 207 
Glauc ous Gull 1 1 1 
Rock Dove 2 26 82 16 195 598 90 81 1143 960 10 3193 
Easter n Sc reech Owl 4 6 4 2 5 16 .. 
Gree t Ho rn ed Owl 2 3 3 7 6 5 3 1 2 12 4 11 14 61 
Snowy Owl 1 5 1 3 7 
Ba rred Ow l 1 1 1 
Sho r t -eared Owl 1 1 
Nort he r n Saw- whet Owl 1 1.. ..Red-belli ed Woodpeck er 1 
Downy Woodpecke r 2 5 8 4 6 21 20 8 6 27 20 60 13 19 4 ..Ha1r v 'Woodpeck er 2 5 4 9 20 24 14 4 14 28 63 13 188 



Nonhern Flicker 
Northern (Yel .-sh . ) Flicker " I .. 1 

3 
1 
1 

Horned Lark 22 370 1t,2 10 95 I t, 1 I 35 7 t, I 11 806 
Blue Ja y I I 17 2 3 17 8 7 51 20 22 6 I t, 9 It, 178 
Black-billed Hagpie t, l 6 5 13 10 7 10 I t, t,t, 7 I 11 158 
AlD er i can Cro.... 28 179 2 20 7 
Black- capped Chickadee 25 58 70 8 2 36 20 6 18 3 197 12 98 5 19 7 169 14 13t,5 
Boreal Chicka dee 3 I 2 t, 
Red- bre a sted Nutha t ch I 3 7 22 12 2 I " 9 t,9 
Whi t e-br ea sted Nutha t ch 2 3 21 5 60 51 22 17 36 70 I t, 29 1 
Brown Creepe r 2 3 I " I 19 6 26 
Gol den- cr owned Kinglet I I I 
Townsend ' s So l itaire 4 3 3 8 
Ameri can Robin 507 450 2 5 963 
Varied Thrush " I " 
Bohemi an Waxwi ng 690 1t,6 5 29 71 14 2 11 30 3 53 16 2 17 20 12 1730 
Cedar Wax.... i ng 68 22 t,3 6 29 3 6 17 1 
No nhern Shr i ke 3 2 I I 2 I 2 2 I 4 3 11 22 
Europea n St ar ling 5 10 8 15 7 149 190 " 8 36 25 296 1370 13 2 119 
Nor th e rn Ca rdi nal 1 1 I 
Am er ican Tree Spa r r o .... 24 10 156 16 44 87 6 92 3 12 t,t,3 
Whit e-thr oa t e d Spar r ow 4 1 4 
Harris' Sparro W' 23 1 23 

-~ Dark-eyed J unco 8 2 3 4 14 
Dark- eye d (Slate-col.) J unco 1 8 13 32 5 55 
Dark- ey ed (Ore . ) Jun co I 2 2 3 5 
La pla nd Longspur 
Snow Bunting 
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Red-Winged Blackbi rd 2 2 " 3 1 250 5 285 
Rusty Blackbi r d 8 8 9 t, 26 
Breve r l s Bl ac kbi r d 
Commo n Grackl e .. I 3 

I 
4 

I 
5 

Pur pl e Fin ch 18 " 19 3 t, 2 8 48 
Red Cr os s bil l 8 I 8 
Wh ite-Winged Crossbi ll 
Common Redpoll 2 45 8 

5 
34 I 10 0 56 637 * 2 25 
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Pine Siski n 5 1 59 4 29 94 3 35 28 123 9 823 
Amer i can Gol df inch 22 I 39 9 6 2 6 134 
Evening Grosbea k 23 I 7 6 79 2 6 118 
Hou se Sparrow 21t, 113 1099 900 268 115t, 2032 18 804 26 lO40 3 18 5t,28 38 10 14 172 24 

To t al Spe c i es and Ra ces 30 27 25 25 36 29 41 20 28 22 28 .17 35 3 2 73 
Total In divi dual s 172 3 142 5 18 5 2 14 28 31 34 2175 45 70 464 19 31 13 73 30 19 1060 8975 782 6 40 954 

Tot al Obs ervers 10 6 19 5 4 11 20 4 6 4 16 3 25 23 156 

Total Numbe r of Hour s 33 23 38 18 22 5 1 45 16 26 16 30 21 51 61 451 
Total number of Miles 
* Seen i n count are a dur i ng c o nn t 

3Ql, 
week but 

234 97 
no t on count 

194 
day. 

217 3 11 225 140 375 60 20 9 75 47 5 t,67 3383 



This reduced overall efforr was probably d ue in large p arr to rhe adverse weather 
conditions. A tota l of 156 observers wok parr in the 14 counts and a total of 
4 51 hours were spent. Th is t ime inclu des 8 1 ho urs at feeders and 11 h ours 
"owling" . 

One new species and one add itional race were added to the state Christmas 
Count list. The new species was the boreal chickadee, an accide nt al on th e North 
Da kota b ird list. It was seen in two locations - th ree were found at Minot and 
one at Dunseith . The addi tional race was the Harlan's race of the red -tailed hawk. 
Two of these ind ividu als were seen at Med ora . O ne h ad been seen ncar th is loca­
tion , and several in other areas of th e sta te d uring the precedin g fall . 

Th e American kestrel and eastern screech owl were new on th e Me-dora count 
an d th e red-breasted m erganser was new on th e Garri son Dam cou nt . Both the 
prairie falcon and the northern gosh awk were noted as being rare at Grand Forks. 
The sa w-whe t owl was unusual at Fargo . 

Golden eagles were seen in six areas with a total of 14 bi rds being recorded . 
Th is is th e great est nu mber of areas ever report ing lilt: species in one year. Th e 
no rthern goshaw k was part icu larly not able in numbers with a tot al of 23 birds 
being seen . Eigh t of the 14 areas found the goshawk with a high of seven in ­
dividuals being see n at Med ora , and four each at rhe Norrh Unit of Theodore 
Roosevelt Na tiona l Park, Upper Souris Nationa l W ild life Refug e and at D unseith . 
N ever before h ad more th an two indi vid uals been seen in any one are a 

Wild tu rkeys were reporte d from seven areas suggest ing that th ese birds may 
be becom ing m ore widely distributed . Rob ins were abund ant near the weste rn 
edg c of t he state with over 500 seen at Medora and 4 50 at th e Norr h Un it , but 
they were very low in num be rs elsewhere . Red- breasted nuthatches were unusually 
abu ndant at Mino t. 

Both species of crossbi ll were scarce , each being seen in only one locatio n 
and in low numbers. Snow bu ntings an d Lap land long spurs were as usual more 
com mo n in the easte rn ponion of th e state although som e snow buntings were 
seen in each area except Medo ra. 

Small finch es were fairly well d istributed. However, the American goldfi nch ­
es were much red uced in nu m bers from last year. Pine siskins wen: mo re 
nu me rous as were the common red poll. The even ing grosbe ak was seen in six 
areas but only at D unseith were nu mbers signifi cant . 

The on ly species seen in all reporting areas were th e great horned owl, blue 
jay, black-capp ed chickad ee , white -breasted nu tha tch and house spa rrow. 


