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NORTH DAKOTA CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT — 1983
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Canada Goose 1 1 1
Mallard 3 1600 43 2 4 1908
American Wigeon 2 1 2
Qldsquaw 1 1 1
Common Goldeneye 300 2 2 302
Bnfflehead 1 1 1
Common Merganser 15¢ i 150
Red-breasted Merganser 2 1 2
Bald Eagle 3 1 2 6
Sharp-shinned_Hawk 1 1 1
Cooper 's Hawk 1 #
Northern Geshawk 4 1 1 4 1 8 23
Red-tailed Hawk 2 1 2
Red-tailed {Harlan's) Hawk 2 1 2
Rongh-legpged Hawk 1 1 1 3 3
Golden Eagle 8 1 2 6 14
American Kestrel 1 3 3 6
Merlin 3 3
Prairie Falcon 1 1 4 4
Gray Partridge 24 6 10 41 150 10 368
Ring-necked Pheasant 83 114 35 7 2 1 12627
Ruffed Grouse 1 1 1
Sharp-tailed Grouse 20 36 31 26 19 16 11 233
Wild Turkey 3 18 16 55 7207
Glaucous Gull 1 1 1
Rock Dove 2 16 598 90 81 1143 16 3193
Fastern Screech (wl 4 * 6 2 5 16
Great Herned Owl 2 6 3 1 2 4 14 61
Snowy Owl 1 5 3 7
Barred Owl 1 1
Short-eared Qwl 1 1
Northern Saw-whet Owl 1 1
Red-bellied Woodpecker 1 *
Downy Woodpecker z 8 4 [ 20 8 27 20 13 194
Hairy Woodpecker 2 5 4 g 24 14 14 28 13 188



1{1

Northern Flicker

1

Northern (Yel.-sh.) Flicker * 1 * 3 1
Horned Lark 22 370 142 10 95 141 1 35 ? 4 1 1 806
Blue Jay 1 1 17 2 3 17 8 7 51 20 22 6 14 9 14 178
Black-billed Magpie 41 6 5 13 190 7 10 14 44 7 1 11 158
American Crow 28 179 2 207
Black-capped Chickadee 25 58 70 82 a6 206 183 7 197 12 98 5 197 169 14 1345
Boreal Chickadee 3 1 2 4
Red-breasted Nuthatch 1 3 1 22 12 2 1 * 9 49
White-breasted Nuthatch 2 3 21 1 5 60 51 L 22 1 17 1 36 70 14 201
Brown Creeper 2 3 1 * 1 19 6 26
Golden-crowned XKinglet 1 1 1
Townsend's Solitaire 4 3 1 3 8
American Robin 507 450 2z 2 2 5 963
VYaried Thrush . 1 #
Bohemian Waxwing 600 146 5 29 71 142 11 30 353 16 217 20 12 1730
Cedar Waxwing 68 22 43 6 29 3 6 171
Norchern Shrike 3 2 1 1 2 1 2 2 1 4 3 11 22
European Starling 5 10 8 15 7 149 190 # 8 35 25 296 1370 13 2119
Northern Cardinal 1 1 1
American Tree Sparrow 1 24 10 136 i6 44 87 2 6 2 a2z 3 12 443
White-throated Sparrow 4 1 4
Harris' Sparrow 23 1 3
Dark-eyed Junco 8 2 1 3 4 14
Dark—eved (Slate-cel.) Junce 1 1 8 13 32 5 55
Dark-eyed (Ore.) Junce 1 2 2 3 5
Lapland Longspur 3 6 5 13 39 100 20 400 8 24 0 618
Snow Bunting 113 6 180 100 11 303 35 118 485 1484 4 1289 444 13 4372
Red-winged Blackbird 2 2 # 31 250 5 285
Rusty Blackbird 8 8 9 1 4 26
Brewer's Blackbird 1 1 1
Common Grackle 1 * 1 3 4 5
Purple Finch 18 # 1% 1 3 4 1 2 8 48
Red Crossbill 8 1 8
¥hite-winged Crossbill 5 1 5
Comman Redpoll 1 2 45 8 34 1 100 56 637 ¥ 2 25 1z 911
Pine Siskin 51 59 429 94 3 35 1 28 123 9 823
American Goldfinch 22 1 39 Q 1 62 6 134
Evening Grosheak 23 1 7 & 79 2 65 118
House Sparrow 214 113 1099 900 268 1154 2032 18 B804 26 1040 318 5428 381C 14 17224
Total Species and Races 30 27 25 25 36 29 41 20 28 27 28 17 35 32 73
Total ladividuals 1723 1425 1852 1428 3134 2175 4570 464 1931 1373 301% 1060 8975 7826 40954
Total Observers 10 6 19 5 4 11 20 4 6 4 16 3 23 23 156
Total Number of Hours 33 23 38 18 22 51 45 16 26 16 30 23 51 61 451
Total ¥umber of Miles 304 234 97 194 217 311 225 140 375 60 208 75 475 467 3383

* Been in count area during connt weéek but not on count day.



This reduced overall effort was probably due in large partt to the adverse weather
conditions. A total of 156 observers took part in the 14 counts and a total of
451 hours were spent, This time includes 81 hours at feeders and 11 hours
“owling”.

One new species and one additional race were added to the state Christmas
Count list. The new species was the boreal chickadee, an accidental on the North
Dakota bird list. It was seen in two locations — three were found ar Minot and
one at Dunseith. The additional race was the Harlan's race of the red-tailed hawk.
Two of these individuals were seen at Medora. One had been seen near this loca-
tion, and several in other areas of the state during the preceding fall.

The American kestrel and eastern screech owl were new on the Medora count
and the red-breasted metrganser was new on the Garrison Dam count. Both the
prairie falcon and the northern goshawk were noted as being rare at Grand Forks.
The saw-whet owl was unusual at Fargo.

Golden eagles were seen in six areas with a total of 14 birds being recorded.
This 1s the greatest number of areas ever reporting the species in one year. The
northetn goshawk was particularly notable in numbers with a total of 23 birds
being seen. Eight of the 14 areas found the goshawk with a high of seven in-
dividuals being seen at Medora, and four each at the North Unit of Theodore
Roosevelt National Park, Upper Souris National Wildlife Refuge and at Dunseith.
Never before had more than two individuals heen seen in any one area.

Wild turkeys were reported from seven areas suggesting that these birds may
be becoming more widely distributed. Robins were abundant near the western
edge of the state with over 500 seen at Medora and 450 at the North Unit, but
they were very low in numbers elsewhere. Red-breasted nuthatches were unusually
abundant at Minot.

Both species of crossbill were scarce, each being seen in only one location
and in low numbers. Snow buntings and Lapland longspurs were as usual more
common in the eastern portion of the state although some snow buntings were
seen 1n cach area except Medora.

Small finches were fairly well distributed. However, the American goldfinch-
es were much reduced in numbers from last year. Pine siskins were more
numerous as were the common redpoll. The evening grosbeak was seen in six
areas but only at Dunseith were numbers significant.

The only species seen in all reporting areas were the great horned owl, blue
jay, black-capped chickadee, white-breasted nuthatch and house spartow.



