
MINNESOTA MAMMA LS 

The iHarnmaIJ 0/ MinneJOta. Evan B. Hazard . 1982. University of Minnesota 
Press, Min n eapolis. 280 pages . $39 .50 (clo th) , $ 15.95 (p aper) . 

The publication of Evan Hazard 's accou nt of th e m ammals of Minn esota ha s 
bee n ant icip ated by naturalists for SOffit: tim e. Earlie r accou nts ove r the past cen ­
tu ry sign ifica nt ly contribut ed to knowledge of the regional faun a , bu t all are 
ou t of pr int and in serious need of updati ng . The p ressu res of hum an popula­
tion and changing land use have had their im pact on th e m ammal ian fau na 
of Minnesot a , espec ially over th e pas t 30 years . The resulting successional cha nges 
in no rthe rn forests, loss of hardwoods, drain age of wetl ands, and agricultu ral 
enc roachment on the sha rply defined prairie-forest ecotone have had signifi ­
ca nt faunal conseq uences . 

In ge neral , t he book is well -writ ten in a clear and lucid style . Anecdotes and 
a reasonable level of hu mo r add to the int erest of the lay reader. Use of tech nical 
termi no logy is extensive , and ma y d iscou rage the non-profession al. However, 
the glossary is eq ua lly extensive , and ter ms are clea rly d efined . Illustrat ions in 
the text are somewhat d isappoint ing . The line d rawings of lateral views of shills 
aid little in ident ificat ion , and many of the scratch -board figures app ea r 
u nreal istic or are toO d ark. 

Tec hnically , th e: book is quite accura te . W ith few excep tions , nomenclature 
is up to date (ch ip mu nks of the genera Taenias and Euiam ias have been more 
recently lum ped into one genus. Tamiasi. Measure ment data are inconsistent 
with regard ro cita tion of the source ; for some species the sou rce is cited , but 
not so for others. Ir also app ears t hat recorded m easurements were solel y from 
Minnesota specimens, or from limi ted num bers of speci me ns in Minneso ta col­
lections. It ma y ha ve been advisable to uti lize a broader base of specimens from 
other m useums if data available wit hi n the stat e were lim ited . 

The taxo no mic keys are useful, and it is grat ifying [0 find separa te keys for 
skins and sku lls. Illustrat ions in the keys are good , bu t t he author shou ld also 
have provi ded a d rawing of the principa l bones of th e ma m ma lian skull. 

A book int end ed for a broad-based readership sho uld have included a sec­
tion on specim en collection and preservat ion . Referen ces arc cit ed in th e text , 
bu t m ay not be avai lab le to [he student. am ateur natu ralist. or isolated fiel d 
biologisr. 

Hazard 's The Mammals ofMinnesota is a noteworthy effor t , and will be a 
useful add it ion to th e libraries of m id western naturalis ts. It will no do u bt stand 
as the basic refe rence o n Minnesota mamm als for many years to come. 
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