


time preening at the nest after the young reached 6 - 7 weeks of age; this is
probably due to harrassment from nestlings.

Nestling Activity Budgets

Age-related changes in the percentages of the nestling groups cngagcd in
various activities were apparent in all caregories except feeding and preening
(Fig. 4). The “not visible” category refers to birds too small to be seen from
the blind or not visible because they were sleeping or being brooded. The no
visible activity (inactive behavior) category decreased as herons matured and were
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Figure 3. Activities of adult great blue herons at the nest site, excluding absence
of birds from the colony, for two nest groups in the Glendale heronry,
1980 (sample sizes in respective columns).
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