


Table 3. Song perch use by ovenbirds in ponderosa pine and cottonwood

woodlands.
% Total Observations
Woodland Type Ground Shrub Sapling  Tree
Pondetrosa Pine N = 45 15.5 0.0 6.7 77.8
Cottonwood N = 57 21.0 7.0 0.0 72.0

The vertical distribution of ovenbirds reflected suitable song post availabili-
ty. Ovenbirds have been reported to forage on the low branches of trees
(Kendeigh 1945); however, I saw them forage only on the ground. A signifi-
cant difference (G = 29.95, P < 0.05) wus found in heights udilized for sing-
ing in the two woodland types (Table 4).

Table 4. Vertical distribution of singing ovenbirds in ponderosa pine and cot-
tonwood woodlands.

% Total Observations

Woodland Type 0-0.5m 0.5-3m 3-6m >6m
Ponderosa Pine N = 45 15.5 26.7 48.9 8.9
Cottonwood N = 57 26.3 31.6 8.8 33.3

In the pine woodland, ovenbirds seldom sang at heights greater than 6 m
even though higher perches were available. At a height of about 6 m or more,
foliage was denser on the inner portions of branches than at lower heights. In
the cottonwood woodland, ovenbirds sang about as often from the low branch-
es of junipets (about 1 m) as they did from the lower parts of the cottonwood
canopy {about 11 m),

In the cottonwood woodland, trees wete not used according to availability
(G =18.99, P < 0.05) (Table 5). Ovenbirds favored the junipers and undet-
used the cottonwoods. Trees were used approximately in proportion to their
availability in the ponderosa pine woodland (G = 2.99, P > 0.05).

Ovenbirds were seen most often singing from the lower dead branches of
trees. Where ponderosa pine was dominant, 59.4% of the birds were seen in
the inner portions of branches, 34.4% in the outer portions of the lowest branch-
es, and 6.2% in the outer foliage in the middle or upper parts of the tree. In
the cottonwood woodland, where Rocky Mountain juniper was a co-dominant
tree, 66.7% of the birds were using the inner parts of branches, 27.8% the outer
reaches of the lowest branches, and 5.5% the outer foliage in the middle or
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