


this area was 57.5 ha (range 4.5 - 145.0 ha). The proportion of prairie dog towns
used by mountain plovers on the CMR (16 of 35, Knowles et al. 1982) was greater
(P < 0.1, X? = 3.19, 1 d.f.) than what we found on the Reservation (11 of
42). Knowles et al. (1982) also teported plovers to use the larger towns on the
CMR but towns on their study area were smaller (X = 28 ha) than on the Reser-
vation and plovers used towns as small as 3 ha.

The observation of two broods of mountain plovers on the Reservation is
a new breeding distribution record for Montana (Skaar 1980). Olson (1984) cites
two recent ohservations of mountain plovers breeding in short-grass areas without
prairie dog towns in Golden Valley and Valley counties, Montana. Mountain
plovers also have been recently reported breeding in southeast Alberta in an
area where prairie dogs do not occur (Wallis and Wershler 1981). These authors
described the nesting habitat for two nest sites as being in a heavily grazed winter
pasture with a recent burn. The mountain plover is clearly a bird adapted to
short-grass prairie (Graul and Webster 1976) and its continued existence in north-
central Montana depends on the availability of native grasslands with areas of
low growing vegetation such as that afforded by prairie dog towns or sites as
reported by Wallis and Wershler (1981).
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