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Bismarck, North Dakota 58501

Christmas Bird Counts were conducted in eleven North Dakota localities
during the 1977 season. This is two less areas than were covered during the
preceeding three years. The reduction in eHort was due, at least in part, to severe
weather conditions. Reports from many observers indicated that certain parts of
their areas were not covered because of deep snow and impassible roads. In some
places snow drifts 10 to 12 feet deep blocked side roads and covered a great deal of
habitat which is normally available, creating difficult conditions for birds and for
observers.

A total of 160 observers participated in the eleven North Dakota Count. Four
hundred twenty four party hours were spent in the field and 2,630 miles were
covered. A total of 57 species was seen and of 35,653 individual birds was
estimated. This shows a drop in party hours and party miles afield from the past
three years and a corresponding decrease in the number of species and the number
of individual birds.

There were no new species added to the State Christmas Count list. Only
Grand Forks added to their local list when the Greater Prairie Chicken and the
Townsend's Solitaire were seen.

Two species with unusually high counts were the Gray Partridge and the Pine
Grosbeak. These two were reported from all locations except Hazen, and the
numbers were the highest ever recorded on Christmas Counts in most orth
Dakota areas. Gray Partridge in particular were noticeably abundant, being over
twice as numerous as reponed during any preceding year. Sharp-tailed Grouse
were also more numerous than usual in many areas.

Northern finches were quite well distributed over the state although not in
great numbers anywhere. Most open field birds were quite low in numbers and
even Homed Larks were absent from several counts. Only one Lapland Longspur
was seen and, while Snow Bunting appeared in all areas, their numbers were
much below average in many areas.

In addition to the 57 specie shown on the accompanying table there were
three pedes and one additional race which were reported to have been seen
during the count week but not on the count day. Fargo-Moorhead reported the
Golden-crowned Kinglet and Dark-eyed (Oregon) Junco; J. Clark Salyer
National Wildlife Refuge reported a White-crowned Sparrow and Grand Forks
reported a Go hawk.
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11. Gray Partridge
12. Turkey
13. Rock Dove
14. Screech Owl
15. Great Horned Owl
16. Snowy Owl
17. Barred 0wl
18. Short-eared Owl
19. Saw Whet Owl
20. Common flicker 2
21. Pileat~d Woodpecker 2
22. Hairy Woodpecker 2 4 7 10 • 1 16 1 31 67
23. Downy Woodpecker 4 7 7 7 • 1 14 2 38 64
24. Horned Lark 40 60 2 1 12 115 5
25. Blue Jay ~ 2 20 11 8 46 35 58 50 233 9

1. Canada Goose
2. Mallard
3. Common Goldeneye 2
4. Red- tailed Hawk 3
5. RouRh-le/tged Haw\<_ _ __1_· 9
6. Golden Eap.le 18 1a 1a
7. American Kestrel
8. Greater Prairie Chicken
9. Sharp-tailed Grouse
10. Rin~-necked Pheasant

N
00



26. Black-billed Magpie Il 16 10 10 1 1 1 47 7
27. Common Crow 14 5 57 84 160 4
28. Black-capped Chickadee 10 40 21 59 7 · 43 50 119 197 546 9
29. White-breasted Nuthatch 1 10 14 2 · 28 68 71 194 7
30. Red-breasted Nuthatch 5 . 5 1 2 19 4
31. Brown Creeper 1 · 1 4 3
32. American Robin 2 3 4 11 20 4
33. Townsend's Solitaire 1 1 2 2
34. Bohemian Waxwing 5 26 255 8 5 15 14 328 7

Cedar Waxwing · 3 1 18 22
36. Northern Shrike 2 · 1 3 1 2 2 11
37. Starling 2 6 407 125 474 118 219 819 2170 8
38. House Sparrow 2167 220 172 2644 162 33 50 3632 889 5018 4648 19635 11
39. Red-winged Blackbird 3 · 5 3 11 3
40. Rusty Blackbird 6 10 . 16 2
41. Brewer's Blackbird 2 2 1
42. Common Grackle 4 4 2 10 3
43. Cardinal 6 6 1
44. Evening Grosbeak 11 2? · 27 27 16 184 7
4 Pur Ie Finch 2 66 4

• Pine Grosbeak 51 12 10

IV
47. Hoary Redpoll 7 1

\,Q 48. Common Redpoll 9 10 33 105 125 53 15 4 755 9
49. Pine Siskin · 40 20 189 3
50. American Goldfinch 14 1
51. Red Crossbill 15 15 1
52. White-winged Crossbill 1 1 2 8 12 4
53. Dark-eyed Junco 7 · · 6 19 32 3
4. Tree Sparrow 65 2 11 34 62 174 5

5t. White-throated Sparrow 1 1 1
5 • Lapland I~ngspur 1 1 1
57. Snow Bunting 796 60 17 100 208 25 419 203 142 1080 12 3062 11

Total Species 19 15 20 36 16 11 13 29 22 34 37
Total Individuals 3220 477 729 46/.1 981 401 884 5997 1529 10137 6656 35653

Number of Observers 7 14 12 19 2 2 2 15 7 47 33 160

Total Party Hours 23 32 33 30 8 8 14 54 24 128 70 424
Total Party Miles 240 7 181 303 53 120 40 353 240 548 545 2630

• Seen in count area during count week but not on count day.
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Figure 1. Location of Count Areas

1. Des Lacs National Wildlife Refuge
2. Hazen
3. Upper Souris National Wildlife Refuge
4. Bismarck - Mandan
5. J. Clark Salyer National Wildlife Refuge
6. Sullys Hill National Game Preserve
7. Arrowwood National Wildlife Refuge
8. Jamestown
9. Valley City

10. Grand Forks
11. Fargo - Moorhead
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