














Speculations as to the cause of this irruption were many, but no strong evi-
dence appeared for any one of them. Even the Canada lynx snowshoe hare popula-
tion fluctuation does not seem to offer much help in explaining this irruption.

Although such an irruption and movement as described here would seem to
result in mass destruction, the destruction is probably not great in terms of the
total population. The irruption and resulting movement docs have survival value.
One result is that suitable but unoccupied habitats may again become occupied.
Another, and more indirect result, might be the maintenance of a greater gene
plasticity bv producing a flow of genes between lynx populations which had
become isolated.

LITERATURE CITED

Adams, A.W. 1963. The lynx explosion. North Dakota Outdoors 26: 20-24.

Curry-Lindahl, K. 1962. The irruption of the Norway lemmings in Sweden
during 1960. J. Mammal. 43:171-184.

Editors. 1964. The Blue Jay 12: 35-36. Publ. of the Saskatchewan Nat. Hist.
Soc. Regina.

Elton, C.S. and M. Nicholson. 1942. The ten year cycle in numbers of the
lynx in Canada. J. Anim. Ecol. 11: 215-244.

Flyger, V. 1969. The 1968 squirrel ‘‘migration’’ in the eastern United States.
Paper presented at the Northeast Fish and Wildl. Conf., White Sulphur
Springs, West Virginia, February, 1969.

Hoffman, R.S., P.L. Wright, and F.E. Newly. 1969. The distribution of some
mammals in Montana. [. Mammals other than bats. J. Mammal. 50: 579-
604.

Leopold, A. 1933. Game management. Scribners and Sons. New York. 481 pp.

Mech, L.D. 1973, Canadian lynx invasion of Minnesota. Biol. Cons. 5: 151-
152

Nellis, C.H. and S.P. Wetmore. 1969. Long-range movement of lynx in
Alberta. J. Mammal. 50: 640.

Rasmussen, J. 1969. A recent record of the lynx in lowa. J. Mammal. 50:
370-371.

Santy, D. 1964. Some interesting lynx observations. The Blue Jay 22: 35.

Weinstein, M.S. 1977. Hares, lynx and trappers. Am. Nat. 111(980): 806-
808.

80





