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NOrth D akota has nu merous environmental laws and reg ula tio ns on th e 
books, bu t there is substantial concern over w hether these are being en forced . 
Every cit izen can do his part in the law enforce m ent process by rep ort ing 
suspected violations to the proper authorities. It is my purp ose to re fer to 
the ma jor areas in wh ich North Dakota has environmental laws and regula­
t ions and to refer to the proper offices or officials th at suspected vio la tions 
should be reported to. 

It is important to rea lize tha t with many of these laws there are two 
aspects to enforcement. A basi c responsibility freque ntly is placed in a state 
agency, such as the N ort h D akot a State H ealt h D epart ment, to see th at the 
laws and reg ulation s are enforced. Another type of en for cement respo nsi bility 
is lodged at the sam e tim e in local officials such as the states attorneys whose 
dut y it is to p rosecute a law br eaker. It is usu ally best to report to the state 
reg ulatory agency before cr imina l prosecution is soug ht. 

Besides laws and regulations of state-wide application, many cities, and 
some cou nt ies, have rules and regul at ions of their own. N o attempt has be en 
made to canvass th ose loca l laws and regulations for the p urp ose of this 
summary. 

CA T EGORY OF 
ENV IRONMENTAL LO CAL 
LAW STATE AGENCY OFFI CI AL 

1. Air Pollution 

2. Water P ollu tion 

STATE H EALTH DE PARTMENT
 
BISMARCK
 
( M r. Gene Christianson )
 

STATE H EALTH D EPARTMENT
 
BISMARCK ( p art icularly
 
sur face wa ter po llut ion )
 
(Mr. Norm an Peterson)
 

STATE WATER COMMISSION
 
BISMARCK ( p art icularly
 
underground water)
 
( Mr. Milo H oisveen )
 

STATE INDUSTRIAL COMMISSION
 
B ISMARCK (pollution of water
 
from oi l and gas production)
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STATES ATTORNEY 
for Co un ry ( cr imes 
do result from vio­
lati ng a ir pollution 
laws ) 

COUNTY BOARD 
OF H EALTH 

STATES ATTORNEY 
for County ( cr imes 
do result from vi o­
lati ng water p ollu­
tion laws ) 

COUNTY BOARD 
OF H EALTH 



3. Solid Wasres STATE HEALTH DEPARTMENT COUNTY BOARD 
( G arbage) BISMARCK ( part icu larly OF HEALTH 

when d isposed of on land ; 
if disposed of in water 
may create water pollution ) 
(Mr. Everett Lobb ) 

4. Pesticides STATE HEALTH DEPARTMENT STATES ATTORNEY 
BISMARCK ( in part pesti cide COUNTY BOARD 
use may resu lt III a vio lation OF HEALTH 
of ant i-a ir p ollution laws as 
well as specif ic laws relating 
to pesticides ) 

STATE AERONAUTICS 
COMMISSION, BISMARCK 
( to report loss due to aircraft 
application of pe sricides-must 
be done w ith in 60 days of loss 
or knowledge of loss or before 
50 percent of standing crops 
are harvested ) 

5. Noise STATE HEALTH D EPARTMENT STATES ATTORNEY 
BISMARCK 

6. Strip Mining PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION STATES ATTORNEY 
BISMARCK (as to mi n ing with­
out a permit and as to failure 
to reclaim the land after min­
ing is over) 

7. Killing Wild STATE GAME & FISH STATES ATTORNEY 
M ammals & Birds DEPARTMENT, BISMARCK DISTRICT DEPUTY 

GAME WARDEN 

Sometimes too it would be possible to enforce environ mental laws and 
regu latio ns through p riv at e law suits for negligence, trespass or nuisance, but 
this has not proved to be a very effective method elsewhere. 

One of the best m ethods of law and regulat ion enfor cement for North 
Dakota may well be educati on . There ar e a lor o f people in thi s stare violating 
en vir on m ental laws an d regulat ions th at rhey do not know exis t. Many, if 
nor most , o f these citi zens would cease th eir violati ons once in formed of rh e 
law or regulation. Every citizen belonging to a citizen's group could urge his 
or her group to undertake an education p roject for their area of the state. 
It is for this reason too th at a comp laint sho uld be given to the State enforce­
ment agency before criminal prosecution is sough t since th e stare ag ency ma y 
be able to conv ince the viola tor to stOp wi thout the expense to the taxpayer 
of a tri al. 

An other method o f en viro nmental law a nd reg ulation enforcem en t that 
has been suggested is non- pa tronization of polluters. Certainly an individual 
does not have to buy a p oll uter's products unless he chooses to do so. However, 
any type of organ ized boycott may well be in violation of law itself. A pros­
pect for the future is a direct su it by a pri vate individual to enfo rce a con­
srirutional r igh t to a dean and healthfui en vironment. 
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