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Riv er basins p lanning is not a new concep t by any means. Our Feder al 
Congress had some kind of awareness of the necessity of riv er basin planning 
ever since the turn of the century. In 1908 President Th eodore Roo sevelt 
recommended that the States and the Federal Govern ment ge t busy and de­
velop some comprehensive planning for our rivet basins. Several other Presi­
dents that followed made attempts to organize basin studies but nothing sub­
stanti al ever devel oped until recent years. 

Du ring the 1940's and 1950s' it really became apparent that there was 
a def inite need for a close Fede ral-State relat ionship in planning for our 
water and related land resources development. 'Ibis was also brought our in 
President Eisenhower's Advisory Committee on Water Pol icy that issued th is 
sta tement in De cember of 1955. "The greatest sing le weakness in the Federal 
Government's acti vit ies in the field of water resources development is the lack 
of cooperation and coord ination of the federal agencies with each other and 
with th e states and local interests." 

Th e Senate Select Comm itte e in its report coveting the per iod from 1959 
to 196 1 found essentially the same weakn ess and mad e a very strong recom­
mend ati on that "T he Federal Gouertim ent must stimulate more activ e partici­
pation by the states in planning and underta king water develop ment and 
mana gement activ it ies." The Act in its f inal form comp rises three parts. 

T itle I established the Watet Resour ces Council, which is composed of 
the Secretary of the Interior as Chair man, the Secretary of Agriculrure, the 
Secretary of the Ar my, the Secretary of He alth, Edu cat ion and Welfare, and 
the Chairman of the Federal Power Commission. 

Title II of the Act provide for the establishment of Ri ver Basins Com­
missions, five of which have been established to date .The Souris-Red -Rainy 
R iver Basins Commission is one of the five, the othe rs being the Pacifi c 
N ort hwest, the Gr eat Lakes, the N ew England and the Ohio. The President 
is authorized to declare the establishment of a Rivet Basins Commission up on 
written request by a majority of the Governors whose states or parts of states 
l ie wi thi n a give n river basin. 

Title III of the Act p rov ides for state gra nts on a matching basis to assist 
each state- f irst to develop its own water plant and second to participate in 
reg ional plan nin g with the fede ral agencies and other states in order that a 
comprehensive coordi nat ed plan may be realized for each region. All stat es 
are now participat ing in this matching grant program. 

We believe that the concept of riv er basins planning is a progressive step 
forward and, if expansion is permitted , it will accomplish the major objectives 
set our by the President 's Advis ory Committee in Dec ember of 1955 and by 
the Senate Select Committee in 1961. 

President Nixon said a short time ago , "The question of the 70's is ­
Shall we surrender to our surroun dings or shall we make peace w ith nature 

l Presenred at a Symp osium at the Fifth Annual Meeting of the N orth Dakota N atural 
Science Society, held in Walhalla, North D akota, May 22, 1971. 
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and begin to make reparations for th e damage we: have done to our land. our 
air, ar.d our water ?" He went on to s<J y, "Clean air, dean water, open spaces­
these shall again be the b irthr.ght of every Amer ican. If we an now they can 
be." In order to accomplish tlus it will take mo re planning, more balancing 
of alternatives, more clear thi nki ng, And mo re ub jee:t ivilY. 

Because of the never-ending race with phenomenal population growth. 
economic expansion, water shortages, pollution, problems of flooding. and 
all the rest, the job confronelng all of us is more awesome, and much more 
complicated than any we have faced in the past. For instance,ooe of the most 
impor.anr fur cnons of our plann ing process is to provide large scale new 
oppcnunit ics for nur young peop le to build a good life in challenging sur­
roundings. Th is is part icularly impor:anr today when we consider rhe Iacr 
chat by the year 2000 our national population will have increased by 
100,000,000 and the large majoriry will be scrambling imu already over­
crowded urba n areas. As a result of this migration 10 the large cities 70 '* 
of our people occupy only I% of our land, and within this I% we find the 
bulk of our environmental health hazards and our most serious problems of 
social conflict, 

The world's popu lation is dou bling every 3S years: 4 bi llion now-H 
billion In 2000-16 billion in 2040-32 billion in 2075. The most com­
mon forms of overpopulation do noc: necessarily involve coo many people 
for the available space, bur tOO many people for the efficient funcricning of 
a society. Southe rn Californ ia, for instance, has lots of o~n Jesen but st ill 
is widely ave c-populated. It docs not have enough water to support its popu­
latio n and must go ro tremendous expense to import water for its bu rgeoning 
millions. Th e capacity of the atmosphere over that area to absorb dangerous 
pollutants is d early over-taxed, as almosr everyone who has flown into 1.0s 
Angeles can testify. and the huge impersonal, smoggy cities of this area. like 
those elsewhere. show signs of social decay. 

Th e world 's populat ion is sustained by 100 h of 1% of the world's supp ly 
of water, Is ir any wonder then that the stares ar-d the Congress finally recog­
nized the seriousness of the whole complex situation and came up wit h a 
viable and meaningful solution to the nation's water and related land pro blems. 

Th e Souris-Red- Rainy River Basins Commission's planning cffoH is for. 
runate to have the talents of more than SO highly trained stare and federal 
techn ical expcIU having respcnsibili nes in a host of professional disciplines 
to assist in the p reparation of a framework plan, Th ese h ighly qualified pro­
fessionals constitute the membersh ip of the fifteen work groups being uti lized 
by rhc Commission 10 complete Its study. Included in rhe planning program 
are such areas as flood. control, land and Water resources and management, 
drainage. irrigation, water qual ity, fish and wildlife. recreation. mine rals; 
power and others, Two Ciri zeus Advisory Commmces, one in North Dakota 
and one in Minnesota. have proven to be invaluable assets to the success of 
the Commission. which looks forward 10 the comple tion of its plan by May 
1972. one which hope fully will be a mood for all river basins plans. 
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