


and begin to make reparations for the damage we have done to our land, our
air, ard our water?” He went on to say, "Clean air, clean warer, open spaces—
these shall again be the birthright of every American. If we act now they can
be.” In order to accomplish this it will rake more planning, more balancing
of alternarives, more clear thinking, and more objectivity.

Because of the never-ending race with phenomenal population growth,
economic expansion, water shortages, pollution, problems of flooding, and
all the rest, the job confronting all of us is more awesome, and much more
complicated than any we have g.ced in the past. For instance, one of the most
imporiant funcrions of our planning process is to provide large scale new
oppeortunities for our young people to build a good life in challenging sur-
roundings. This is particularly important today when we consider the facr
that by the year 2000 our national pogularion will have increased by
100,000,000 and the large majority will be scrambling inwo already over-
crowded urban areas. As a result of this migration 0 the large cities 70%
of our people occupy only 1% of our land, and within this 16 we find the
bulk of our environmental health hazards and our most serious problems of
social conflict.

The world's population is doubling every 35 years: 4 billion now—8
billion in 2000—16 billion in 2040—32 billion in 2075. The most com-
mon forms of overpopulation do not necessarily involve too many people
for the available space, but too many people for the efficient funcrioning of
a society. Southern California, for instance, has lots of open desert bur still
is widely over-populated. It does not have enough water to support its popu-
lation and must go to tremendous expense to import water for its burgeoning
millicns. The capacity of the atmosphere over that area to absorb dangerous
pollutants is clearly over-taxed, as almost everyone who has flown into Los
Angeles can testify, and the huge impersonal, smoggy cities of this area, like
those elsewhere, show signs of social decay.

The world’s population is sustained by 100 h of 1% of the world’s supply
of water. Is it any wonder then that the states and the Congress finally recog-
nized the sericusness of the whole complex situation and came up with a
viable and meaningful solution to the nation’s water and related land problems.

The Souris-Red-Rainy River Basins Commission's planning effort is for-
tunate to have the talents of more than 80 highly trained state and federal
technical experts having responsibilities in a host of professional disciplines
to assist in the preparation of a framework plan. These highly qualified pro-
fessionals constitute the membership of the fifteen work groups being utilized
by the Commission to complete its study. Included in the planning program
are such areas as flood control, land and water resources and management,
drainage, irrigation, water quality, fish and wildlife, recreation, minerals,
power and others. Two Citizens Advisory Committees, one in North Dakota
and one in Minnesota, have proven to be invaluable assets to the success of
the Commission, which looks forward to the completion of its plan by May
1972, one which hopefully will be a model for all river basins plans.
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