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Clark's nutcracker (Nucifraga columbiana) is known from North Dakota 
as an occasional straggler based upon five records of single birds at various 
places in the state. The species was not mentioned from the state in the AOU 
check-list (1957). Of the five records, two are from August: one 10 August 
1919 at Charlson, McKenzie Co. (Larson, 1928), the other by Currie (R. P. ?) 
on 29 August 1910 at Westhope, Bottineau Co. (R. E. Stewart, pers. comm.). 
W. R. Mcintosh collected a specimen at Bottineau on 17 September 1919 
(Wood, 1923) and R. N. Randall saw one at Bismarck on 10 October 1948 
(R. E. Stewart, pers. comm.). In addition, Wood (1923) mentions having 
heard of one near Medora, Billings Co. These records are not surprising in 
view of the nutcracker's well known habit of low altitude post-breeding 
wandering. A fifth record on 30 March 1951 by B. J. Rose in the ponderosa 
pine (Pinus ponderosa) area north of Amadon near the burning coal vein 
and Little Missouri River represents the only spring-summer record (R. E. 
Stewart, Pers. Comm.) It is of interest to note that twa of the five records 
mentioned above were from 1919 since Swenk (1920) reported that nut­
crackers were unusuaJly abundant in northern and western Nebraska during 
the fall and winter of 1919. 

In none of the North Dakota records is there any indication of residency 
or overwintering, i.e., observations over any period of time, records of more 
than one individual, or even the presence of a food supply adequate for sus­
taining a nutcracker for any length of time. 

On 5-0 October 1909 we visited the limber pine (Pinus flexilis) area 12 
miles north of Marmarth, Slope Co., N. D. (Sec. 31, T135N, R105W). This 
area, unique in North Dakota, includes approximately 208 acres of mature 
lim ber pines scattered over badland terrain at an average elevation of 2850 
feet. The trees, as high as 20 ft. and as old as 238 years, dominate the most 
montane vegetational area within North Dakota (Potter and Green, 19(4). 

At least four Clark's nutcrackers were in the limber pine areas feeding 
vigorously on the very substantial cone crop. The seeds of limber pines are 
large (approximately Y4/1 in diameter) and provide a substantial food item 
for nutcrackers. The two specimens collected (L WO 759 and 7(0) are cur­
rently located at the Department of Biology, University of North Dakota, 
Grand Forks. Both were females with a small amount of fat and skulls heavily 
ossified. The collection date was far enough removed, however, from the late 
winter breeding time of nutcrackers that it is impossible to use ossification 
as positive proof of adulthood. In both birds the throats and stomachs were 
jammed with limber pine seeds. On 0 October, two birds remained. The 
following spring on 23 March at least two birds were again seen (Seabloom, 
\'\1. Cowan, and B. Turner). On 1 August 1970 three or more nutcrackers 
were seen in the same area (R. and N. Seabloom). On each of the three trips 
during which nutcrackers were recorded in the limber pine area, extensive 
field work was conducted elsewhere in southwestern North Dakota, especially 
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in the po nderosa pi ne area near the burni ng coal vein north of Amadon. N o 
nutcracker s were seen in other areas . 

Our records indicate that nutcrackers remained within the state over a 
period of several months, perhaps nearly a year. In view of the fact that limb er 
pines are know n to be a prime food source for nutcrackers and that the b irds 
nest from the pon derosa pine zone upward to tim ber line ( Bent , 1946) , it 
it is quite poss ible that this area may, at least in good cone years, be part of 
the wintering or breeding range of the nutcracker as well as ot her montane 
species normally foreig n to our state . 

We thank R. E. Stewart for gener ously providing us with unp ublished 
records. 
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