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Red Crossbills ( Loxia curuirostra } are usually associated with evergreen 
forests and are nor generally considered co be birds of the pr airie. They are, 
ho wever, casual visitors co the Bismarck, N orrh Dakora area and have been 
recorded there dur ing all months of the year. Records for win ter months are 
more abundant, althoug h in some years they do not appear at all. T he speci es 
has appeared on the Bismarck Chr istmas Bird Coun t in nin e Out of 27 yea rs 
of records. 

The species seems to have occurred more ofte n and in larger nu mb ers in 
recent years . The periods January thr ough Ma y of 1964, and again in 1967, 
were particularly notewort hy for the abundance of the birds and for th eir 
length of stay, During the 1969-1970 fall and wi nter season the y were aga in 
common, being found regu larly until about mid -May 1970. 

In 1964 I banded 62 ind ividuals between Jan uary 31 and May 6. During 
th is period 59 percene of the total number banded was retaken at least once. 
T he longest p er iod between banding and the last repea t for a single individu al 
was 94 days. This bird was banded on February 3. It rep eated twice in March, 
once in Apr il and was last caugh t on May 8. Five was the greatest number 
of repea ts for an in dividual. 

The number of Red Cros sbills occurring in 1967 appeared co be some­
wha t larger than I had ever noted before and the y began com ing to my feeders 
late in Decemb er of 1966. Beg inning on Janu ar y 1, I band ed a coral of 115 
individ uals th rough May 26, and cook 47 pe rcem of these as repeats du ring 
the period. D uring 1967 the longest perio d betw een banding and last repeat 
for an individual was 144 days. This individual was banded on January l. 
It was recaptured twice in Ap ril and was last taken on Ma y 25 . 

In 1969 Dr. George John son banded the first Red Cross bill of rh e winter 
seaso n in Bismarck on N ovember 6. Forty-thre e were banded during the 
remai nder of 1969 and another 17 were banded in 1970 with the last on e on 
May l. 

It was int eresting co note tha t altho ugh my feeders were ma intai ned in 
1969 and 1970 JUSt as th ey had been in earlier years, I had very few Crossbills 
at my sta tion and bande d on ly one. This was the case even tho ugh my station 
is on ly about 18 city block s from the location at which Dr. Johnson ban ded. 

Wh ile there were no previous nest ing record s for the R ed Crossbill in 
N ort h Dakota CO my know ledge, a pai r was observed build ing a nest in Hill­
side Park in Bismarck late in March of 1967 by W illiam Bu resh. Eggs were 
never laid in this parricular nest. However , during the p eriod May 15 'through 
May 18, 1967, a young Red Crossbill accompanied adu lt bird s to my feeder 
each day, indicat ing that successful nesting had taken place. 
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Notes
 

WHITE-EYED VIREO AT B1SMARCK , NORTH DA KOTA-Shortly af ter lun ch 
on Ma y 19, 1971, I was a ttrac ted to my back yard in Bism arck by a bird song 
w hich was unfamiliar to me . After listeni ng to the song for sever al mi nutes 
and making a caref ul search of tre es in the yard I discovered a white-eyed 
vi reo (Vireo grlseus) , The bi rd was o bse rved on a number of occa sio ns during 
a p eriod of at least 20 mi nu tes as i t fed in the tre es an es tim at ed 15 to 20 
feet ab ove th e g ro und. Its acti ons wer e typi cal of a vireo and the w ing bars, 
the yellow spectacles , and the white-eye wer e dis ti nctly not ed . 

An abbrev iated version of what ap peared to m e to be th e same song was 
heard at the sam e location ab ou t mid-afternoon on M ay 21, 1971. At t h is rime 
I was able to reco rd the song on tape but was un abl e to locate the b ird for 
observa tions. Compari son of th is tape with ot her recorded songs conv inces 
me that this was also a white-eyed vireo, p ossibly th e same b.rd wh ich had 
been seen and heard two da ys earl ier. -Robe·rt N . Randall, 928 16th Street, 
Bismarck, N orth Dakota 5850 1. 

GLAUCOUS GULL lN BENSON COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA-On N ove mber 
25, 1970, I obs erved a glaucous g ull ( Larus hyp J boreltJ) near the south sh ore 
of Devils l ake one -half m ile east of Fort T otten in Ben son County , N orth 
D ak ot a. The bird was first observed at a di stan ce of abo ut 50 feet und er good 
lig h t con ditions . There is no known published rec ord of p revious sig htings 
of this sp eci es in N orth Dakot a, but a bird ident if ied as a g lauco us g ull was 
observed in 1967 on l ong l ake Nation al W ildlife Re fuge in Burl eig h Count y 
by refuge manager Karl Hansen (personal communication). In North America 
I his spe cies breeds from the arctic COasts and islan ds o f northern Ala ska, 
Canad a and Greenlan d south to Hudson Eay and Labrad or . It w inters alo ng 
the Pa cific coast as far south as southern California and along th e Atlant ic 
coast to N ew Y ork an d occasionall y to Georg ia. A few w int er as close as the 
G reat l akes and pe rhaps rar e ind ividuals wander ing farther inl an d account 
for the observa tio ns in North Dakota. Only four day s aft er th is Nor h Dakota 
record , on N ovemb er 29 , 1970, seve n gl aucous g ulls were o bserved on l ake 
Superi or at Duluth, Minnesot a ( 197 1, Amer ica n Bird s, 25 :( 3 ) , a straight­
line di stance of about 330 mi les fro m Devils lake. -Dc:vid E. Goeke, Sullys 
Hill N ational Game Preserve, U.S. Bureau of Sp ort Fisheries aad. Wildlife, 
Fort T otten, N orth Dakota 58335 . 
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