


environmental losses. All are planned on a project-by-project, case-by-case
basis without reference to the total environmental impact. The Environmental
Impact Statements required under the National Environmental Quality Act
which I have seen on these projects tend to be exercises in self-justification,
not hard ecological impact analyses.

I will conclude this statement with one admonition to you: without a
drastic change in method, river basin water resources planning is a threat,
not a solution, unless it is changed 180° in direction. It is another of our
national priorities which must undergo an agonizing-reappraisal. By insisting
that the objectives of water resources planning be changed to cleaning up
and preserving the Red River Basin environment, by going to meetings and
challenging the assumptions of economic and population growth of River
Basin Commissions, and by forcing the Water Resources Council to control
bureaucratic expansion of every new project they would fit into an already
critical basin, citizen pressure could change these priorities. To be most effec-
tive, you must put together your several very effective citizen and environ-
mental groups into an action coalition, well armed not only with facts and
data but policy know-how to pierce into the decision-making cencers. Now
these water development projects are being planned for you without your
influence. They are being planned to control the flood damages and watet
shortages wrought by shortsighted upland drainage when restoration of drained
wetlands, some natural grasslands, and genuine soil conservation measures are
needed on the upland watersheds. Drastic reform is essential in these pro-
grams, which are doing, and can do, so much more damage to the environment

The Northern Environmental Council, which includes among its thirty-
eight affiliated organizations your own North Dakota Nartural Science Society,
is working hard as a region-wide team. One of the Council's objectives is to
reform the water resource planning agencies through establishment of a
US. Department of Natural Resources. We welcome your support, and in
curn pledge our own efforts to some badly needed environmental victories.



