
Note
 
BIRDS SIGHTED \V ITHIN ONE H OUR FROM O NE O BSERVATION POINT 

IN BURLEIGH COUNTY, NO RTH D AKOTA. On june 17, 1971 between the 
hours of 9 :00 and 10 :0 0 on a rainy morning, I pa rked my car on a bridge 
w hich spans Burn t Creek JUSt off River Road about four miles nor th of Bis­
marck and observed twenty-six species of birds in a small stan d of Missouri 
R iver bottom woods. 

T o one side of the bridge there appeared to be a sma ll da m w hich m ighr 
have been starred by a beaver but lat er abandoned. On a telephone wi re abov e 
this unfin ished dam was a R ed -winged Blackbird singi ng his "C heer-ce-o' s" 
as he occasionally fluttered to a nearby will ow and back to the wi re again. On 
the dam below, his mate was flitt ing from twig to twig, exam in ing each one 
very carefully for choice morsels. Here, also, a pair of Grackles were hopping 
on the branches which held back the water, picking food off the foam which 
collected there. About one hundred feet downstream on a partially submerged 
log perched a male Blue-winged T eal , while his mate bathed nearby. Su.klcnly 
th e fema le rook off and was immedia rely followed by rhe dr ake. wh« ap par ­
ently escor ted her to her nesr because within a minute or so he wn-, r,:Il'k aE:lin 
on the log all by himsel f. 

A wet Meadowlark flew in fro m a field, lit high up on a brand. o i a h:llr-­
dead COttonwood tree, and immedia tely proceeded to shake o i i the moistur e 
from its feathers. Below, tWO Barn Swallows kept di ving OUt from unde r the­
br idge , apparent ly building a nest un derneath . Nearby , a pair 01 R('J .,r ~ l m 

were daning in and our of a thicket. On the Other side of the briJ ge, a Robin 
was carrying nesting material into a small Ash tree while her mate ,at l) 11 d 

nearby Stump, chasing away all Other Robins inrru.iing into the .1[ C:I . TIKI" 

pa id little at renrion to other birds unless rhcy landed d irectl y in the nc- r­
bearing tree. N or far away borh Wesrern and Eastern K ingbird- -ar ;; ik nd y 
on dead branches, occasion ally soaring up to catch insect s. On ei ther q'~ l ,It 
the bridge, pai rs o f Yell ow Warblers were chasing each Other rhrouuh The 
underbrush, and high ab ove in a dead tree trunk a pair of Yellow-sha m -d 
Flickers were making frequent tr ip s to a hole . Along the edge o f rhe w.iu r a 
fema le Cowbird was sneaking in and our of the sparse sedg e. 

Above and through the tree tOpS, Starlings flew back and forth , as ,lid 
also a Hairy and Downy W oodpecker. Somewhere out of sigh t could be 
heard a cooing Mourning Dove. Seemingly from nowhere a Black-headed 
G rosbeak landed in a small tre e nearby, srrerched our hi s head several rimes 
as if to see who was inside th e car , and then flew to the tOp of the tallest tree 
and competed in a song fest with a Baltimore Oriole. All th is time a Song 
Sparrow sat at the tOp of a small Chokecherr y tree merrily singi ng away, only 
now and then going down into the gr ass for a moment and then back up agaIn 
to the sam e tree top. A Blue ]l Y mad e his appeara nce a number of tim e;" al­
ways scold ing, as did also some curious Ca tbirds. All o f a sudde n, fro m up ­
str eam came a rattling sound produced by two K ingfishers, one in pursuit of 
the Other. A Sported Sandpi per also paid a visit to the dam, took a few bows, 
and then with a few "rswir, rsw ir" calls was off agai n. 

In addit ion to the abo ve, a Yell ow throat, a House Wren, and a Warbling 
Vireo were also heard. In all, twent y-six different species were observed from 
this pa ine within one hour, all undoubtedly nesting in the immediate area. 
Many addi tional species have been seen at this Spot on Other occasions. One 
doe s not have to go far to observe and to enjoy bir ds. - W illiam A. Buresh, 
1527 N . 19th s., Bismarck, N orth Dakota 58501. 


