
Badlands--Old and New
 
Residenrs of Southwestern N orth Dakota have lon g taken pride in the 

scenic beau ty of the Littl e Missouri R iver Vall ey Badlands. N atu re has ar ­
tistically carved the sandstones, mudstone s and Other sedime nrary rocks of ap­
pealing colors and d iverse structural features into rugged landforms of unu sual 
scen ic value. T hese Badland s rep resent a unique natural resource, one that we 
p roudly disp lay to vis itors from Other states. 

N ow, our eve r increasing national populati on and our ever increasing de­
sire for elect rical gadgets have increased the demand for lignite, that low-grade 
coal which is so abundant just below the ground surface in western N or th 
and South Dakota and easte rn Mont ana. Presently serving mainly to fuel 
large thermo-electric power pla nts siruared ad jacenr to the fields, lig nite pro­
duction has bee n of modest p rop ortions. H owever , the developm ent of a gas if i­
cati on pr ocess for ligni te may increase ut ilization seve ral hundred-fold. 

Today, ligni te is almost exclusively mi ned by strip-mining meth ods. 
T housands of acres o f useful agricultu ral land are being turned into a new 
kind of badl ands-spoils banks so immense that they actually dominat e the 
land scape. Unlike the natural badlands, however , these arti ficial ones are 
virtually de void of scenic interest and agricultur al value. T hey are scars on 
the face of the earth and a bleak rem inder of the failures of industrial and 
govern menral responsibil ity to the human communi ty. 

This is not to argue tha t there should be no str ip-mi ning, although in 
cert ain p laces that may be des ira ble. W hat is needed is a recogni t ion on the 
part of industry leaders that the land shou ld be restor ed to a topographic 
condit ion consistent wit h the sur round ing , unspoiled landscape and that efforts 
should be made to reestablish vegetat ion that will pr ot ect the ground, rege n­
era te soil, provide wildl ife habitat, and enhance future agri cultural utilization of 
the land . Where th is is nor possible , the land should not be str ip -mine d. 

Ou r pre senr stat e regulations , strongly infl uenced by the corporarions that 
are affected, are weak in env ironmemal and scenic protection . Regu lat ions at 
local govern menra l levels are almost non-exisrenr. Because local govern mental 
units are mor e subject to econom ic and politi cal p ressures, and because the 
problem transc end s local govern mental boundar ies, eff orts at regulatin g strip­
mi ning act ivities must be carr ied OUt at the state level. 

Our land use plann ing mu st take into considera tion environmental pro­
tection as well as econom ic deve lopment . Environmentalists can help to corr ect 
and prevent land abuse by making the ir views known to the coal industry, 
the indu st ries using the coal, local and state regulatory age ncies, and cou nry and 
sta te leg islative leaders. \'Ve must act now to estab lish regulat ions that will 
permit reasonable develop ment and environme ntal pro tect ion before the pres­
sure of increased product ion is app lied. 
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