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T his note records the collection of two Surf Sea ters (Melanitta perspicil­
lata) in North Dakota and documents three other recen t records. 

On the basis of a bird recorded on the D es Lacs National Wildlife Refuge 
at Kenmare on October 8, 1938, by Seth H . Low and a reported occurrence 
at the J. Clark Salyer National Wildlife Refuge at Upham during the same 
year ( 1953, Paul A. Johnsgard, compiler, Birds of North Dakota, N ort h Da­
kota Institute for Regional Studies, Fargo), Robert E. Stewart (1 971) listed 
the status of the Surf Scorer as "hypothetical." 

On October 16, 1971 , I collected two immature male Surf Scorers from a 
group of four birds along the shoreline of a brushy island on Gob's lake, 8 
miles north of Robinson, Kidder County, North Dakota. The birds were dis ­
tinguished from immature White-winged Seaters ( Melanitta deglandi) by 
the lack of white feathers in the speculum, absence of feathering at the sides 
of the bill, and by wing, tail, tarsus and culmen measurements (Kortwrighr, 
1943; Delacour, 1959). The presence of two light spots on the sides of the 
elongated, sloping heads, the organge-black color of the legs and feet , and 
feathering extending nearly to the nostril of the upper mandibles ruled Out 
the possibility of the birds being Common Scoters ( Oidemia nigra ). The fol ­
lowing measurements were taken : 

Bird Wing 
Number Age Sex Chord Culmen Tarsus Mid-toe Tail 

(mm) (mm) (mm) (mm) (mm ) 
1 Imm. M 219 37.3 35.1 61.3 66.1 
2 Imm. M 229 38.2 36.3 61.9 74.3 

The heads, wings, legs and tails of these birds have been deposited in the col ­
lection at the NOrthern Prairie Wildlife Research Center. 

It is interesting to note that reports of Surf Scoters were obtained in two 
other localities in North Dakota during the fall of 1971. On October 16, 
Thomas F. Sechrist, U. S. Game Management Agent, Devils Lake, identified 
an immature Surf Scorer in a hunter's bag. This bird, which had characteristics 
similar to the rwo collected specimens, was shot on Pelican Lake, 4 miles north 
and 3 miles east of Minnewaukan, Benson County. Mr. Sechrist was able to 
obtain a wing from the bird for his reference collection. The wing chord 
measured 233 mm. On October 24 , Robert E. Stewart and Robert E. Stewart, 
Jr., identified a Surf Seater on Chicago lake, 5 miles south, 6 miles west of 
Woodworth, Stutsman County. This bird was thought to be an adult fem ale 
because of noticeable protuberances on the bill and the dark body coloration. 

A recent conversation with Charles F. Schroeder, waterfowl biologist, North 
Dakota Game and Fish Department, Bismarck, revealed an earlier record for 
this species. On October 5, 1968, Mr. Charles Michel, of Bismarck, shot a bird 
on Wolf Creek Game Management Area, 4 miles west of Coleharbor, McLean 
County , North Dakota; this bird was later identified by Mr. Schroeder as a 
Surf Scorer, 

On the basis of the above records, the status of the Surf Scorer in North 

In 



D akora changes from "hypothetical" to "cu rrent" and increases the tota l num­
ber of fully accepted species in th e state checklist to 340 . 
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Note 
G O LDEN -WINGED WARBLER IN BURLEIGH C O U NTY, N ORT H D AKOTA. On 

the evening o f M ay 25, 19 71, N eil Co nr ad , m y wife Genevieve, and I observed 
a male G olden-w ing ed W arbler t Ve rnrio ora chrysop sera i on the capitol 
grounds in Bism arck, N orth D akora. The warbler flew dow n co a bird bath 
three ti mes, bathed , and then perched on a limb overhead . There it preened 
itself for several m in utes, prominently display ing its identi fyi ng mark s. The 
observation was made from a d istance o f approx ima tely fift y feet . 

A G olden-winged Warbler was a lso observ ed in Fargo , Cass Count y, N orth 
Dakora o n May 2 1, 1971, by Mrs. Lyle D avis, Far go ( A me rican Birds, 25 :76 1 ). 
Previous N orth Da kota rec ords o f G olden-wing ed W ar b lers , as com piled by 
Robert E. Stewart, are as follows : "Report ed from Red Ri ver Valley by C. C. 
Schm idt ( 1904, List of Birds that have been observed in N orth D ako ta, D ept. 
of Pub lic In struct ion , 16 p . ). R ecorded in Bismarck ( Bird Records File, N or th 
D ak ota In st itu te for Reg ion al Studies, Fargo ) . Aug ust 26, 1961 - T wo observed 
at J am escown ( Ro ber t E. Stew art ) . Aug ust 27 , 1 ~) 61-0n e observed a t J ame s­
town ( Robert E. Stewart ) . Se p tem ber 1S, 1969-0ne observed at Fargo ( Mrs. 
Lyle D avi s ) ." 

Am eri can Ornithologi sts' Union ( [957 , p. (9 1) list s th e western edge o f 
the br eeding ra ng e o f th e G old en -Winge d Warb ~ er as extending fro m south ­
eas tern M an irob a through easrern M inn esot a to SOutheas tern Iowa. T h us th e 
sig hti ngs in Bismar ck are far beyond th e western bord er o f the listed br eed ing 
ran ge for th is species and are the mos t western observa tions reported co da te 
in N orth D ak ota. 

1 w ish co thank Dr. Paul Spr ing er and Robert E. St ew art o f the N orthern 
Pr air ie Wildlife Research Cent er, J amesrown, for supp lyjng rec ord s and refer ­
encc- . -William A. Baresb, 1527 N . 191b 51., Bis marck , N ortb Dubot« 5850 I , 
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