


to the user. In the end the user will be stuck with the cost, but this should be
by increased cost of the product rather than through increaszd taxes to clean up
after irresponsible polluters.

But the best legislation will be useless without substantial financial support
to those branches of state government that are responsible for the enforcement
of the legislation. Failure to adequately provide the funding needed to enforce
the laws is an open invitation to all segments of society to ignore the laws.

Finally, our government servants must be held responsible to society. If
we find them advocating environmental destruction or failing to prevent such
destruction, we must act quickly and forcefully. Politicians are rarely convinced
by an individual representing citizen concern. But one citizen can start the
ball rolling. The call to environmental action is simply a request that whoso-
ever becomes aware of an environmental conflict communicate that concern
to other citizens and to public officials. The jetport in the Florida Everglades
was stopped because a few citizens got concerned. And the proposed Kindred
Dam on the Sheyenne River may yet be stopped because of the efforts of a
small group of farmers and conservationists.

The problems are serious, the stakes immense, and the prospects gloomy,
but hope exists. If we temper our expectations with the realities of the political
process, we may leave for future generations an environment where work and
recreation are mutually compatible and where life for all organisms will truly

be passed on.
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