
be prepared to present testimony to committees. Such testimony should be 
based upon direct knowledge of the importance of the proposed legislation. 
Routi ne endorsement or highly emotional statements are not likely to sway 
a committee member's vote. If a member of the committee repres ents the 
district in which you live, he should be contact ed by as many of his constitu­
ents as have a concern for the legislation. On ce a committee has acted upon 
a bill and made a recommendation to the legislative body, const ituents should 
contact the ir legislators and express their opinions. T his is the critical stage 
where everyone can and should play a role. W hen the action is compl eted, 
praise those legislators who voted according to your wishes and ask those who 
didn't to exp lain why they voted as they did. 

Constituent imp ur is an important aspect in the legislative process, but it 
can rarely compete on equal terms with the professional lobbyist. Industries 
and professional organizations hire lobbyists to ensure that their int erests are 
pro tected in all legislation that is enacted. Lobbyists are employed because 
they know what to do and how to do it, and they are active in the Capitol 
throughout the legislative session. Citizens who think that, because their cause 
is "right," legislators will vote to support them may be in for a shock. Con­
sti tuents are most important to a legislator during election campaigns; during 
legislative sessions it is usually the lobbyist who commands the legislator'S 
attent ion. 

More and more in recent years the emphasis in society, industry and govern ­
ment has been to cont rol nature. T his is the rationale that has been used to 
drain wetlands, to remove native forests, to dam streams, to destroy predatory 
birds and mammals, to protect crops and livestock, to modify the weather, etc. 
Such actions are environmenta lly exploitative, aesthetically barbaric and poten­
tially disastrous. Many of these actions have been and are cont inuing to be 
taken without any und erstanding of what the ecological consequences might be. 

Although in some ways it seems that we lack much concern for environ­
mental problems, it is evident that we have more concern than we have data. 
Da ta on the environment in North Dakota are at best fragmenta ry, at worst 
non-existent . W e need baseline studies of the present environment where it 
can still be found in relatively unpolluted and und isturbed condition. We need 
better knowledge of the present sources of pollut ion in order to predict future 
trends that will enable us to take action before damage results. W e need data 
on the ability of the environment to absorb pollu tants, the routes they take 
in the ecosystem, and their ultimate fates. W e need to cease the exploitation 
of the public lands of the state until a full environmental assessment of them 
has been accomplished. And we need public education on environmental values. 

Such efforts will cost the taxpayers a considerable sum of money. Ho w­
ever, if we can afford to spend millions of dollars of state taxes on high way 
construction, water management projects and increased agricultural production, 
etc., surely we can afford to spend a small fraction of that amount to carry out 
the ecological research on which rational decisions on environme ntal manage­
ment should be based. 

W e must have legislation that will min imize pollution and maximize en­
vironmental protection. This can be accomplished by a mixed bag of incent ives 
and penalties that will make it mor e expensive to pollute than not to pollute. 
To do so, we must ensure that the cost is assigned to the company rather than 
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to the user . In the end the user will be stuck wi th the COSt, but th is should be 
by increased COSt of the produce ra ther than through increased taxes to clean up 
after irresponsible poll uters. 

But the best legislation will be useless without substantial finan cial suppOrt 
co those branches of state govern ment that are responsible for the enforcement 
of the legislation. Failure co adequately provide the fund ing needed co enforce 
the laws is an open invitation CO all segments of society to ignore the laws. 

Finally , our gove rn ment servants must be held responsible co society. If 
we find them advocating environmental destruct ion or fail ing co pr event such 
dest ruct ion, we must act quickly and forcefully . Politicians are rarely convinced 
by an individual represent ing citizen concern . Bue one citizen can start the 
ball rolling. T he call co environmental act ion is simply a request that whoso­
ever becomes aware of an environmental conflict communicate that concern 
to other cit izens and co public off icials. The jetport in the Flor ida Evergl ades 
was stopped because a few citi zens got concerned. And the proposed Kindred 
Dam on the Sheyenne River may yet be stop ped because of the efforts of a 
small gro up of farmers and conservat ionists. 

The problems are serious, the stakes immense, and the pr ospects gloomy, 
bur hope exists. If we temper our expectations with the realiries of the political 
process , we may leave for future generations an environment where work and 
recreation are mut ually compatible and where li fe for all organisms will trul y 
be passed on . 
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