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This note reports an un usual wildlife accident involving a stri ped skunk 
(Mephitis me phitis) and a commercial jelly jar. On OCtober 26, 1970. a 
4.5-po und juvenile male str iped skunk was livetr apped 4 mi les east of H ills­
boro in Traill Count y, North Dakota, Exam inat ion re vealed that a jar neck 
3 inches in d iameter and about 1 inch in width encircled the animal' s neck 
( Figure 1 ) . The broken edges of the jar neck were worn smooth by the slid ing 
act ion about the neck. T he only apparent effect of the collar was that the hair 
about the neck was worn , 5 mm long versus 20 mm on a normal skunk. Th e 
weight of the individual did not deviate markedly from the mea n weight ( 4.7 
lbs.) of juvenile str iped skunks caught in the area. 

A. A. Gustafson of the N orth Dakota Public Health Labora tory in Grand 
Forks stated tha t he found a dead striped skunk with a glass collar in the 
winter of 1967 a few miles SOut h of Grand Forks. Jerald O. Jacobson , North 
Da kota State Un iversity , sta ted that he saw a skunk with a tin can over its 
head in the spri ng of 1967 which a farmer shot 2 mi les south of Chaffee, 
Nort h Dakota. A gray fox t Urocyon cin ereoargentus ) wi th a t in can over its 
head was report ed by Lee (1 962) . Most animals suffering such accide nts 
prob ably either pull free or succumb to starvation . The skunk captured in thi, 
instance app arently managed to smash the jar after it cou ld not extricate its 
head. 
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