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Three new areas were added to the list of Christ mas Bird Count locations 
in N orth Dakota in 1971. One of these gave the extreme western part of the 
state representation when a party from Jamestown established a new count 
area near Marmarth. The other two new locations were Valley City and Mc­
Leod in the eastern port ion of the state. The twelve areas at which counts 
were conducted are shown on Figure 1. 

FIGURE 1. LOCATION OF COUNT AREAS 
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1. Marmath 5. Leeds 9. Mcleod 
2. Des Lacs Refuge 6. Sully's Hill Preserve 10. Tewaukon Refuge 
3. Bismarck-Mandan 7. Jamestown 11. Grand Forks 
4. ] . Clark Salyer Refuge 8. Valley City 12. Fargo-Moorhead 

A total of 124 persons spent 438 party hours afield and covered 3,631 
miles by car, afoot, and by snowmobile. These statistics reflect a steadily grow­
ing interest in the Christmas Bird Counts. The results of these efforts are a 
new high in the number of species observed. 

Several new species were added to individual area lists. These include the 
Gadwall, Pintail, American W idgeon, Lesser Scaup, Common Goldeneye, 
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NORTH DAKOTA CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT - 1971 

Des Lac s 8 i eea r c k -, J . Cla r k Sa Lye r Sully ' 5 Hi I I va l Ley - Tewauko n Grand- Fa r go-
Mar marth Refug e <ta - ida n Re fuge L e eds, Pr e s o r vc- J am es t ow n c i t y ,\k: L ood Refuge t orks ."bor h c a d 

gpec i e s 12 - 1 8 - 71 12 -1 9- 71 12 -1 9- 71 12 - 30 -71 12 - 3 } - 71 12 - 30 - 71 12 -2 1 - 71 12 - 18 -71 12- 30 -71 12 - 2 8 - 7 1 12- 18-7 1 12 -18- 7 1 

I. 
2 . 

:-1.a 1 l ard 
G.."ldlVall 

" 8 J 3 , 
] . Pi n t ai 1 j 

4. Amer ican w':i.dgeon 1 
5 . Lesser Sc a up 1 

6 . C01lUTl on Go l d eneye 2 ] 

7 . Co rereo n Mer ga nser 
8. l?ough - l e 9 91.>d Ha wk 1 7 
9 . Golden Ea gle 1 1 

10 . Pa rieie r 'c I con 2 

11. Sp a r r ow Ha wk 1 
12 . Gr e a t e r Pra i r i o (ll i c k en I 
13 . Sh a r p - t ai l ed Grou se 184 118 )) ) 9 "4 
14 . Sag e Grou se 55, 
1 5 . Ring -necked P h e a san t 2 1 39 u2 30 1 17 ] 53 
1 0 . Gra y' Part r idge 49 1 7 7 12 211 47 11 3 

00 17 . 
18 . 

'rurk ev 
."1Ou r n i " 9 Dove 

1 

19 . Grea t Hor ne d Owl 5 1 1 2 3 8 
20 . Snowy Owl 1 4 

2 1. Long - e a red Owl 
2 2 . S ho r t - e a r e d Owl 
2 3 . Be lted King fi sher 
2 4 . Ye ll ow- s ha f t e d Flicker 
25 . pi l e a t e d 1,o,'oodpecker 2 

26 . Hair y \.o,bodpecker 4 11 ) 1 0 1 9 11 8 1 5 B 34 
27 . Downy WOOdpeck e r 2 5 1 9 :l 12 14 11 32 2 9 ]3 
28. l ia r ned La r k 63 1 6 6 599 108 9 79 8 4 
29 . 
30. 

Gr a y Jay 
Bl ue J a y I 18 1 1) 1 4 3 5 I 2 

1 
33 

31. 
32. 
D . 

Hla c k c b i, lled Magp i e 
Co mmo n cr ow 
Bl a c k - c a pp e d Ch i c k adec 

37 

9 

4 7 

15 

40 

12 2 

6 

9 

14 

7 

n 
2 

:lU 

5 

02 

5 
4 

0 5 

12 
1 9 
" 0 

1 
B 

10 
22 

4 
40 

208 
14 . \l." i t e -br eas t ed Nu tha t c h 16 3 14 16 2 6 5 8 8 62 
] 5 . Re d - b r eas ted Nut ha t c h 1 3 a 
36 . 
37 . 

Brow n Cr e epe r 
Brown Thrasher 

0 I 5 2 5 
1 

38 . Ro b i n 1 :I I 10 
) 9 . Town s e nd ' s ~li t af r e 
40 . Go l d e n - crown ed King l e t 



NORTH DAKOTA CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT - 1971 (continued ) 
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Greater Pra irie Chicken and Brown-headed Cowbird at j amesrown. Grand 
Forks adde d the Pheasant, Red-w inged Blackbird and Rusty Blackbird to their 
list . Two unusual sighcings at Fargo-Moorhead were the Gray Jay and the 
Brown Thrasher. While no previous data are available for the Marmarth area, 
the high count of Shar p-tailed Grouse, Sage Grouse, Townsend's Solitaire and 
Bohemian Waxwing wer e of srecial note for that area . The Pileared Wood­
pecker and the large number 0 Hairy Woodpeckers at McLeod were notable. 
At McLeod twenty-five of the Hairy Woodpeckers which were listed were 
seen in one corn field. 

Common Redpolls were observed at all but one count locat ion and they 
were numerous at Sully's Hi ll, Mcleod, and pa rtic ularly so at Grand Forks. 
The wide d istr ibution of the Pine Grosbeak, rang ing from Mar marth to Grand 
Forks, and from Des Lacs to Fargo, was also of special interest. 

Note 
R ED THROATED LOON OBSERVED ON LAKE A SHTABULA, NORTH DAKOTA. 

At 7:00 p.m . on the evening of J uly 15, 1972, I sigh ted a red -throated loon 
I~O yards off Sundstron:'s Boat Landi ng on Lake Ashtabula, approximately 15 
miles north of Valley City, N orth Dakota. I watched the loon for 15 minutes. 
Duri~~ this time it preened itself. and occasiona lly flapped its wings. light 
cond itions were excellent, and while watching the loon 1 took these notes : 
~hite Cheeks, neck, and breast; no wing bars; spOts on back; and upturned 
bill, the latter being the main ident ifyin g characteristic of the red-throated 
loon . On the evenings of July 16, 17, and 18, I returned to this same area 
but 1 did not see the loon again. ' 

Th e red-throated loon is listed as an accidental species in the "Check list 
of Birds in N ort h Dakota" by R. 1. Stewart ( Prairie N atttralist 3(1 ): 3-12 ) . 
- W ayne Olson, Box 144, R.R. 11-2, Moorhead, Mi nn. 56560. 
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