


NORTH DAKOTA CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT — 1971

Des Lacs Bismarck- J. Clark Salyer Sully's Hill Valley- Tewaukon Grand- Fargo-
Marmarth Refuge Mandan Refuge Leeds Preserve Jamestown city McLeod Refuge forks Moorhead
Species 12-18-71 12-19-71 12-19-71 12-30-71 12-31-71 12-30-71 12-21-71 12-18-71 12-30-71 12-28-71 12-18-71 12-18-71

1. Mallard 88 33

2. Gadwall 3

3. Pintail 3

4. American widgeon 1

5. Lesser Scaup 1

6. Common Goldeneye 2 3

7. Common Merganser 2

8., Rough-legged Hawk B 7 1 4
9, Golden Eagle i ! i
10, Paririe Falcon 2
11. Sparrow Hawk i %
12. Greater Prairie Chicken : |
13. Sharp-tailed Grouse 184 118 33 39 84 ] 3 5
14, Sage Grouse 55,
15. Ring-necked Pheasant 2 1 39 62 36 1 17 3 53
16. Gray Partridge 49 17 7 12 211 a7 113
17. Turkey 1
18, Mourning Dove 6 3
19. Great Horned Owl 5 bt 1 2 3 8 1 5 1 1 3
20, Snowy Owl 1 4 1 b
21. Long-eared Owl 1
22, Short-eared Owl 1 1 2
23. Belted Kingfisher 1
24. Yellow-shafted Flicker 2
25. Pileated Woodpecker 2
26. Hairy Woodpecker 4 11 3 1 6 19 11 81 5 8 34
27. Downy Woodpecker 2 5 19 3 12 14 ) § 32 2 9 33
28. Horned Lark 63 166 599 108 9 79 a 4
29. Gray Jay 1
30. Blue Jay b 18 1 33 1 4 35 1 2 13
31, Rlack-billed Magpie 37 47 40 6 14 22 5 5 12 ry
32. Common Crow 2 4 19 1 10 40

. Black-capped Chickadee 9 35 122 9 7 38 62 65 80 8 22 268
34, White-breasted Nuthatch 16 3 14 16 26 58 8 62
35. Red-breasted Nuthatch 1 3 o
36. PBrown Creeper 6 1 5 2 5
37. Brown Thrasher 2
38. Robin 1 3 1 10
39. Townsend's Solitaire 3

40. Golden-crowned Kinglet 5




NORTH DAKOTA CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT — 1971 (conmtinued)
bes Lacs Bismarck- J. Clark Salyer Sully's Hill Yalley- Tewaukon Grand=- Fargo-
Marmarth Refuge Mandan Refuge Leeds Preserve James town city McLeod Refuge  forks Moorhead
Species 12-18-71 12-19-71 12-19-71 12-30-71 12-31-71 12-30-71 12-21-71 12-18-71 12-30-71 12-28-71 12-18-71 12-18-71
Tl,_gﬁe_m\am Waxwing 169 75 38 60 g z
42. Cedar Waxwing 6
43. Northern Shrike 1 1 4 2 2 2 2 2
44. Starling 7 37 383 4 2 157 8 29 2 435 526
45. House Sparrow 46 1844 1194 130 345 158 3293 579 85 430 9977 3152
46. Western Meadowlark 1 1 b 2 1 6
47. Red-winged Blackbird 8 1 1 1 8 20
48. Rusty Blackbird 12 7 8 27 T 2
49. Brewer's Blackbird 1
50. Common Grackle 3 1 2 4
51. Brown-headed Cowbird 1
52. Cardinal 12
53. Evening Grosbeak 6 4 3 126 8 11
54. Purple Finch 26 - 9 6
55. Pine Grosbeak 9 22 10 12 32 21 34 22 60 3
56. Hoary Redpoll 25 5
57. Common Redpoll 19 265 273 65 878 457 10 883 70 2146 230
58. Pine Siskin 93 15
59. American Goldfinch 2 12
60. Red Crossbill S
61. white-winged Crossbill 1
62. Slate-colored Junco 1 1 1 12 21
63. Oregon Junco 1 3
64. Tree Sparrow 7 1 5
65. Harris Sparrow 2
60. White-throated Sparrow 1
67. Lapland Longspur 31 45 21 12 250
68. Snow Bunting 1052 101 1164 32 205 88 223 85 1133 51
TOTALS :
Species 19 27 32 10 18 19 36 22 24 15 29 39
Individuals 591 3799 3031 265 1780 1409 4898 931 1625 706 14167 4746
Observers 4 14 19 1 4 3 23 I3 11 3 13 28
Party Hours 14% 44 43 9 16 9 81 25 56 18 58 65
Party Miles 139 473 307 34 131 128 554 271 316 187 536 555



Greater Prairie Chicken and Brown-headed Cowbird at Jamestown. Grand
Forks added the Pheasant, Red-winged Blackbird and Rusty Blackbird to their
list. Two unusual sightings at Fargo-Moorhead were the Gray Jay and the
Brown Thrasher. While no previous data are available for the Marmarth area,
the high count of Sharp-tailed Grouse, Sage Grouse, Townsend’s Solitaire and
Bohemian Waxwing were of special note for that area. The Pileated Wood-
pecker and the large number of Hairy Woodpeckers at McLeod were notable.
At McLeod twenty-five of the Hairy Woodpeckers which were listed were
seen in one corn field.

Common Redpolls were observed at all but one count location and they
were numerous at Sully’'s Hill, McLeod, and particularly so at Grand Forks.
The wide distribution of the Pine Grosbeak, ranging from Marmarth to Grand
Forks, and from Des Lacs to Fargo, was also of special interest.

Note

RED THROATED LOON OBSERVED ON LAKE ASHTABULA, NORTH DAKOTA.
At 7:00 p.m. on the evening of July 15, 1972, I sighted a red-throated Joon
100 yards off Sundstrom’s Boat Landing on Lake Ashtabula, approximately 15
miles norch of Valley City, North Dakora. I watched the loon for 15 minutes.
During this time it preened itself and occasionally flapped its wings. Light
conditions were excellent, and while watching the loon I took these notes:
white cheeks, neck, and breast; no wing bars; spots on back; and upturned
bill, the latter being the main identifying characteristic of the red-throated
loon. On the evenings of July 16, 17, and 18, I returned to this same area
but I did not see the loon again. '

The red-throated loon is listed as an accidental species in the “Check List
of Birds in North Dakota” by R. L. Stewart (Prairie Naturalist 3(1):3-12).
—Wayne Olson, Box 144, R.R. #2, Moorhead, Minn. 56560.
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