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N ow , in fall or spring , whe n th e snow a nd blu e geese fly ov er R oll a , we 
wond er if th ey are amo ng th e on es being s tud ied by wild life b iologi sts ar 
Churchill , Man itoba , for when we made a tr ip there th e thi rd week o f Jul y 
1971 , we lea rn ed of a st ud y bei ng carr ied ou t rhere. 

The tr ip wa s one o f th e most fascina ting we have tak en . We dr ove to The 
Pas, leaving there around no on on the Can adian N a tio nal Railway and arri ving 
a t Churchill around n oon the next day . At one sid ing stOp sev era l o f us got 
o ff to ga th er w ild flowe rs for the dining car, and we lunched on w ild s traw ­
berri es w e pic ked in th e field . One o f the passengers had a lerted us to an 
osp rey 's 'n est o n tOP of an unu sed tower ; he re lat ed tha t the tow er was sch ed ­
uled for remo val, but en ough protest had been raised abou t dest royin g th e 
nest th at the tower was saved . 

Our first v iew o f Hud son Bay was imp ressi ve because the ice ha d n ot ye t 
go ne out; however , each foll owing view was eq ua lly as im pressi ve becaus e 
the ice masses were sh ifte d an ew by the wind . In the Bay we saw the fir s r 
wha les of our ex per ience, the belugas, and as we watc hed these w h ite cre atures 
heave Out o f th e blue water , we marveled that not so far from hom e we co uld 
be in such to ta lly differem co unt ry. There we re a lso p lay ful sea ls to be obse rved 

We had expected to see ne w bi rds in Churchill , but we were unprepared 
for th e myri ad of flowers in bloom an d the wo nder o f see ing fa m il iar plan rs 
in miniatu re si ze. Churchill is in a transiti on zo ne between boreal forest an.] 
tundra, a n area that makes th e visi tor wish he we re a lso a botan ist a nd :1 

g eolog ist. Of th e plants we recogni zed, we were most charmed to see a tillY 
yellow lady slipp er in bloom . Others, such as Arcti c co t ton, :l. fluffy w hi te bal l, 
we inquired ab out, b ut an attractive, sm all bu sh with berries WZlS iden ri fic.l 
o nly as food for ptarmigan . For residents o f N orth D ak ot a w ith a proper 
ap prec ia t ion of a col d win ter w ind , we we re struck by the number of trees 
we saw w irh foli age on one s ide o nly . 

We clamber ed over roc ks (good hiking boors a re a necessity) or h iked 
o ut co Cape M erry to bir d watch . One trip was pa rr icu lar ly fru str at ing , for 
we could hear d ogs barking and car s mewing , bu t could see neither. \'\Ic 
watched g re:tt blac k-b acked gulls wheel around , saw Arcti c loon s bobb ing on 
the water, and co nclud ed th ar so me g ulls were me w gull s, alth ough the bird 
g uides we used d id nor sho w th em in th at reg ion . I asked so me tow nspeople 
abo ut the ba rking o f the dogs dow n by th e Bay, and th ey th ought the sound 
po ss ibly came from dogs across the ri ver. It wasn't until we were back home 
th at I read in th e N ati onal Geograph ic book, IF' ,ll n ') Prey and Gnnrc Birds 
of N orth A urerlc«, "T he two loons hav e s im ilar call n o tes , b ut th e A rc tic, 
JU St befor e di vin g , g ives a do glike yelp." Encouraged by th is I w rote to the 
Museum of Man and Nature at Winnipeg to inquire about rhe possibility of 
see ing me w gull s a t Churc h ill and recei ved a repl y from Dr. Robert Nero to 

the effect that se veral gull s, including the mew, had been s igh td .u Church ill 
out of th eir ord inar y r:tng e. It was a lso wh ile w e were s tand ing on rocks n ear 
rhe thy rhar a pair o f sm all, pure white g u lls c irc led directly above us: rhcxr­
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appeared to be ivo ry gulls and we were amazed at our see mi ng good for tune, 
In th is same are a we encountered our fi rst jaegers. On e o f the men on t he 
tra in had w id us rhar the jaegers are hard to iden ri fy and the ones we woule! 
most likely see would be the paras itic, so we acce pted h is information. 

John , my husband, became t ired of h iki ng and he also wanted to get 
fur th er af ield , so he rented a car , a p ick-up tha t had been rolled over twice and 
that occasio nally needed ad justme nts to keep it go ing. W ith t h is tra nsp ortati on 
we went our in th e rucker range area lookin g for young golde n p lovers, We 
have a special a ff in ity for these tra vellers since they arr ive punctua lly in our 
area each sp r ing on May ~ , 10 or I I. \,,\/e saw only a few ad ults in Churchill 
and no young ; we mu st ha ve been I oo ~i ng at the wrong t ime of day , But it 
was on th is trip tha t we saw a fem ale ' po lar bear and tWO cubs. They were 
spread out on the rocks near the wa ter , obviously rest ing and sun bat hin g, 
and we needed field g lasses to observe them closely. T he re is no wa y to de­
scr ibe rhe aW,e one feels upon see ing those spectacular ani mals. 

Ot her birds that were new to us were oldsq uaw duc ks an d common eide rs, 
O ne day , unenc um bered by field g lasses and bird gu ides, I was wa nder ing 
arou nd looking at plants and decided (() rest by a pond o pposite the g ra in 
term inal. T his water teemed w ith shore b irds, some acting like p halaropes 
whi le others were sandpipe rs I d idn't recog nize, as we ll as many others I could 
not ident ify, On th is trip I d id see a lem ming which rem ind ed me of a slim 
ge rbil. 

At twil ig ht we decided to go down to the Bay to listen to b ird calls, but 
a heavy screen of mo sgu itoes kept us from carrying ou t th at mi ssion. 

T he weather was fine all the rime we were there, the rain ho ld ing off 
unti l th e day we ro de back to T he Pas, We needed warm cloth ing, but I 
not iced that on the two days a fter our return the tem pera tur es in Rolla were 
lower than t hose in Churchill. 

Ot her highligh tS o f being in Churc hill wer e tour ing the tremendous g r:lin 
term inal, visiting the Eskimo museum, and the store in the Eskimo village o f 
Ak udlik, and by peculiar happenstance at tend ing an Esk imo funeral. Add ed ro 
all th is was th e opportunity of meeting all sorts o f fasinat ing pe op le. 

T wo booklets that I have secured since coming back fro m Churchill have 
been help ful in convi ncing me tha t I should make a return tr ip. O ne is Birds 
o f tbc CIJ III'cIJill Regioll} jlLlllitoha by Jeh l and Sm ith (S pecial P ublica t ion 
N umbe r I, Manitoba M useum o f !'.Ln and N ature, \'Vin n ipeg , M ani toba, 
1( 70 ) ; the ot her is a gu ide book Tbc Natii :c Flora of Cbnrcbil], ;1/'lIIitob,t 
w ith not es on the h isto ry, geology, and climate o f the area by H . J. Scogg an 
( D epart ment of N ort hern Affa irs and Na tional Resources, Ottawa, 1( 59 ) . 
Un doub ted ly, the M useum of Man and N ature has ot he r ma ter ial ava ilable 
abou r th is most inreresrin u area 


