
appeared to be ivo ry gulls and we were amazed at our see mi ng good for tune, 
In th is same are a we encountered our fi rst jaegers. On e o f the men on t he 
tra in had w id us rhar the jaegers are hard to iden ri fy and the ones we woule! 
most likely see would be the paras itic, so we acce pted h is information. 

John , my husband, became t ired of h iki ng and he also wanted to get 
fur th er af ield , so he rented a car , a p ick-up tha t had been rolled over twice and 
that occasio nally needed ad justme nts to keep it go ing. W ith t h is tra nsp ortati on 
we went our in th e rucker range area lookin g for young golde n p lovers, We 
have a special a ff in ity for these tra vellers since they arr ive punctua lly in our 
area each sp r ing on May ~ , 10 or I I. \,,\/e saw only a few ad ults in Churchill 
and no young ; we mu st ha ve been I oo ~i ng at the wrong t ime of day , But it 
was on th is trip tha t we saw a fem ale ' po lar bear and tWO cubs. They were 
spread out on the rocks near the wa ter , obviously rest ing and sun bat hin g, 
and we needed field g lasses to observe them closely. T he re is no wa y to de­
scr ibe rhe aW,e one feels upon see ing those spectacular ani mals. 

Ot her birds that were new to us were oldsq uaw duc ks an d common eide rs, 
O ne day , unenc um bered by field g lasses and bird gu ides, I was wa nder ing 
arou nd looking at plants and decided (() rest by a pond o pposite the g ra in 
term inal. T his water teemed w ith shore b irds, some acting like p halaropes 
whi le others were sandpipe rs I d idn't recog nize, as we ll as many others I could 
not ident ify, On th is trip I d id see a lem ming which rem ind ed me of a slim 
ge rbil. 

At twil ig ht we decided to go down to the Bay to listen to b ird calls, but 
a heavy screen of mo sgu itoes kept us from carrying ou t th at mi ssion. 

T he weather was fine all the rime we were there, the rain ho ld ing off 
unti l th e day we ro de back to T he Pas, We needed warm cloth ing, but I 
not iced that on the two days a fter our return the tem pera tur es in Rolla were 
lower than t hose in Churchill. 

Ot her highligh tS o f being in Churc hill wer e tour ing the tremendous g r:lin 
term inal, visiting the Eskimo museum, and the store in the Eskimo village o f 
Ak udlik, and by peculiar happenstance at tend ing an Esk imo funeral. Add ed ro 
all th is was th e opportunity of meeting all sorts o f fasinat ing pe op le. 

T wo booklets that I have secured since coming back fro m Churchill have 
been help ful in convi ncing me tha t I should make a return tr ip. O ne is Birds 
o f tbc CIJ III'cIJill Regioll} jlLlllitoha by Jeh l and Sm ith (S pecial P ublica t ion 
N umbe r I, Manitoba M useum o f !'.Ln and N ature, \'Vin n ipeg , M ani toba, 
1( 70 ) ; the ot her is a gu ide book Tbc Natii :c Flora of Cbnrcbil], ;1/'lIIitob,t 
w ith not es on the h isto ry, geology, and climate o f the area by H . J. Scogg an 
( D epart ment of N ort hern Affa irs and Na tional Resources, Ottawa, 1( 59 ) . 
Un doub ted ly, the M useum of Man and N ature has ot he r ma ter ial ava ilable 
abou r th is most inreresrin u area 


