
Coordination: A Step for Environmental Protection
 
Env ironmenta l ac rion in N orth D akota is so d iff use as to be almost to tally 

ine ffective. In leg islative an d regu latory agency ac ti vities or in developmental 
ma tter s o f Statew ide concern, the en viron mental view po int is a t best frag ­
mented an d sporad ic, at wo rst non -existent . Th is un fortuna te cir cumstance has 
resulted fr om th e development of org aniza t ions w hic h are or iented towards 
spec ial interests , such as hunting , fishing, bird st udy, p rotecti on o f :1 r iver 
vall ey, erc ., and fr om th e lack of coord ination in th e ir act ivi ties. 

Diversi ty is a good thing unless it goes so fa r as to d ilu te th e resources, 
personal an d economic, tha t are ne eded to accompli sh the job. Di ff use inte rests 
lose their e ff ect ive ness in the poli t ical ar ena to 'the strong cha llenge of th ose 
interests w hich have a uni fie d vo ice. Moreo ver , suc h di ff us ion may result in 
unc oordina ted efforts so that opposing int eres ts may p lay u p minor d iffere nces 
uf opinion in order to de srroy the major objectives o f a ll o f the concern ed 
organ izat ion s. In short , an uncoordi nat ed approach plays into the han ds o f 
cho se who w ish ro degrade the environment for their ow n material advantage, 

Probabl y the grea test sing le step th at ca n be tak en to increase awareness 
:lnd prot ect the qual ity uf the en vironment in Nort h Dakota would be to effect 
the consolidation of a ll ex isting env ironmental organiza t ion s into ;[ st a tewide 
envi ronmenta l coord inat ing co unc il. Such cou nc ils have pr oven re ma rka bly 
effec tive in other sta tes. For example, the Florida Coaliti on for the En v iron­
ment mu st er ed th e su pp Ort tha t led to the d efeat o f bo th t he proposed Eve r­
g lades Jetport and the C ross -F lorida Barge Can a l, both when th ey were ;[1­
rea dy und er constr uc tion. 

Since its incept ion, th e N orth Dak ota N atural Sc ience Society has be en 
concerned w ith increasing th e coord in ar ion o f en vironmental organiza t io ns. 
Efforts beg un by th e Soc iet y ab o ut four yea rs Jgo were not carr ied to fruit ion, 
N uw, wi th incr eased pressu res for we tlands dra inage, sur face m in ing, cua l gas i­
fica t ion , irri gation , floud prot ect io n, pest con tr ol, erc ., it is time to re-esta blish 
thi s as th e most important ac u vi ry for the Soc iet y. 

According to th e Chinese pr overb , "A journey of a th ou sand miles beg ins 
w ith bur a s ing le step." Let us now take that s tep tow ards th e coor d ina t ion 
o f activ it ies o f environmenta l orga n iza tions , 

- Pau l B. Kan nowski 
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