


FIGURE 1. Biologist examining widgeongrass balls along edge of alkali lake approxi-
mately 3.5 miles east of Crystal Springs, North Dakota. Photo by Paul F. Springer.

FIGURE 2. Biologist holding widgeongrass balls found along edge of alkali lake
approximately 3.5 miles east of Crystal Springs, North Dakota. Photo by Paul F.
Springer.




talized salts and occasional fragments of algae. Similar balls have
been reported from Miller Lake, Oregon, by Dr. George W. Field.

This phenomenon is apparently not unique to the prairies because McAtee
(1925) also described vegetation balls that have been formed on coastal areas
and recounted how, in the past, they have been identified as nests of mollusks
or of newts. He also reviewed some of the names that have been used to
identify these curious objects:

They have proved intriguing not only to scientists but to the laity,
good evidence in this direction being the number of vernacular names
applied to them. We may cite the following: Scientific or pseudosci-
entific, Aegragropila (as supposed members of a genus of algae of
that name), globuli marinae, pilae marinae, pilae stagnales, sphaerae
marinae, sphaerae thalassiae; Dutch, Zeeballen; English, Burr balls,
sea balls, vegetable balls, water-rolled weed balls; French (at least
in form), Aegrogropiles de mer, aegrogropiles marines, pelotes ma-
rines; German, bezoarsteine, faserbille, meerbille, meerpillen, see-
bille, seeknodel; and Italian, motolini.

Although the length of time required to produce a large ball is unknown,
possibly several years could be involved. The widgeongrass ball is one of the
many unique characteristics of the alkali lakes of North Dakota. These lakes

should be preserved for future generations .
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