
o f Mikkola and Sulkava ( 1909 ) who found M i crot us agrest is to co mprise 
:'-;:) .3 ' : of the tota l food intake of th ese owls in Fin land . In add ition. other 
spel ies llf ,Hic rof/l l were consumed . 

\'<'h ile rodents , especially mic e. are preferred , bi rds are also taken ( Saun­
ders, I lJl 1; Urner, ]<)23; Long and Wiley, 1961; Mi kkola and SuIkava, 19(;<') i . 

H owever, no bird rema ins were found in th e pellet ana lyses du ring thi s wely 
( T able I ) . T his may ind icate that the diet of th e sho rt-eared ow l ref lects ! he 
ava ilabi lity o f pr ey species. and that dur ing periods of sma ll rnam IIIa I ab un­
dance, preda tio n on passer ine b irds is probably min imal. 
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