


This may reflect a difference in the general patterns of fall migration through
the two regions, although local factors, including weather conditions and habi-
tat, possibly contributed to the dissimilarites. Cnly the Yellow Warbler was
common to both lists.

TaBLE 2. MOST FREQUENTLY KILLED SPECIES AT THE EAST-CENTRAL
AND OMEGA TOWERS.

East-Central Towers Omega Tower

Number Number
Species Killed Species Killed
Slate-colored Junco 42 Yellow Warbler 19
Tree Sparrow 39 American Coot 13
Ovenbird 26 Myrtle Warbelr 13
Yellow Warbler 12 Sora 12
Red-eyed Vireo 11 Savannah Sparrow 10
Total 130 Toral 67
(39% of toral kill) (34% of total kill)

Scavenger and predator activity was noted at all towers throughour the
study. While observations of marked birds placed at various sites around the
Omega tower indicated that the daily, early morning searches kept losses of
tower-killed birds there at a level of less than 5 percent (Avery et al, 1973),
such losses at the east-central towers probably were more substantial since
searches were not made daily. There was no means to estimate the magnitude
of the losses at the east-central rowers, however.

SUMMARY

In the fall of 1972, bird mortality was monitored at the KXJB-TV, KTHI-
TV, WDAY-TV and Omega towers in eastern North Dakota. Altogether, 561
birds representing 88 species were collected. Species most frequently killed at
the east-central towers (KXJB, KTHI, and WDAY ) were dissimilar to those
most commonly killed at the Omega tower. Largest losses occurred on overcast
nights following the passage of cold fronts through the regions. Scavengers
and predators probably removed substantial numbers of tower-killed birds at
the east-central towers.
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