










on the east shore of Horsehead Lake. The fact that each of these groups con­
sisted o f more than two b irds suggests that they were not breeding birds but 
instead were perhaps subadulrs which had not yet a ttained breed ing Status. 
Walkinshaw ( 1950) reported rhar non-breeding Grearer s in Michigan form 
rogerher in loose-knit feeding and roosting flocks during the summer. 

On at least three occasions in summer, cranes have been sighted in North 
Dakota in gro ups of two. On Jul y 7, 1964, R. E. Stewart observed two cranes 
flying low over Medina (Kidder County) . P. F. Springer ( pers. comrn. ) 
approached to within 100 yards of a pair of cranes in a wet meadow near Lake 
Alice ( Ramsey Count y) on July 19, 1968. Two cran es were observed soaring 
above Sullys Hi ll ( Benson Count y ) on June 21, 1971 ( D . E. Goeke, per s. 
comm.). Also, two adults with a yearl ing were sighted north of Crystal Spr ings 
by P. F. Spr inger on May 13, 1969, a month later than most spring migrants 
pass thr ough the stare. These bird s may represent non-breeders, but one can 
still hope that rhe Sandhill Crane migh t return one day, of its own accord , 
to nest in the marshes of North Dakota. 

Aldo Leopold ( 1949 :97) tells us that a crane marsh is special: "Am id the 
endless med iocri ty of the commonplace, a crane marsh holds a paleont olog ical 
patent of nob ility, won in the march of aeons, and revokab le on ly by shotgun. 
T he sad ness discern ible in some marshes arises, perhaps, from their once hav ing 
harbored cran es. N ow the y stand hum bled , adrift in his tory." To once again 
have nesting Sandh ill Cranes in N orth Dakota would certainly enrich the 
natural biota of the state, and enhance the her itage of all citizens. 

W e are gra teful to P. F. Springer for useful comments on an earlier draft 
of this report. 
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