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The least weasel is distributed throughout most of Canada and the north­
central Un ited States, including all of North Dakota, Although widespread, 
this species is considered rare throughout its ent ire range ( H all, 1951; Bailey, 
1926) . Occasionally population irruptions of least weasel are reported. Swenk 
( 192 6 ) rep orted a population irruption of least weasels in Nebraska in 1916 
and 191 7 and Swanson and Fryklund ( 1935) observed increased numbers of 
least weasels in Minnesota during the per iod 1928 thr ough 1930. Our purpose 
is to rep ort a popul ation irruption of least weasels whi ch occurr ed in east­
central N orth Dakota in 196 9-1970 . 

During a foot habits study of the red fox ( Vulpesvulpesl in Barnes, K id­
der , and Stutsman Counties, rema ins of 6 least weasels were found in 56 fox­
rearing dens excavated in 1969, 19 in 72 den s excavated in 1970 , and 1 in 
66 dens excavate d in 1971 ( Alan Sargeant , pers . cornm. ). Two fur bu yers in 
Stutsman, one in Barnes, and one in Foster County reported that none to one 
or rwo leasr weasels were brought to each of them in most years. Together 
they bought less than 5 during the 1968-1 969 trapping season , 21 in 1969­
1970 , and 2 in 1970-71. A roral of 68 least weasels were accounted for during 
the three years; including 26 from fox dens, 28 purchased by fur dealers, and 
14 obtained by the authors from trappers or as "road kills ." Six were obtained 
between N ovember 1, 1968 ro June - 30, 196 9, 54 from the same period in 
1969 ·1970 and 8 in 1970-1971. It appears that the least weasel population 
reached . a high level in 1969 but declined during the wint er of 1969-1970 

H all (195 1:174) stated that meadow voles ( Microtu s pennsyl oanlca s ; are 
a ma jor part of the least weasel die t. The weasel irruption in North Dakota 
apparently followed a population increase o f the meadow voles; voles were nu­
merous in 1968 and 1969, but had decreased noticeably by the spring of 1970. 
Vole population changes were substantiated by visual sightings and indirectly by 
an incre ase in certain breeding rap tors wh ich also prey heav ily upon thi s mam ­
mal. Easrerla ( 1970) rep orted least weasels for the first time in Missour i and 
related the ir occurrence ro the high mouse po pulation o f the preced ing years. 

Gunderson and Beer ( 1953) reported tha t least weasels in M inne sota use 
high marshes and damp meadows. Dur ing th is study least wease ls were not 
as select ive in their choice of habitat and were observed or collected in nat ive 
prair ie, wetl ands, river bottoms, hay fields and farm yards. 
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