


mon to the area were represented in the food remains. Of significance is that
13 (65 percent) of the 20 birds that could be sexed were females.

TABLE 2. Species and sex composition of adult and immature ducks found at 14 mink
dens in east-central North Dakota during July and August 1969.

Species Female Male Unkown Total
Mallard (Anas platyrbynchos) [ 0 2 3
Gadwall (Anas strepera) 0 [ 3 4
Pintail (Anas acuta) 1 1 [ 3
Blue-winged Teal (Anas discors) 7 5 6 18
American Widgeon (Mareca americana) 0 0 I 1
Shoveler (Spatula clypeata) 2 0 6
Canvasback (Aythya valisineria) 1 0 0 1
Ruddy (Oxyzra jamaicensis) 1 0 0 1
Unidentified duck 0 0 . 7
Total 13 7 24 44

DiscussioN

The dens in this study were similar to those described by Schiadweiler and
Storm (1969) and by Sargeant et al. (1973), and it was apparent that several
dens were used by individual families of mink. The limited number of mice
and newly hatched birds found at the dens is atuributed to the characteristic
of mink to totally consume many small animals (Errington, 1967 and Sargeant
et al.,, 1973).

The results of this study are consistent with those of other investigations
and indicate that, on prairie wetlands, mink prey on all segments of the water-
fowl population, including the unhatched portion. Coots appear to be par-
ticularly vulnerable to predation, and both Bennetr (1938) and Low (1945)
suggest that the coots may buffer mink predation on ducklings. Bailey (1926:
176) stated that predation by mink and other predators on waterfow! “is prob-
ably far more serious than is generally supposed.” Sowls (1955) suggested
that where buffer species are scarce, the mink may be an important predator
on waterfowl.

To fully evaluate the significance of waterfow!l losses to mink, further
information is needed regarding fluctuations in mink densities, and their food
handling and rearing behavior. Also important are population densities and
relative vulnerability of waterfowl and buffer prey species associated with
prairie wetlands inhabited by mink.
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