


a 40-acre plot of land ar the eastern oucskirts of the city. Here he had more
space and berrer facilities than had been available earlier. He continued to
devore himself to his preaching mission and to his birds, up until his death in
1939. A crucial question now arose—what would happen to the birds? So
many such fine projects have ended with their founders. Fortunately, chis fate
did not befall the Strutz goose farm. Carl E. Strutz, a son of the elder Strurz,
had inherited the love of nature and the devotion to the project that had meant
so much to his father through the years.

Forunately for himself and for us, Carl married a charming and intelligent
young woman who later came to double as a housewife and as a parc-time
member of the biology teaching staff of the local Jamestown College . With
the wise and dedicated cate of chese two nature-oriented people, the project
has not merely been maintained—ic has been significantly improved. It is now
a showplace for all who have an interest in waterfowl. Many water birds can
now be seen here including the rare Aleutian Canada goose. Burt the real aris-
tocrats of this goose sanctuary—the pride and joy of the Strutzes, is the thriv-
ing, robust flock of Bramta canadensis maxima! The Strutzes are perfectionists
and only faulcless birds are permitted in any of their breeding stocks, but as
earlier pointed out, despite years of close inbreeding of the giant Canada geese,
there has been scarcely any need for culling. Broods are generally large and
the goslings are big and robust—utterly charming as they lumber about on
their overly big, black feet.

With the hazards of the wild being what they are, it is comforting indeed
to have a vigorous, pure-race flock of giant Canada geese in captivity. Their
reproductive potential is excellent. In 1904, the Strutz flock produced GO fine
goslings. With a little encouragement this increase could well be stepped up
to 100.

We can scarcely now hope to get them established in their original numbers
in the wild as their natural breeding area is more southerly than chose of the
other geese. Most of it has now been put to other purposes and cannot be re-
claimed. We shall probably have to be content to get them widely established
on state and federal refuges. A fair beginning has already been made. —Minne-
sora, South Dakota, Nebraska, Colorado, New Mexico and North Dakota have
established such core flocks, many of these birds came from the Strutz goose
farm. The success so far appears very encouraging. Captivity seemingly has
not spoiled these birds. Again, back in the wild, they soon become alert and
watchful—well capable of taking care of themselves. With wise management
it appears that we can preserve the big ones for generations to come. For this
we are glad!

And what about the Reverend R. E. Strutz—and Carl and Ruch Strucz? All
we can offer is our sincere thanks! Again, as so often before in history, just
a few dedicated souls have given so much to so many. We cannot know exactly
what motivated the elder Strutz to start this project, but, regardless, his action
not only enriched his own life, but the lives of all who can thrill to the sight
and sound of the big ones.

28



