
being the tragic uurh---cl ose but nor quite' And here is where the human pan 
of th e story begins. 

In the year 1884, a 14-year old boy named Robert Strutz came over wirh h is 
par ent s from Germany . The family settled on a farm near Grand Forks , N orth 
D akota, where Robert grew to young manhood. It was a rich setting for the 
a ler t, sensitive young man, and he early became fascinated with rhe pro fuse 
wildlife that surrounded him. Th is is nor at all remark ab le, bur wha t is unusua l 
is that the cares and responsib ilities o f adu lt years did nor sti fle h is early boy­
hood wonderrnent-s-ir merely deepened ir. H e was a devo utly rel ig ious young 
man and early prepared h imself to ent er the Christ ian mi n istry. To hi s God­
conscious mind, nature became a glorious man ifesta tion of divine order. H e 
com mu ned with nature of ten and inti ma tely- for h im this commun ion becam e 
a reli gious experience. 

Like so ma ny who grew up in th e frontier, he became an avid hunter. 
Wa terfow l interested him g ready-geese in particular . He recogni zed, as other 
hunters d id that geese were not JUSt geese-ther e was amo ng them an aris to ­
cracy-larg e, long-bod ied , long -necked, fe llows, more elegant and noble in bear ­
ing th an the rest. These were the "big ones!" 

Somehow, Reverend Str utz fou nd himself not wh olly cont ent with admiring 
these grand birds at a distance .,H e wou ld like a closer association on a daily, 
mo re pe rsonal bas is-perhaps a cap tiv e flock of birds that he could care for 
and adm ire at closer range. 

T he oppo rtunity presented itself near Str eet er , N or th D ak ota, on one of his 
ext ensive preaching missions. There, near a seldom traveled side-road he flushed 
a g iant Ca nada goose from her nest. There was no doubt in h is mi nd- th is was 
one of the big ones! He carefully gathered in the egg s and brought them back 
to Grand Forks where in the spring of 1893 , he successfu lly hatched his first 
set o f g iant goose eggs. It was [Q be an h istor ic event. M aybe the fate o f a 
noble race of birds hung on the success or failu re of this vent ure. Even w ith a 
few gia nt Can ada geese still in the wild, their survival as a pure race would be 
precarious at best. They do sho w a str on g resistance [Q hybr id izing when in 
cap tivity, but in the wild-who knows? Swa mped by numbers , they m ight 
disa ppear as a pure race through absorption . 

The hatch was a success and so was th e next , and the nex t' Two factors 
favored a happy outco me. The first set of eggs mu st have come fro m excellent 
stock. W ith all the inbreedi ng down th ro ugh th e years from tha t original 
gro up of gos lings , there has never been a defect ive bird to ind icate a single 
defect ive gene in the hereditary pa[[ern nor has th ere in all th ese years been a 
real ne ed for diversifi ed bloodlines. Another fortunate circumstance was that 
th is pr ecious br ood was in the loving care of Reverend SUUtz. There were no 
dou bt ma ny sets o f egg s hatched our by the pioneers, but for lack of facilities, 
care Or wisdom the flocks all, sooner or later, diminished and came to norh ing. 

N ot so w ith R everend Strutz and his precious flock. He stu die d their habits, 
was sensi tiv e to th eir needs and so kept them in excellent cond ition year after 
year. This must have been truly a labor of love as he could hard ly have rea lized 
that these birds woul d be of importance to any one except h imself and possibly 
[Q a few like-minded fr iends. Such dedicatio n is rare and such people are 
precious. 

In 1926, Reverend Strutz re tired fro m the active mini str y and moved the 
geese fro m his far m in G rand Forks Co unty [Q Jamestown where he procured 
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a 40-acre p lor of land ar rhe easrern ourskirrs of rhe ciry. H ere he had more 
space and better faciliries rhan had been available earl ier. H e cont inued ro 
devore himself ro his preaching mission and ro his bi rds, up until his dearh in 
19 39. A crucia l quesrion now arose-what wo uld happen to rhe birds? So 
many such fine projects have ended with rhe ir found ers. Forrunately, rh is fat e 
did nor befall the Strutz goose farm . Carl E. Strutz, a son o f the elde r Srrurz, 
had inherited the love of narure and the devotion ro rhe pro jeer that had meant 
so mu ch ro h is fath er through the years. 

Forunarely for himself and for us, Ca rl marri ed a charm ing and intell igent 
young woman who later came ro double as a housewife and as a parr-time 
member of the biol ogy teaching staff of th e local Jamestown College . Wi th 
the wise and ded icated car e of th ese two nature-orien ted peopl e, th e project 
has nor merely been mai ntai ned -it has been significantly im proved. Ir is now 
a sho wplace for all who have an interest in water fowl. M any water b irds can 
now be see n her e including the ra re Aleuria n Ca nada goose. Bur the rea l aris­
rocrars of th is goose sanctuary- the pride and joy of the Stru rzes, is the th riv­
ing , ro bust flock of Branin canadensis maximal T he Str urzes are per fectio nists 
and only faul tless birds are pe rmi tred in any of th eir breeding stocks, but as 
earlier pointed Out, despi te years of close inbreed ing of the g iant Ca nada geese, 
there has been scarcely an y need for culling. Broods are genera lly large and 
the gos lings are big and robust-utterl y charm ing as they lumber about on 
their overly big, black feet. 

W ith th e hazards of th e wil d being what they are, it is comforring ind eed 
to have a vigorous, p ure-race flock of giant Canada geese in cap tivi ty. T heir 
reproducti ve potential is excellent. In 19G4, the Strutz flock pr odu ced GO fi ne 
go slings. Wi th a littl e encouragement this incr ease could we ll be stepped up 
ro 100. 

W e can scarcely now hope ro get th em esta blished in their ori g inal numbers 
in the wild as th eir natural breed ing area is mo re sourherly than thos e of the 
o the r gees e. Most of it has now been put to Other purposes and cannot be re ­
claimed . We shall pr obably ha ve to be content ro ge t th em w idely esta blished 
on state and federal ref uges. A fai r begi nning has already bee n made. -Minne­
sora, Sou th Dako ta , N ebraska, Co lorado, N ew M exico and N orth Dak ota have 
established such cor e flocks, m any of these birds cam e from the Stru tz goose 
farm . T he success so far appears very encourag ing. Captivit y seemingly has 
no t spo iled th ese birds. Aga in, back in the wi ld, th ey soon become alerr and 
watchful-well capable of tak ing care of themsel ves. W ith wis e management 
it appears th at we can preserve the big ones for ge nerations to come. For this 
we are glad ! 

And what about the Reverend R . E. Srrurz-and Carl and Ruth Strutz? All 
we can off er is our since re than ks! Agai n, as so often before in his to ry, JUSt 
a few dedicated souls hav e given so muc h to so many. W e can no t know exactly 
what m otivated the elde r Str utz to starr thi s project, but, regardless, his act ion 
no t only enriched his ow n life, bur the lives o f all who call thr ill to th e sig ht 
and sound of the big ones. 
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