
sampling err or, not because of real differences in abundance . 
The following species would have been expected on the basis of the ir geo­

graphical ranges to br eed in forests alon g the Ye llowstone and M issouri r ivers 
in northeastern Mon tana but were nor observed in this study: Coope r 's Ha wk, 
Sharp-sh inned Hawk, Swainson 's Hawk, Screech Owl, Long-cared Owl, Barred 
Owl, Saw-whet ; Owl, Yellow-bellied Sapsucker , ,W illow ( T raill's ) Flycatche r, 
and Brown Creeper. Some of the above species breed in more southern areas 
of the Great Plain s, and all these wer e found by field parries from Cornell 
Uni versity (Short , 1961 ), as follows: Cooper's Hawk ( rare) , Swai nson's H awk 
( common ) , Screech Owl ( rare) , Barred Owl ( rare) , and W illow Flycatcher 
(uncommo n ) , These may not have been found in th is study because some 
(Swainsons Hawk and Willow Flycatcher ) prefer woodlan d other than river ­
ine fore sts, and because the Others are simply ra rely observed because of rarity 
or inconsp icuousness , 

SPECIES ACCOUNT 

In thi s account a few comments are g iven about certai n spec ies included 
in Table 1, and about Other species that occurr ed frequently near forests. N o 
attempt was made to invento ry bird popu lat ions of upland and wetland habitats. 

T ur key Vulture. Un common ; nored 4 tim es (per cent freq uency, e.g., = 
[4 / 29] 100 ) ; 13 ind ividuals. 

Marsh Hawk. Uncommon ; noted 5 times along the M issouri River only; 
6 ind ividuals. 

P igeon H awk, Rare ; one pa ir note d in forest number 29 in a few scattered 
scraggly cotto nwo ods; one female that scolded me was seen sever al times during 
a 1 to 2 hour period 3 mi SE Poplar, along high way JUSt north of bridge over 
Missour i Ri ver. 

Rin g-necked Ph easant. Moderately common in bru sh in clearings and near 
fores t edge s. 

Common N ighthawk. Moderately common ; noted 11 times calling in flight. 
Belted Kingfisher. Rare; noted once, in forest numb er 6 along Deer Creek 

6 mi NW Glendive, 
Common Flicker. Many, if nor most, are probably hybrids between the 

eastern Yell ow -shafted and western Red-shaft ed Flickers (se e Shorr , 1965 ). 
Black-billed Magp ie. Moderately common ; noted 14 times, usually near 

forest edges or in open areas of scattered groves. 
Western Meadowlark . Abundant near forests. 
Red-winged Blackbird. Common near forests, 
Baltimore Ori ole. Uncommon; hybri dizes with the Bullock's Oriole (Sibley 

and Short , 1964 ); ind ividuals that appear to be pure wi th binoculars may often 
be hybrids. 

Bullock 's Ori ole, Moderately common; hybridizes with the Baltimore Oriole; 
several nests were found near the topS of young cot ton woods and in low over­
hanging branches of mature cottonwoods. 

Lark Sparr ow, Moder ately common near forests and in clearings in scattered 
groves ; recorded 13 times. 

Clay-colored Sparr ow. Moderately common at forest edges and in clearings 
in scattered trees and brush ; recorded 15 times. 

Field Sparrow. Moderatel y common in clearings in scattered trees and 
brush; recorded 9 times. 
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