
Game Refuge, Kidder County, on 24 May 195 0 . An other was observed at Buf­
falo Lake, Pierce County, in Ju ne of 1962 by Vern Erickson . Robert E. Stewart , 
Sr . observed a Least Bittern about 11 miles west of Buchanan, Stutsman Count y , 
on 5 June 1963. Herbert T roester observed one at Tewaukon Natio nal Wildlife 
Refuge , Sargent County , in June of 1969 . Edmund Hibbard (pers. comm.) ob­
served a Least Bittern at Redlin Slough about ten m iles east of Woodworth, Stut ­
sman County, on 14 June 1955. 

Although the Least Bitte rn appears to breed in relatively low densities, the 
distribution of records in the state (Figure 1) indicates that its breeding range en ­
compasses the eastern two-thirds of North Dakota . 

My sincere appreciat ion goes to Robert E. Stewart, Sr. who suggested I 
publish this information and supplied un published records from his files. M y 
than ks also to Mrs. Robert (Ann M .) Gammell, Lee Gr im, Edmund Hibbard, and 
Robert Ner o for supplying requested information and to ]. Frank Cassel for 
secur ing references and making helpful suggestions on an earlier version of the 
manuscript . Richard F. Johnston provided his helpful comments on this version of 
the manuscript. 

LITERATURE CITE D 

American Ornitholo gists ' Uni on . 19 57. Check -list 0( N orth American birds. Fift h Ed. Baltim or e. 
Arner O rnithol. Un ion . (,9 1 PI'. 

Bell . W . B. 19 2(' ? (undated) Man uscript notes on birds of North Dakota On file at N. D. State 
Univ.. Zoolos v Dept. 

Ben t. A . C. 1926. life h istories o f North Am erican marsh birds . U.S Na t . M us. HI/II. 1 ~ 5 : R4-9 ~ 

Cott am. C. H , 1943, Least Bitt ern observed at Long Lake. I 'ort h Dakota . Wilson Bnll . 55 :54 .
 

Dillon . S. T. 1959. Breedin g of the Least Bitt ern in M ani to ba. A uk 7(, : 524-525
 
Fashina bauer , B. 1954 , Regional report- the nestin g seaso n- northern great plains region.
 

A ud. Held N oles 8 :35 1. 

Hen rv , C. .I .. D . Wellcin , M . H ammond . and J. Smith . 19 49 , Region al report - the nest ing 
season- northcrn urca t plains re gio n . A ud. Field No les 3 : 2 [ . 

.J udd . E. T. 19 17. List of Nort h Dakot a birds . Cand o. N, Dak .. publ. bv aut hor , 29 PI'· 

Mon son , G . 1934. Birds of Berlin T ownsh ip. Wilson Bull . 4(,: 17 58. 
Palm er. R. S, ed . 19(,2. Handboob of N ortb A m erican birds, Vol. 1 Yale Un iv. Press . New 

Haven . ')(,7 PI' . 

Roberts . T. S. 1932 T he birds of Minn esnta , Vol. 1. Un iv. of M innesota Press . M inneapolis 
(,9 1 PI'· 

Williams . H, V 192 (" Birds of th e Red River Vall ey of northeaste rn North Dak ota Wilson Bull 
,18 : 17-2.1. 

Wood . N . A . 19 21 A prcllm inarv s/lrlley of th e bird life of No rtb Daeota. M ise. Pu b!.. Un iv. 
M ichigan M useum Zool. No . 10 . 

31 



Note:
 
M AXIMUM SIZES FOR AA1BYSTOMATJD SALAMANDERS. - The literature con­
tains several articles con cerning maximum sizes for arnbystomatid salamanders. 
Langebart el (1946) described a "giant" Ambystoma tigrinum tigrinum adult 
having a tot al length of 33 0 mm which Smith (1949) referred to as a record not 
only for A. tigrinum but for all non fossil terrestrial salaman ders . This was sur ­
passed subsequen tly by an adult A. tigrinum me asuring 346 mm in total length 
which Smith and Reese (1968) called a record size. More recently , Nussbau m 
and Clothier (1973) reported finding a neoten ic Dicamptdon ensatus larva having 
a total length of 351 mm which they considered to be th e "lon gest reported 
nonfossil , ambystomatid salamander. " But studies of neotenic Ambystoma 
tigrinum diaboli larvae in Devil s Lake, North D akota (Larson , 1968. 1972) 
have shown th at even larger ambystornatids exist. Among 517 neotenes sub­
sampled fro m a collect ion of approxima tely 6000 indi vidu als , the largest 
specimen measured 385 mm in total length (sno ut to tip of tail). Minimum and 
mean tot al lengths for the subsample were 194 mm and 256 rnm, respectively . In 
view of the relatively sm all sample size as compared to th e enormously large 
sala mander population inh abitin g the lake - numbering perhaps in the million s 
- Devils Lake neotenes larger than 38 5 mm may surely exis t. 
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