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In late September 1973 , we often noted both sexes of Red-winged Blackbirds 
(Agela;us pboen;ceus) flycatching in the vicinity of Fuller's Lake , Steele County , 
North Dakota. They flew several feet more or less vertically from perches in mar­
shes . shclterbelts. and field crops . Eight recorded instances ranged from 11: '50 
A.M . to 7: 1'5 P.M. (after sunse t) on September 27 , 28 , and 29. From food habits 
data for Redwings collected inthis area dur ing the same period, \ve believe one of 
the principal items captured in flight was the winged sexual form of an ant . Seven 
of 20 Redwings collected September 2'5 each contained from 1 to 6 winged ants 
(21 total). Samples were tentatively ident ified by Raben 1'. Mitchell. Patu xent 
Wildlife Research Cente r, as Lasius. Species of th is gen us are abundant and 
widespread over Nort h America (Creighton 1950). 

Baird and Meyerr iecks (196 5) repon ed Redwings and Common Grac kles 
(Qu;scalus qu;scula) aerially feeding on a Lasius mating swarm . T hey regarded 
both as species that rarely flycatch and believed that they and other species were 
st imulated to do so in that instance by prolonged aerial feeding on the ants by 
Starlings (Sturnus vulgaris). At Fuller 's Lake in 1973 we saw no flycatching by 
birds other than Redwings, which gives support to Baird's and Meyerricck's 
alternative explanation that feeding was motivated by the extra ordinary abun ­
dance of an easily obtained food. Gabrielson (19 15 :30 1), Orians (1901) . and 
Brower and Brower ( 1961 : 11) describe aer ial feeding by Redwings on various in ­
sects. Donald ]. Cunningham (personal communication) recalls much flycarchinz 
bv Rcdwinus from fences ncar Columbia . South Dakota , late one summer. Bar ­
tlett (l 9 '5 ()') and Chamberlain ( 1966) report aerial feeding by Common Grackles. 
We conclude that this manner of feeding by the two icrerids is not a rare oc­
currence. 

LITERAT URE CITED 

n .' inl [. ,111 <1 A . [. ,\ h 'I'('r r i.."h 19(,~ Rir<l , f('('d in t: on a n ani n ,,, in c ' wa rm . Wi/ron n,,11. 
771 11· X9 9 1 

rt ' r1ll' t! . I ,\1 10)(,. O h" ·r\ '.lIi" n ' "n hir d , " h aw k;n c " in,, '! 1'0. l \ "i· 7 , ( 1) : 127 12R. 

fl r" wl'r . 1.. 1' and [. V Z: n r" Wl' r 19(,1 Im ·(" t ic,,, i,, n , inl " rni l ic n ' . Natural His: 7 1:R 19 , 

Ch.uu lx-rl.un . f) R. 191,1" (:" 1111 ion Cr .u kl« r.mhiru: F m " ' ''''" l Ch"f,·" o n ,h l' w in c . K i,,( 'hird 
1I,l ',I : 2 I '\. 

r r.. iclll " n . W ~. I ()~(I . 7'/', ' .m / I ,,( N",/II /vmr ric» B ull ,\;1,,, . e ,m !' , Z " "I .. H arv.ird C" II 

I ll'r. ~ X ~ 1'1 '. 

G ,d"; ,·I, ,,n . I " 101 ~ 'J"!I " " n rh« r! ('(1 win t,,·<1 n lac khird Wil", ,, Butt 2 7(2 \ · 20 , , n 2, 

O ri.rn-, G H H 101,I , Th« "c" I" c I' " f hl,w khi r<l ( .'1,.',·1,,;'/1 J ",, 'i,d \" " ' 111' . /-~ ' (J I .If (J!/(J(,r 

'I n " 2 R ~ 'd 2 

22 


