
Table 6. Numbers of waterbirds present in the 150 acre central opening 
of Kraft Slough during counts in the spring of 1974. 

Species No. Individuals 

4/16 4/19 4/26 5/4 5/17 5/24 5/31 

Eared grebe 0 0 0 150 166 250 376 

Western grebe 0 0 0 0 4 0 0 

Canada goose 12 6 20 10 0 0 0 

Ma 11 ard 0 50 10 25 20 0 

Gadwall 5 150 30 100 15 50 9 

Pintail 0 30 20 35 2 10 0 

Am.green-winged teal 0 10 0 0 0 0 0 

Blue-winged teal 20 25 80 0 0 5 

American wigeon 4 10 0 0 0 0 0 

Northern shoveler 100 150 50 120 20 0 

Redhead 0 25 25 45 13 25 20 

Ring-necked duck 0 5 15 0 0 0 

Canvasback 86 80 30 25 5 10 4 

Lesser scaup 500 400 450 350 9 100 72 

Buffl ehead 6 10 0 5 0 0 0 

Common merganser 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Ruddy duck 3 15 15 50 28 30 0 

Coot 2000 600 710 500 482 400 69 

Totals 2719 1561 1386 1510 725 915 555 



shorelines provide a barrier to human intrusion into the central marsh. Activity 
by man is limited primarily to waterfowl hunting during the fall months. 

SUMMARY 
An inventory of the biota of Kraft Slough suggest the marsh is in a relatively 

pristine condition and supports an unusually diverse avifauna and flora. The mar­
sh and adjoining lands to be inundated by the proposed reservoir provide breeding 
habitat for seventy species of birds including several that are uncommon to rare 
elsewhere in southeastern North Dakota. The site is particularly significant 
because it supports breeding populations of several species of colonial nesting 
marsh birds, giant Canada geese, and three species of diving ducks. Ecological 
factors contributing to high avian productivity are discussed. 
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