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Relatively mild weather extending through the Olri.stmas Count Period 
resulted in finding some species of birds which usually do not occur at this time of 
year. Other species which occasionally appear on the Christmas Count list were 
found in much greater numbers than usual. This was particularly true of the 
Mourning Dove in the eastern part of the State where Fargo-Moorhead reported 
76 individuals and Jamestown had 22. 

Other notable records were the Red-headed Woodpecker, Yellow-bellied Sap­
sucker, and Brown Thrasher at Fargo-Moorhead, and the Loggerhead Shrike at 
Sully's Hill. The Goshawk, unidentified gull, and Cardinal were unusual at 
Grand Forks, and the Cardinal appeared at Bismarck-Mandan for the first time 
since 1957. 

Two Peregrine Falcons in the Medora area were of particular interest. The 
only Prairie Falcon recorded was also in the Medora area which had never been 
covered on a Christmas Bird Count before. 

Northern species were more rare. Some did not appear at all and others were 
much reduced in numbers. Although the Common Redpoll was seen on seven dif­
ferent counts, the greatest number on anyone count was 35 at Sully's Hill. 
Bohemian Waxwings were scarce for the second consecutive year, with only three 
areas reporting their occurrence. No grosbeaks were reported and only two Red 
Crossbills were on the list. 

There were thirteen locations in the State where Christmas Counts were made 
in 1974 (Fig. 1). One of these, the count at Medora, was new, while all others 
had been made during one or more previous years. There were 149 different ob­
servers participating and some of these took part in more than one count. A total 
of 464 party hours were spent in the field and these parties travelled 3,282 miles 
by car and afoot. 
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FIGURE 1. Location of Count Areas 

1. Medora 
2. Des Lacs Refuge 
3. Upper Souris Refuge 
4. Bismarck - Mandan 
5. J. Oark Salyer Refuge 
6. Leeds 
7. Sully's Hill Game Preserve 
8. Arrowwood Refuge 
9. Jamestown 

10. Valley City 
11. Tewaukon Refuge 
12. Grand Forks 
13. Fargo - Moorhead 
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1.	 Whistling ::.i ..an 1 1 

2.	 Hellard 20 3 ~6 3 '" 
13.	 Gadwall 

4.	 Hntail 
J<edhead 

~: Lesser Scaup 
Common ~.erganBer 87. 

28.	 Gosh~wk 

9.	 Red-tailed Hawk 
210. Rough-lefRed Hawk 

211. Golden !tIe	 3 
12. Bald Eagle 
13. Hawk ap. 

1 

· rairie Falcon 1 
1t 1 erep:rine 2 

14. ~Iarsh Hawk 

1 • Falcon 
17. American Kestrel 1	 2 2 

18. Sharp-tailed Grouse 7':> 18 18 1 35 26 
11 2 8 25 5 

4 17 22 6 8 6 9
19. Rin -necked rheasant 47 4 70 5 
20. Gray PartridGe	 45 

2021. 7"urkey 
22. Gull ap. 

21	 66 36 38023. Rock Dove 
4	 2 22 4 10 7624. Hournin Dove 

1 1 1 
2t· ";creech Owl 102 • reat Horned Gwl 2 2 2	 3 4 2 2 9 
27. Snowy Owl 2	 1

13 
2Q. ommon licker (Yel-ah.) 6 10 7 2 8 828. ~h rt-eared Owl 

530. !'ileatea Woodf8cker 
31. Red-bellied Woodpecker 1
32. ,'ed-headed Woodpecker 

1
33. 'tallow-belLied 5ap6ucker 
34. riairy l,Joodpecker 1 4 1 11 2 1 20 11 63 

4 16 12 ~4 37
35. Downy Woodpecker 2 7 6 17 

4 0 4 25 2 969 10 148 59 11 
7 11 6 9 2 14 9 29 

;:-;::'e 198 12 4 2 3 12 3 2 2 

" 2 6 38 
E.lacl':-cat."~ec Ct-.i r:a-!ee 11 4e 68 120 6 2 102 101l 208 __ i-:e-	 1~ 1,;

:-'l!'a~:!Jd ~.!Jthatch 1 40 3 1 39 29 99 
-~. ~e-C-tre86 e ;;u tha tcb 13 3 3 
-;.. :Eo. ~rel!;per 4 1 2 9 

=r'C'Ift!:"" :"hrasoer 1 
-< J.~er_ca.n ~"\Obin 8 3 15 105 7 15 115 65 5 14
-?: E~r-it :":'1Tusb 1 
--· .own£end'6 Solitaire 
-:. :Jo!d~n-croJned I-;in ..let 7 

=.o:'e ian _axwing 136 1 19 
':edil!!l!" 8rwinfj 32 18 20 58 
~ rthern ~hrike 2 2 2 2 1 
:.0 -erheed Shrike 1 

;;. _<arling 27 13 266 11 63 379 79 15 620 177 
<e_ :0 se ~parro'W 9 2190 5 2241 55 635 163 75 8506 2816 230 9186 4210 
.cc es~ern Meado~18rk 1 1 
c_ · ?e-d-"ing~d blackbird 105 7~ 121 11 4 13 

2-.ulty Slackbird 47 21 7 8-<e7	 =.re e-rls B ackbird 19 12J'" 

:A:--on Grackle 4 6 6 2 6 
:ardUlal 1 1 6 
~_rple Finch 5 29 3 11 15 
:0 on ,edpoll 7 2 2 14 35 2 18 
Hoe .5iskin 13 23 

· A.a~rican Goldfinch 22 54 30 

"" .....d ~roa6bill 1 
Z"• .....rk-e:;ad Junco ($l.-col. ) 9 18 7 19 

..... ,-I<-.yed Junco (Ore.) 1 

· -= 
:""'!'~e Sparrow 35 8 3 3 8 44 12 4 

~r s' Sparrow 4 1 
2it~thro8ted Sparro~ 1 

erg Sparrow 1 
Lapland Longapur 266 4 1 1123 20 -.-- Snov Ounting 1531 10 130 280 2 591 28 30 6 7 

<: · 

:'ot.a! S~.cl.a 24 29 13 40 13 16 20 15 36 25 14 27 38 
:otal lndhld ILl .. 441 32 176 3 21 103 846 680 165 12170 3424 562 10242 5613 
fa.:",t, r...o...;,re 33 35 18 36 8 8" 17 16 78;0 24 16 74 100 
Fartl I'Le.. 237 360 }2 283 34 69 219 185 624 224 35 448 532 

5.erYua 11 8 '+ '7 1 4 6 2 20 13 2 21 109 


