


easily traversed by ducklings, the delay in departure probably was caused by a
reluctance of the hen to fly over the fence when leading her brood from the nest.
Delayed departures could be alleviated by raising the chicken-wire at selected sites
along the fence just before hatching. By placing the ground exits at opposite cor-
ners, a hen pacing on any single side of the nest-protector would almost im-
mediately encounter one of the exits.

The nest-protector appeared to reduce predation greatly and has potential uses
in many types of studies. The fence we used was relatively inconspicuous and was
easily erected and maintained. Components of the nest-protector were reusable.
The importance of the fence-charger and electric wires, a major cost in the nest-
protector, was unknown and proved largely unnecessary in the Manitoba study,
but as demonstrated by Forster (1975) the electrified wire adds a degree of cer-
tainty to the protection of a nest. An obvious benefit of small fences is that they of-
fer an alternative to predator control for certain studies and situations where
predation must be reduced.
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Book Reviews

With this issue, The Prairie Naturalist initiates a book review section, a
feature which will appear regularly in forthcoming issues. While we cannot
hope to examine all publications relating to natural history, we will select for
review a variety of books of potential interest to Natural Science Society
members. Already scheduled for review are books on wildflowers, birds of
cities and towns, hawk migration, and life in fresh-water wetlands. Reviewers
will be chosen for their qualifications in the appropriate subject matter.

As editor of the book reviews, I welcome your comments on the section.
Further, I encourage you to recommend books for future review and, if re-
quested, to serve willingly as reviewer.

Douglas H. Johnson
Northern Prairie Wildlife Research Center
Jamestown, North Dakota 58401
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