
Notes:
 

UNUSUAL NESTING SITE OF BARN SwALLOWS.-on June 26,1973, my son Bill 
and I were completing one of the twenty-five mile Breeding Bird Surveys made 
annually for the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. During one of our stops in Morton 
County, North Dakota, we noticed that two Barn Swallows (Hirundo 
erythrogaster) were flying in and out of a small culvert under a well-traveled coun­
try road about a mile from the nearest farm buildings. The vegetation on both 
sides of the road consisted of grazed short prairie grasses and Black Sage (Ar­
temisia tridentata). 

Our investigation disclosed that the 24-inch diameter concrete road culvert 
was half filled with water. Just above the water line on one side of the culvert was 
attached a swallow nest containing young birds which were being fed by the 
adults we had just observed. 

Bam Swallows were so named because of their habit of nesting in barns. In 
inhabited areas they are known to nest in open, deserted buildings and under 
bridge structures; however, this was my first observation of a nest of this species 
in a small road culvert. The steel farm buildings which are rapidly replacing the 
wooden, usually open, farm structures apparently leave the swallow hard pressed 
for nesting sites. Thus it resorts to such places as this small culvert. 

Bent (U.S. National Museum Bulletin 179:444,1942) reports, among the 
more unusual nesting sites, instances of Bam Swallows that continued to incubate 
and rear their young in a building that was moved after they started nesting, as 
well as instances where they continued to build and occupy nests repeatedly on 
moving boats and trains.-William A. Buresh, 1527 N. 19th St., Bismarck, 
North Dakota 58501. 

SUMMER TANAGER IN BURLEIGH CoUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA. On the afternoon 
of May 13, 1974, Rebecca Quanrud, Orma and James Swanick, and I sighted a 
Summer Tanager on the capitol grounds in Bismarck, North Dakota. The bird 
was studied for more than thirty minutes as it fluttered and hopped, picking up in­
sects off the lawn, sometimes within six feet of the observers. This gave ample 
time for comparison of field marks with descriptions in references. In juvenal 
plumage, the bird showed a yellow-tinged brown back. Tail and wings were not 
black, but olive-yellow to greenish, with head and breast brown to reddish. 

The "Check List of Birds in North Dakota" by Robert E. Stewart (Prairie 
Naturalist 3: 12) reports one previous North Dakota observation, in Walsh Coun­
ty, six miles east of Adams, N.D., on July 17, 1968, by Paul F. Springer (also in 
Audubon Field Notes 22: 5 :620). Bent (U.S. National Museum Bulletin 
211: 507, 1958), reports the range of the western race of the Summer Tanager 
(Piranga rum-a cooperi) as the southwestern comer of the United States from min­
dle Texas to New Mexico, Arizona, and the lower Colorado Valley in extreme 
southeastern California. The same source (page 406) lists the range of the eastern 
race of the Summer Tanager (Piranga rum-a rum-a) as the central United States 
east of the Prairies and southward to Florida, the gulf coast, and northeastern 
Mexico.-William A. Buresh, 1527 N. 19th St., Bismarck, North Dakota 
58501. 
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ADDITIONAL RECORD OF SuMMER TANGER IN NORTH DAKOTA-The sky was 
clear, the wind blowing strongly (est. 12-20 mph) from the east, and the tem­
perature about 60°F. on May 16, 1975 when the seniors and graduate students 
in Zoology 204, Introductory Ornithology, at North Dakota State University in 
Fargo, N.D. (Cass County) were participating in their final field examination. 
About 7: 30 a.m. they were at the grove of elms at the east end of the college gar­
dens, where the road from the main campus runs west between the fenced grove 
and the garden plots. At this point on this day the plots had not yet been worked 
this spring and were just black dirt. 

As we walked along the road, two highly colored birds flew from the garden 
patch to the lower branches of the elm trees along the road. One was a female 
Northern Oriole and the other a Summer Tanger (Piranga rubra). As we watched 
while I made the comment that that was a bird that wasn't supposed to be here, 
the tanger flew back to the garden plot where we all observed it for over a minute. 
It then flew back to the trees and then east along the road out of sight. 

Since it was an exam, I made the identification of this bird part of the exam 
and all five of the participants correctly identified the species working completely 
independently using Robbins, Bruun and Zim as an identification guide. All were 
using binoculars. The students included Candy Brassard, graduate student; 
Debra Jacobson, senior; Rita Rambousek, senior; Mark Goeden, senior, and 
Richard Taves, freshman. Mark and Rick are experienced bird watchers, Rick 
being a veteran, and hence considerably more mature than the average freshman. 
The girls are all biology majors, and although new to bird watching, are trained in 
field methods. 

As far as I can find, the only previous record for Summer Tanager in North 
Dakota is "one observed in Walsh County, 6 miles east of Adams on July 17, 
1968, by Paul F. Springer," and reported in Audubon Field Notes 
22(5):620 [1968] (Stewart, Prairie Naturalist 3(1):3-12, 1971). ]. Frank 
Cassel, Zoology Department, North Dakota State University, Fargo, 58102. 

SNowy OwL IN MCHENRY CoUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA, IN MAY.-0n May 18, 
1975, my wife Genevieve and I were driving home from Bottineau, North 
Dakota, where we attended the North Dakota Natural Science Society's annual 
meeting. We were leisurely driving south on North Dakota Highway Number 14 
and were keeping a bird species list, which we usually do when driving to and 
from NDNSS meetings. 

As we drove through a cut in a small sand dune knoll in McHenry County, 
my wife said, "Snowy Owl." I looked at her with a smile of disbelief. "I am not 
kidding, " she said. We stopped and retraced the short distance back to the cut in 
the knoll, and, to my amazement, there on the ground along the fence row sat a 
quite heavily barred Snowy Owl (Nyctea nyctea). We flushed it to see if it was in­
jured. It flew away without any apparent difficulty and settled again on another 
small knoll some one hundred yards away. 

The location was slightly more than three miles north of the Karlsruhe junc­
tion on NO #14. The time of day was 2: 30 p.m., it was calm and clear, and the 
temperature was 73°F. 

When we reached home that evening, our bird list for the day, including the 
owl, totaled 71 species.-William A. Buresh, 1527 N. 19th St., Bismarck, Nor­
th Dakota 58501. 
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