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Thirteen areas were covered in North Dakota during the 1975 Christmas Bird 
Count. One of these, a new area at Hazen, brings in another section of the State 
which had not previou.sly been covered. 

The 1975 Count was characterized by an influx of northern finches. Evening 
Grosbeaks were particularly noticable being recorded in all areas except on the 
count at Upper Souris National Wildlife Refuge. A total of 193 individuals was 
counted in the Bismarck-Mandan area and 74 were seen at Grand Forks. Com­
mon Redpolls were seen in all locations and they were found in substantial num­
bers. Red Crossbills were reported at five locations, from Hazen in the West to the 
Red River Valley, but were in small numbers everywhere. The White-winged 
Crossbill occurred at Jamestown, Grand Forks and Fargo-Moorhead. Purple Fin­
ches were found in nine areas and were in greater numbers than usual. 

Bohemian Waxwings were back in moderate numbers after two years of being 
present in very low numbers or being completely absent in some areas. 

Raptors were fairly well represented with seven species of hawks and eagles 
and five species of owl. Hawks and eagles were generally more numerous in the 
western protion of the state with five species and 12 individuals at Medora, and a 
comparative concentration of Rough-legged Hawks at Bismarck-Mandan. Owls 
were seen more frequently in the east with 15 Great Horned Owls at Fargo­
Moorhead and 19 Short-eared Owls at Jamestown and 5 at Grand Forks. One un­
common Barred Owl was also reported from Fargo-Moorhead. 
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Figure 1. Location of Count Areas 

1. Medora 8. Sullys Hill 
2. Des Lacs Refuge 9. Arrowwood Refuge 
3. Hazen 10. Jamestown 
4. Upper Souris Refuge 11. Valley City 
5. Bismarck-Mandan 12. Grand Forks 
6. ]. Clark Salyer Refuge 13. Fargo-Moorhead 
7. Leeds 

New species added to the list and others which were particularly notable were 
the Red-breasted Merganser and Chipping Sparrow at Fargo-Moorhead, the 
Hooded Merganser at Valley City, the Loggerhead Shrike at Sullys Hill for the 
second consecutive year, and at Medora and the Upper Souris National Wildlife 
Refuge, and the Gray Jay at Sullys Hill. Jamestown added the Hermit Thrush, 
Townsend's Solitaire, and the Harris and Song Sparrow to their all time list. A 
flock of Gray-crowned Rosy Finches in the Medora area was a new and unusual 
record. 

One hundred and sixty seven observers participated in the 13 Counts and 
some of these people took part in the count in more than one area. They spent a 
grand total of 480 party hours afield and covered 3,134 miles by car and afoot. 
The composite list shows a total of 76 species (including four races) and 36,403 
individual birds. 
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NORTH DAKOTA CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNTS - 1975 
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I. Canada Goose 2 
2. Mallard 8 725 
3. Pintail I 
4. Common Goldeneye 
5. Hooded Merganser 
6. Common Merganser 
7. Red·breasted Merganser 
8. Sharp·shinned Hawk 
9 Rough·leMed Hawk
 

10 Golden Eagle
 
II. Bald Eagle 

'-D 12. Marsh Hawk 
0 13. Peregrine Falcon 

14. American Kelfel 2 
15. Sharp·tailed Grouse 67 14 9 25 5 19 75 10 jj 

16. Ring·necked Pheasant 90 3 88 17 3 10 6 8 
17. Gray Partridge 17 7 10 21 24 62 26 30 
18. Turkey 10 
19. Rock Dove 28 10 94 63 3 215 859 206 
20. Mourning Dove 2 6 6 
21. Screech Owl I 
22. Great Homed Owl 6 I I I 3 8 I 3 15 
23. Snowy Owl 1 J I 2 I 
24. Barred Owl I 
25. Shon-eared Owl 5 2 2 2 19 5 2 
26. Belted Kingfisher I 
27. Common Flicker 3 I 
28. Common Flicker (Red·sh.) 3 
29. Common Flicker (Yel.·5h.) I 4 3 8 
30. Pil..ted Woodpecker I 
31. Red·bellied Woodpecker I 
32. Hairy Woodpecker 2 2 3 16 I I 3 I 19 I 12 57 
33. Downy Woodpecker I 5 I 22 I I 9 I 21 41 
34. Homed Uirk 15 3 495 1 5 274 16 6 169 
35 Grav la 



36 Blue Jay 6 10 11 2 15 6 5 44 42 33 
37 Black-billed Magpie 158 19 2 7 4 2 10 4 1 
38. Common Crow 2 5 12 76 
39 Black-capped Chickadee 47 25 10 17 93 6 3 13 42 29 140 205 
40. White-breasted Nuthatch 2 1 11 12 2 10 4 27 52 
41. Red-breasted Nuthatch 1 5 12 10 7 
42. Brown Creeper 2 4 1 13 
43 American Robin 120 2 2 7 4 1 1 6 72 4 4 5 
44. Hermit Thrus 1 
45 Town>end's Solitaire 8 2 1 
46. Bohemian Waxwing 560 253 12 118 50 90 74 46 2 95 23 
47. Cedar Waxwing 77 33 10 10 10 28 53 
48 Northern Shrike 3 3 6 2 6 6 1 1 
49 Loggerhead Shrike 1 1 1 
50 Starling 8 181 10 379 10 26 306 79 157 369 
51. House Sparrow 136 2351 240 64 1481 20 619 100 52 5743 711 3310 2625 
52. Western Meadowlark 4 
53 Red-winged Blackbird 1 10 3 33 2 6 
54. Rusty Blackbird 3 24 8 59 
55. Common Grackle 2 1 3 1 1 5 
56. Cardinal 12 
57. Evening Grosbeak 7 33 40 193 4 27 48 6 17 7 74 4 
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Purple Finch 
Pine Grosbeak 
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60 Gray-crowned Rosy Finch 200 
61 Hoary RedpoU 40 5 
62. Common RedpoU 240 61 10 145 1602 73 650 226 25 820 102 286 652 
63. Pine Siskin 147 26 10 48 
64. Amenc,,", Goldfinch 18 15 
65 Red Crossbill 29 14 20 8 2 
66. While-winged Crossbill 3 4 2 
67. Dark-eyed jW1CO (SI.-col.) 2 74 22 14 12 65 
68 Dark-eyed Junco (Ore_) 1 2 
69 Tree Sparrow 26 206 8 25 19 1 
70. Chipping Sparrow 1 
7J. Harris Sparrow 2 1 
72. Fox Sparro 1 
73 Song Sparrow 1 4 
74. Lapland Longspur 27 104 
75­ Snow Bunting 44 380 339 31 414 251 622 1039 

Tetal Species 27 28 15 17 42 12 17 20 19 45 29 35 40 
Total Individuals 1811 3 tl1 420 367 6417 171 1872 562 272 8152 1546 5826 5876 

Parry Hours 38 35 40 13 50 19 8 9 24 66 22 87 69 
Parry Miles 252 291 31 70 371 68 68 112 185 484 233 454 515 

Number of Observers 14 9 9 3 20 2 4 4 3 19 8 32 40 




