THE MAMMALS OF IOWA

Distributior and Biogeography of Mammals of Iowa. J. B. Bowles. 1975. The
Museum, Texas Tech University, Special Publication 9. 184 pages. $5 (paper).

Bowles’ book is an up-to-date compendium of lowa mammals emphasizing
their distribution and biogeography from the late Pleistocene to the present. It
follows the general format of other distributional summaries of mammals in the
Northern Plains states, notably those of Jones (1964) for Nebraska and Long
(1965) for Wyoming, both published by the University of Kansas Museum of
Natural History. The book under review 1is organized into five
sections: introductory material, description of the environment, individual
species accounts, biogeographic discussion, and literature cited. Species accounts
fill over 70 percent of the book’s pages. Each account consists of synonymy;
verbal and graphical summaries of statewide distribution: comments on general
habitat requirements, biogeographic relationships, and geographic variation ; and
a list of specimen records and locations. Sixty distributional maps are included in
the book. The author includes notes on ecology, reproduction, or other biological
phenomena only if they are pertinent to the biogeography of a particular species.
Prairie Naturalist readers interested in such life history information on Northern
Plains mammals can refer to Jackson’s Mammals of Wisconsin (University of
Wisconsin Press, Madison. 1961), which has recently been reprinted. It contains
excellent life histories of 61 of the 70 species of lowa mammals.
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Bowles does an admirable job of describing the mammalian fauna of Iowa,
which is relatively depauperate due, in part, to the lack of irregularities in the
topography and the limited diversity of habitat. lowa’s native mammals have
origins that reflect the state’s geography, glacial history, and ecotonal vegetation.
Of the 66 native species present in the state, 18 are characteristic of the deciduous
forest, 12 are generally associated with the boreal forest, 9 are typical steppe
species, 2 are recent invaders from the south, and 25 are widespread.

The biogeographical discussion, based primarily on an extensive literature
review, correlates the climates, environments, and mammalian faunas of various
periods from the late Pleistocene to the present. It nicely complements the more
extensive work of Hoffman and Jones on post-glacial mammalian faunas on the
Northern Great Plains (Pages 355-396 iz W. Dort, Jr. and J. K. Jones, Jr., eds.
Pleistocene and Recent environments of the Central Great Plains. University
Press of Kansas, Lawrence. 1970).

Bowles’ writing style is not exemplary. His liberal use of direct quotations
interrupts the smooth flow of ideas. Occasional sentences and paragraphs seem
unnecessary or, at best, out of place, but they do not detract from the overall
value of the book.

The organization of material is logical and presented in an attractive fashion
with few typographical errors. The book is printed on high quality paper and is
well constructed. The Texas Tech Museum is emerging as a leader in the
publication of natural history studies conducted in the Northern Plains and
prairies.

Erik K. Fritzell

Department of Entomology, Fisheries,
and Wildlife

University of Minnesota

St. Paul, Minnesota 55101

30





