
Notes
 

AN OBSERVATION OF POSSIBLE MALLARD ADOPTION.---on July 23,1973, I 
received a call from Herbert Engberg, a resident of Crosby, North Dakota. Mr. 
Engberg explained that a brood of ducklings was being scattered around his neigh­
borhood by cats, dogs and children. The nine, class I-A mallard ducklings were 
collected by Mr. Engberg's children in his yard. I picked up and transported the 
ducklings approximately 1800 meters to a marsh at the edge of Crosby. 

Upon releasing the ducklings in the marsh, a hen mallard near the release site 
began quacking, splashing in the water, and making short flights above the 
young. When the hen landed near the ducklings they swam to her and were last 
observed swimming into the bulrushes with her. The ducklings and hen were ob­
served for approximately 15 minutes. It appeared as though the hen mallard had 
adopted the nine mallard ducklings. 

Speculation can be made concerning the hen-ducklings relationship. It is 
possible that the hen mallard in question was the actual parent of the young 
mallards, as the marsh where she was located was close to· where the ducklings 
were collected. It is also quite possible that this hen was not the mother but for 
some reason adopted the brood I released. In that case, what I witnessed may 
possibley have been an adoption by a wild mallard duck.-Ronald A. Stromstad, 
Crosby Wetland Management District, US Fish and Wildlife Service, Po. Box 
148, Crosby, North Dakota 58730. 
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