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Christmas Bird Counts in North Dakota during the 1976 season were made in 
all of the areas that were covered in 1975 (Fig. 1). Although the effort expended 
was somewhat greater than during the preceeding year, as indicated by more ob­
servers, more party hours afield, more miles covered and more individual birds, 
the total munber of species and races seen in the state was down from 1975. 

Observers in several areas commented on the scarcity of birds, both species 
and numbers of individuals. However, Fargo-Moorhead reported a good number 
of species, and Jamestown had their second highest species total and their highest 
number of individuals. Species totals were down in all areas except Hazen, Upper 
Souris National Wildlife Refuge, ]. Oark Salyer National Wildlife Refuge and 
Fargo-Moorhead. 

Most parties making their counts in the early part of the counting period ex­
perienced good to very good weather conditions, while those who were out near 
the end of the period had rather cold temperatures. There were 176 observers on 
the thirteen counts. A total of about 540 party hours were spent on the counts 
and 3,201 party miles were covered afoot and by automobile. 

New species were added to the all-time Christmas Count lists in some areas 
and a few of these were new on the list for the State. The Merlin, Belted 
Kingfisher, and Oark's Nutcracker were all new to the Medora list and of these 
the Kingfisher was probably the most unusual winter record; however, the Nut­
cracker was new to the State Christmas Count list. Upper Souris National Wildlife 
Refuge reported adding the Yellow-headed Blackbird and Song Sparrow. Bismar­
ck-Mandan added the Brown Thrasher and ]. Oark Salyer Refuge reported a 
Vesper Sparrow and several Harris Sparrows. The Gadwall, Wood Duck and 
White-throated Sparrow were noted by the Jamestown party as being new to their 
list and Valley City added the Mallard, Barred Owl and Western Meadowlark. 
Two Gray Jays were reported at Grand Forks and, although not included on the 
Christmas Count, one Gray Jay was seen in the Sully's Hill area just before the 
count period. 

Hawks were low in numbers with only five species and seven individuals 
reported in all thirteen count areas. Five species of owls were reported with Snowy 
Owls being somewhat more numerous than in previous years. 

This year saw a big reduction in numbers of northern finches following the in­
flux in 1975. Most species in this groups were reported in the State but their 
numbers were quite low and some were absent in several areas. 
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Figure 1. Location of Count Areas 

1. Medora 
2. Des Lacs Refuge 
3. Hazen 
4. Upper Souris Refuge 
5. Bismarck-Mandan 
6. J. Clark Salyer Refuge 
7. Leeds 
8. Sully's Hill NGP 
9. Arrowwood Refuge 

10. Jamestown 
11. Valley City 
12. Grand Forks 
13. Fargo-Moorhead 
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NORTH DAKOTA CHRIST~lAS BIlW COUIITS - 1976 
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33.	 \.hil(>-bI'et1!.Le 11 j Lt ~ ~ (':11 (, 11 l' 21 q 1,( 101 20f p 
34. I1cd-l'rcartecl ,,'I,~tch :! I, 1 8 4 
J.2~ II,ro'llJn C:" ee cr ~ L _ ~.
36.	 Brown 'l'~ r. n' er 1 1 
37.	 AmericQI1 !<obir 1U 17 3 11 _,? 6 
38.	 Townserd's nliLaire 2 1 
39.	 GOlden-crowne6 Kin let 1 1 
40.	 ,<uby-crowned Kinrlet 1 1 
41. liohell1ian I/axwinl: I ~-L 301 1( 3h ~'7 5 2 141 1.(2 17~ l' 24 11 
42 0 ~edar' nxwinr. ;> 16 4 (L. 130 4 
43.	 !,orLhern _hri~e 4 5 1 4 1 2 3 21 8 
44.	 ;:;t"rlinr. 1 ;.(,r :,>0 142 22C) 2(,1 1247 f 
45.	 House ~~arro~ .](:0.0 j1 r) 152 ? '4 (4 ;- )~7 13U2 4/ (, ,'597 ,01127 12 

~.eetern }"eadowlurk 1--' 
47. Yello>l-head"d llHcki ird 2 .:' 1 
48 0 Red-win,~ed luckt ird ;. 2 rl 11 2 4,' 18 112 7 
49. Husty 131ackhird 4 24 ')/ 1 ;'1, 4 
506 Erewer's JliJckbird __~ -~ 7 
510 CQm~on nrRc~'le II 2 ~ 2 
52.	 blncY-bird. sr. n ') 1 
53. Carel ins] 1 1 ;> 2 

J:>. 54. E'veninr ro~I'eak ~ '; h 17 4
'->J 

55. I urnle "'inch 1· '.' :;, 7 3~ 4 
56.	 Pine r;roshMk 1 6 1 3 
57.	 Cornmon riedloll 1 <;7 I.e. 1101 21 ;1~7 16 67 19 10';1 10 
58.	 • ine ;;icf,in r.()? 2 1 Q 74 5 
59.	 American ,01 fiTch 10 4, ~> 2 
60. Red Cros!;bill ;> . - 2 1 
b1. ~ :'7J"now 1 _. 1 1 
62.	 !lark-eyed "unco 21 155 156 2 
63.	 Dark-eyed J"nco ( 1.-c, 1.) 1 1 2 79 1C 40 133 (, 
64.	 Dark-eyeel JUI1~O (lrc.) 2 2 1 
65.	 '~ree G!'arrow 5 ~ 10 16 12 <;1 34 4 140 8 
66.	 Harris .•parrow < 5 7 17 3 
67.	 \ihitf'-t'lrouted ~p,.rro,·: 1 1 1 2 5 4 
68.	 GonG ~pBrrow 1 3 4 2 
69. l.apland Lonrspur 20 41'96 1'0 18 I, 4697 5 
70•.,now :.llnting ~o 1U ~ __ ~Cc 17P, 1200 122_1;>24 399 475 102 3"90 11 

Irot,ol :;;pccies 2? 21 17 2(, 39 16 16 10 11 40 27 32 "2 «(,~. + 2 r"cea) 
Total Individuals 793 3 1{1 91,4 428 112 1 3 5(.1 1028 131f ~q6 13339 2·14 9278 4~92 42365 

i arty Hours 47 32 43 27 51 25)' py 8}" 12 100 24 RI, 77 5391' 
Party thles ';26 335 22 121 378 60 64 1?1 1;>0 ~1'4 777 402 491 3201 

Obscrv~rs	 1 I, 11 1(; 10 ;>0 3 5 2 3 22 9 32 29 176 




