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capacities of nestling sandhills from different climates from Florida to the Arctic , 
in spite of small sample sizes and his consideration that the data were still in­
complete. 

The front cover is a beautiful , artistic black-and-white drawing (?) for which I 
can find no credit , although the credits list a photo by L. H. Walkinshaw for a 
frontispiece which I cannot find ; the reference may have meant the front cover. 
The publication is in typed, rather than typeset , fonnat and the binding leaves 
something to be desired-the copy I reviewed was already falling apart when I 
received it. But the editing is excellent and I did not stumble across any typos or 
other errors aside from the frontispiece reference . And the Proceedings editor 
deserves three cheers for promptness. The proceedings of the peregrine falcon 
conference held in 1% 4 required five years for completion as did the proceedings 
of a 1972 osprey conference. 

In summary, the material in the Proceedings is largely of reference or 
historical importance . Specific conservation matters needing attention, such as a 
water diversion project in Nebraska and construction of an interstate highway in 
Mississippi through critical crane habitat, have already been acted upon and the 
problems have been halted , at least temporarily. But must be maintained 
and other problems, particularly overseas , continue at an alarming rate. Few 
people would find the Proceedings a useful coffee-table book for the living room 
(although many such crane books exist) . But most biologists would want to know 
that they have access to it in their institutional library and all who are specifically 
interested in cranes should have a copy. 

The crane people are planning to flock together again in 1978. If the next 
meeting is as successful as the 1975 workshop , the cranes will continue to be in 
good hands. 

James W. Grier 
Zoology Department 
North Dakota State University 
Fargo, North Dakota 58102 

ESSAYS ON THE SEASONS 

A Season of Birds . Dian Henderson. lllustrated by Chuck Ripper. 1976. 
Tamarack Press. M adison, Wisconsin. 87 pages. $5 .95. 

Dion Henderson's book is a collection of observations and reflections about 
common natural experiences viewed mainly from his window overlooking his 
backyard and bird feeder . A Season of Birds consists of 36 one-page essays 
grouped under the four seasons. They deal with 26 common species of birds and 6 
other animals and insects ; four reflect on the changing seasons . The
of the birds describe their actions and his thoughts about them, with brief bits of 
infonnation about them. Each essay is illustrated by a pen-and-ink drawing. 

Dion Henderson is a journalist , sportsman , columnist and bird watcher, who 
has also written four novels, a book of essays, and a book of short stories. He lives 
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