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Notes:
 

ABNORMAL OcCU RRENCE WHITE-FRO TED GEE SHERIDAN 
NTY, NoRTH DAKOT - On May 16, 1977 while conducting waterfowl 

surveys in central North Dakota, we observed a pair of White-fr nted Geese on a 
140 acre alkaline lake. This lake, which is managed by the U .S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service as a waterfowl production area, is located in Section 22 SW, T145N, 
R75W, in south rn Sheridan County. 

Both birds were watched for several minutes through 10 x 50 binoculars and a 
zoom (20-45x) spotting scope as they swam together along the far shore of the 
lake . Eventually they became alarmed and took flight. At that point we became 
aware that one bird was missing a number of primaries from one wing. These lost 
feathers apparently hampered the bird's £light for it progressively lost ground on 
the other bird as they circled and flew off to the northwest. Approximately a half 
hour later both birds were flushed from a wheat field one half mile from the origin -
I point f observation. This time they flew about 400 meters and alit in another 

wheat field where they resumed feeding. 
White-fronted geese normally complete their migration through North 

Dakota by the end of April and these birds were the only ones seen during two 
weeks of intensive waterfowl surveys conducted in central North Dakota in mid­
May. The late date of this sighting was probably due to the impaired flight of one 
number of the pair. The behavior of these birds seems to indicate that they in­
tended to summer this area. It is unlikely that nesting would be attempted since 
the normal breeding range of this species is restricted to northern Alaska and 
arctic P. Kibbe , 1550 Y osemite, Denver, Colorado 80220 
and A. Roppe, 11 955 SWsummercrest Dr., Tigard, Oregon 9 7223, 

N GRACK E PREYS SPOTTED SAND?IP R - It is well known 
that the Comm on Grackle (Quiscalus quiscula) preys on the eggs and young of 
Passerine birds. In addition , Bent (Life Histories of North American Blackbirds, 
Orioles Tanagers and Allies. U.S. Natl. M us. Bull . 211, 1958) reported in­
stances of grackle predation on game farm Ring-n eked Pheasant (Phasianus 
colchicus) chicks as well as adult Pine Siskins (Spinus pinus) and House Sparrows 
(Passer domesticus). However, I know of no reports of grackle predation on 
shorebird young. 

On 21 July 1977 (1800 CST) while observing a male Spotted Sandpiper (Ac­
titis macularia ) tending two 3-day-old chicks on Little Pelican Island, Leech Lake, 
Cass County , Minnesota, I noticed a Common Grackle foraging about 30 ern 
from shore in herbaceous vegetation about 8 high . was the same patch of 
vegetation where I had last seen the sandpiper chicks . 

The parent sandpiper became extremely excited upon discovering the grackle 
and attempted to displace it. First , he approached to about 40 em from the grackle 
and performed an intense threat display with body upright , tail depressed and par­
tially spread , and wings extended and elevated over his back. When the gra kle 
did not respond, the sandpiper attacked by momentarily £lying to the grackle ' s 
back. The attack was followed immediately by an injury-feigning distraction 
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