
ates and online and on-campus 
M.A. program.  Both bring a 
lot of enthusiasm and expertise 
to the department, and we are 
happy to have them on-board. 

This last summer, we sent out 
an online survey request to the 
alumni who have updated 
emails with the FHSU Alumni 
office.  I would like to thank 
those of you that responded.  
You provided a lot of valuable 
information about what our 
alumni are doing with their 
education and how the skills 
they learned helped their ca-
reers.  Some of you even re-
sponded and offered to come 
speak to current majors about 
career opportunitiesñwe will 
be in touch.  It is always nice 
to hear from alumni and to 
receive updates, so please feel 
free to contact us.  On that 
note, we have created a Face-
book page for the Department 
of History to keep you updated 
about what we are doing here.  
Please òlikeó the page and stay 
in touch! 

Dr. Kim Perez, 
Department Chair 

My first year as Chair was busy 
and productive.  Thanks to the 
hard work of the departmentõs 
faculty and staff we accom-
plished a number of important 
things.  First, we underwent a 
comprehensive Kansas Board 
of Regents (KBOR) review.  
This is standard procedure at 
all Regents universities and it 
is a good tool for evaluating 
the curriculum and learning 
outcomes of a department.  
We expanded our Masterõs 
program to include an on-line, 
non-thesis option for profes-
sionals who need additional 
career training, but donõt plan 
on pursuing a Ph.D.  We are 
currently in the process of 
developing on-line courses for 
that program.  And finally, we 
completed two searches and 
hired two new tenure-track 
faculty.  We did all of this on 
top of our regular teaching, 
service, and research responsi-
bilities; so as you can see, it 
was a very busy year. 

We are pleased to have two 
new permanent faculty join the 

department this year.  Dr. 
Paul Nienkamp, who served as 
a temporary faculty member 
last year, applied and was 
awarded one of the tenure 
track positions; prior to this he 
was a Visiting Assistant Profes-
sor at Michigan Technological 
University in Houghton, Mich-
igan.  Dr. Nienkamp will teach 
American history, history of 
science and technology, and 
history education courses.  He 
will also serve as the Director 
of Teacher Education; this 
responsibility includes educat-
ing and guiding our history 
education majors.  We are also 
joined by Dr. Juti Winchester, 
who will teach a variety of 
courses, including public histo-
ry, American history, western 
history, and womenõs history.  
Dr. Winchester has extensive 
public history experience as 
the Ernest J. Goppert Curator 
of Western American History 
at the Buffalo Bill Museum in 
Cody, Wyoming, and she will 
build our Public History certif-
icate program for undergradu-

T HE CHAIRõS CORNER: THE STATE OF THE D EPARTMENT 

The university has undertaken two initiatives aimed at en-
hancing studentõs academic experience:  undergraduate 
research and service-learning.  The idea behind the under-
graduate research initiative is to encourage students to use 
their skills in an original, faculty-mentored research pro-
ject.  And service learning opportunities allow students to 
contribute to the community through service projects that 
are academically oriented.  In history, we are uniquely posi-
tioned to contribute to both of these initiatives by working  

Continued on Page 6 
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Students, John Trabert (pictured 
left) and Tom Nicholas (above), 

doing research for Hays Neighbors.  

As always, I would like to thank 
our alumni and our donors for 
your support.  We could not do 
what we do without you.  
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PHI  ALPHA THETA  MEMBERS 

SELLING TIGER GOLD  ON  FRIDAY  

(TGOF) T -SHIRTS IN  FRONT  OF 

THE UNION  

LaGretia Copp and the FHSU 
History Department, students 
from varied disciplines are 
coming together to breathe 
new life into the organization. 
Phi Alpha Theta is planning on 
attending a regional confer-
ence, selling Tiger t-shirts, and 
possibly sponsoring a histori-

This semester marks a 
òrebirthó of sorts for Eta Psi 
Chapter of Phi Alpha Theta, 
the National History Honor 
Society at FHSU. Unfortunate-
ly, Phi Alpha Theta has been 
inactive for the last few years. 
We are excited that, with the 
help of faculty advisor Dr. 

cally relevant movie night.  Be 
on the lookout for many excit-
ing Phi Alpha Theta activities.   

History Club is now a social 
organization and meets once a 
month.  Anyone can join.  

PHI  ALPHA T HETA AND  H ISTORY CLUB U PDATE 

PHI  ALPHA T HETA O FFICERS:  

BACK ROW , LEFT TO  RIGHT ;  

MONTI  ADAMSñSECRETARY, 

D AKOTA  T HOMASñVICE 

PRESIDENT, MEGAN MACKñ

PRESIDENT; FRONT  ROW ; MICHAEL 

MACCONNELLñTREASURER 



 

Norman caulfield:  Dr. Caulfield is contributing to the International Labour Organizationõs (ILO) International Insti-
tute of Labour Studies series:  òLabour Provisions in Trade Arrangements:  Current Trends and Perspectives.ó  Besides presenting 
a paper at a Latin American Studies Conference in Miami, Fl. in 2012, Dr. Caulfield continues to work on his forthcoming book 
for the University of Illinois Press.  In July 2013, Dr. Caulfield will be part of the Mexican delegation of labor scholars and will 
present a paper titled òEl Ambiente Laboral en el Sexensio de Felipe Calderon:  Siguiendo Hacia la Flexibilidad.ó at the La Aso-

David Bovee:  Dr. Bovee is in his eighth year in the Department of History at FHSU.  He is very happy because he was 
married this summer to Marianne, who is a college teacher of English and Philosophy.  Also in the summer, he did research in 
Milwaukee on the religion of the U.S. presidents.  This fall, he will continue to serve as the departmentõs representative on the 
Graduate Council and as its Library Liaison.  He will also continue to serve on the universityõs Scholarship Environment Commit-
tee and on the board of directors of the Ellis County Historical Society.  Most of all, he enjoys teaching his coursesñthis fall, they 
are a U.S. History survey, Approaches to U.S. History, a seminar on U.S. Religious History and an online course on the History 
of Ideas to 1500.  
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LAGRETIA COPP:  Dr. Copp is starting her second year as a faculty member in the department. She will be teaching cours-
es in Middle East history, European history, and historical methods. Dr. Copp is also the new faculty advisor for Phi Alpha Theta. 
Her current research interests include the contributions of Caribbean missionaries and civil servants in pre-World War II West 
Africa and the evolution of European concepts of human rights in relation to the minorities of the Ottoman Empire. She will pre-
sent some of her preliminary research at several conferences in the coming months.  

DAVID Goodlett:  Dr. Goodlett continued with the research he is conducting for his next book, which concerns pat-
terns in political speeches during the twentieth century. After a several-year absence, he resumed his role as the department's 
faculty senator. He also concluded a two-year stint as the faculty advisor to Phi Alpha Theta, the history honor society, and a fif-
teen-year tenure as the faculty advisor to the history club; he has placed both organizations into the extremely capable hands of 
Dr. Copp. Perhaps most satisfying of all, he directed Ryan Kennedy's master thesis, which turned out to be a fine one indeed. 

FACULTY  U PDATES 

GUEST SPEAKERS FROM THE T RUMAN  AND  EISENHOWER MUSEUMS 

Tim Rives, Deputy Director of the Eisenhower Presidential Museum and Library and Sam Rushay, Senior Archivist at the Truman Presidential 
Library answering questions from faculty and students. 

Paul nienkamp:    Dr. Nienkamp is starting his second year in the Department of History at FHSU.  As the Director of 
History Education, he continues to oversee the history secondary education students on campus and observe at field experience 
sites.   He will be presenting a paper at the 150th Anniversary of the Morrill Land-Grant College Act at Mississippi State Univer-
sity in October 2012 and will have several entries in a new Encyclopedia of Populism out Summer 2013.  He teaches Modern 
World Civilization, United States Survey II, Secondary Social Studies Teaching Methods, and History of Technology in the 
World.  
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FACULTY  U PDATES, CONTINUED  

Kim perez:  Dr. Kim Perez continues to serve as the Chair of the Department of History.  This fall, her article entitled 
òõNature as a Field for Fictionõ:  Mabel Osgood Wright Responds to the Nature Faker Controversyó was published in the Winter 
2012 edition of ISLE:  Interdisciplinary Studies in Literature and Environment.  Dr. Perez was also named a Provostõs Service-Learning 

Faculty Fellow for 2012-2013.  

Kaycee Beilman,  
Department Student  

Assistant 

Shanna Butel,  
Senior  

Administrative Assistant 

Juti winchester:  Dr. Juti Winchester is in her first year in the Department of History.  She completed her doctorate 
at Northern Arizona University in 1999, with a dissertation about tourism and William F. òBuffalo Billó Cody.   Currently, Dr. 
Winchester is working on a manuscript exploring the way the public has used ideas and images of Buffalo Bill since his death in 
1917.  Before coming to teach Public History at FHSU, she taught at Northwest College in Powell, Wyoming and has worked in 
various positions including archivist, architectural historian, and museum curator.  Dr. Winchester is eager to share her educa-
tion and experience with students.  

Faculty left to right : Back RowñDavid Goodlett, LaGretia Copp, 
Paul Nienkamp, Juti Winchester, David Bovee.  Front RowñKim 

Perez, Shanna Butel, Norman Caulfield 

Vanessa Beilman,  
Department Student 

 Assistant 


