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Basic Departmental Grading Rubric 
for Oral Presentations

*Faculty may adapt, adding or removing characteristics and/or re-weighting components, as appropriate for individual assignments.
Student’s Name:___________________________________________



Date:______________

Assignment: __________________________________________________
       Course: ________________________________

4=A
3=B
2=C
1=D
0=U

	Effective Communication (Communicate Orally: Speaking Skills/Voice and Pacing)

	Unsatisfactory = 0
	Novice = 1
	Apprentice  = 2
	Proficient  = 3
	Distinguished = 4
	Points/Comments

	Wholly lacking.
	Inaudible or too loud; too slow/fast; uninterested and used monotone; incorrectly pronounces terms
	Some mumbling; uneven rate; little or no expression; student incorrectly pronounces words
	Clear articulation but not as polished; pronounces words correctly


	Poised, clear articulation; proper volume; steady rate; good posture/eye contact; enthusiasm; confidence; precise pronunciation 
	

	Effective Communication (Communicate Orally: Eye Contact)

	Unsatisfactory = 0
	Novice = 1
	Apprentice  = 2
	Proficient  = 3
	Distinguished = 4
	Points/Comments

	
	Student reads all of report with no eye contact
	Student occasionally uses eye contact, but still reads most of report
	Maintains eye contact most of the time but frequently turns to notes
	Student maintains eye contact with audience, seldom returning to notes
	

	Effective Communication (Communicate Orally: Body Language)

	Unsatisfactory = 0
	Novice = 1
	Apprentice  = 2
	Proficient  = 3
	Distinguished = 4
	Points/Comments

	
	No movement or descriptive gestures
	Very little movement or descriptive gestures
	Made movements or gestures that enhanced articulation
	Movements seemed fluid and helped the audience visualize
	

	Effective Communication (Communicate Orally: Poise)

	Unsatisfactory = 0
	Novice = 1
	Apprentice  = 2
	Proficient  = 3
	Distinguished = 4
	Points/Comments

	
	Tension and nervousness is obvious; has trouble recovering from mistakes
	Displays mild tension; has trouble recovering from mistakes
	Makes minor mistakes, but quickly recovers from them; displays little or no tension
	Student displays relaxed, self-confident nature about self, with no mistakes
	

	Effective Communication (Use of Electronic Media)

	Unsatisfactory = 0
	Novice
	Apprentice 
	Proficient 
	Distinguished
	Points/Comments

	
	Layout is cluttered, confusing and does not use spacing; graphics, sounds and/or animations are unrelated to content; four or more spelling errors and/or grammatical errors
	Some structure, but appears cluttered or distracting; some of the graphics, sounds, and/or animations seem unrelated to topic; three misspellings and/or grammatical errors
	Uses horizontal/vertical white space appropriately; graphics, sound and/or animation visually depict material/assist audience understanding; no more than two misspellings and/or grammatical errors
	Layout is visually pleasing; graphics, sound and/or animation assist in presenting overall theme; no misspellings or grammatical errors
	

	Effective Communication (Quantitative Data)

	Unsatisfactory = 0
	Novice = 1
	Apprentice  = 2
	Proficient = 3
	Distinguished = 4
	Points/Comments

	
	Communication of results is incomplete, unorganized and difficult to follow; Makes inferences inconsistent with simple displays of data or with its context
	Communicates some important information; not organized well enough to support decision; Explains the inferences within a limited context
	Communicates most of important information; shows support for decision; Explains the meaning of the data in everyday language; relates to the appropriate context
	Communication of results is thorough; shows insights into how data predicted the outcome; Explains clearly the meaning of the data, and relates it to appropriate context
	

	Effective Communication (Organized)

	Unsatisfactory = 0
	Novice = 1
	Apprentice  = 2
	Proficient  = 3
	Distinguished = 4
	Points/Comments

	
	Audience cannot understand presentation because there is no sequence of information
	Audience has difficulty following presentation because student jumps around
	Student presents information in logical sequence which audience can follow
	Student presents information in logical, interesting sequence which audience can follow
	

	Effective Communication (Content Knowledge)

	Unsatisfactory = 0
	Novice = 1
	Apprentice = 2
	Proficient = 3
	Distinguished = 4
	Points/Comments

	
	Student does not have grasp of information; student cannot answer questions about subject
	Student is uncomfortable with information and is able to answer only rudimentary questions
	Student is at ease with content, but fails to elaborate


	Student demonstrates full knowledge (more than required) with explanations and elaboration
	


