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 Changing of the Guard 
 The end of an era 

Fond Farewell Dr. Markley  
  

 
  
 
 
 
 
  

 Welcome Dr. Patrick Land  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  
   After 34 years of teaching at Fort  
Hays State University, Dr. Markley retired on 
June 1, 2004, after serving as Psychology 
Department Chair for four years.   
   Dr. Markley and Anita moved to 
Lawrence, Kansas.  However, his 
retirement didn’t last long, as he was offered 
and accepted a teaching position in north 

Texas.  Sounds  
like the lure of easy money (?) couldn’t 
replace the urge to retire.  Of course, he 
emphasizes that the Texas job is ONLY for 
one year which means he will have to retire 
again. 
 
   Dr. Carol Patrick Land was named to 
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replace Dr. Markley.  Dr. Patrick Land 
joined FHSU in 1997 and received her PhD 
in Developmental Psychology from Southern 
Illinois University.  Dr. Patrick is busy 
learning to be a chair and says paperwork is 

the most fun part of her job (we think this is 
probably sarcasm).   She keeps busy in 
her new home with new hubby and new 
puppy (her children). 
 

 Psychology Club - Psi Chi   
 
   The annual Psi Chi banquet was held on 
April 26, 2004. As this was our farewell to 
Dr. Markley, a short presentation of 
rememberances were  given by Dr. 
Jackson, Dr. Olson, and Ken and Jackie 
Loos. Fourteen new members were 
inducted into Psi Chi. Reed and Ryabik 
scholarship winners for 2004-2005 were 
announced.  Those receiving the Ryabik 
Scholarships were: Jeannine Bergsma, 
Andrea Ring, and Jessica Linenberger.  
Winners of the Reed Scholarships were: 
Jessica Brack, Jenny Wilkerson, John 
Booze, Donna Fay, Mike Manteuffel, Amy 
Poduska, Kathy Wallert, Marleah 
Kinderknecht, and Kris Fox.  Jennie 
Wilkerson was selected as Outstanding 
Senior, and Kathy Wallert was selected 
as Outstanding Junior.  
 
  Nine members of Psychology/Psi Chi 
attended the 2004 APA convention in 
Honolulu, Hawaii, where they hosted the 
hospitality suite for the convention.   
 

  In September, the Psychology/Psi Chi 
Club, along with FHSU Campus 
Intramurals & Recreation Department, 
sponsored  PSYCH (Psychology Softball 
Yearly Co-ed Hitfest) a campus-wide 
softball tournament.  A total of 7 teams 
participated in the event with players 
ranging from the age of 18 to 56.  Each 
team player was presented with a “Master’s 
in Softball” shirt provided by the clubs. 
 
 
First and second place teams for PSYCH, 
pictured with Diane Scott who threw out the 

first pitch.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 GASP  
 

  This past year, several GASP members 
volunteered to be ‘Buddies’ to incoming 
graduate students but struggled to make 
contact over the summer. We’ll try again 
next year and see if we can get a hold of our 
new grads so that they can benefit from the 
2nd year graduate students’ experiences 
living in Hays.  

 
  The current president is Stephanie 
Mustain, vice president is Eric Brown, and 
treasurer is Kathy Miller. With their effort, 
we’ve been able to schedule to meet 
monthly to eat (usually potluck) and to 
socialize the first Wednesday of the month 
from 12:30-1:30. Our chili and Mexican 
themed lunches were successful and free 
pizza once in a while doesn’t hurt either.  
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  This year, we’ve had several speakers 
over our lunch hour. Dr. Patrick Land 
discussed a proposed timeline for thesis 
research, and Dr. Duvall discussed 
internship issues. Special thanks for their 
input. 
 
  We’ve also supported (and/or tagged 
along with) several Psych Club and Psi Chi 
organizations’ activities. In their first annual 
softball tournament, GASP sponsored one 
and one half teams and had a great time; 
we also attended the winter supper at the 
Kitzis’ home and sponsored the ‘dirty santa’ 
tradition that really lived up to it’s name this 
year. We’ll give some serious attention to 
trying out other terms -can ‘white elephant 
gift exchange’ be misconstrued? 
 
  Two GASP members requested and 
received funding from SGA to attend and 
present their research at the Society of 
Personality and Social Psychology (SPSP) 
conference in New Orleans with Dr. Turek. 
Congratulations Darin Challacombe and 
David Egert! 
 
  As always in the spring semester, we tend 
to lose much of our group out on internship, 

but we know they’re pretty busy, so, we 
understand! We plan to continue meeting 
monthly and to provide information and/or 
speakers as requested by students.  
 
1st Year Graduate Students 
 
Darin Jay Challacombe  
 
  Darin is a Kansas native, hailing from 
Topeka, Kansas.  He obtained his BS from 
Fort Hays State University and took off a 
year to travel overseas.  He plans to obtain 
his PhD in Social Psychology. 
 
  Darin is compelled to conduct research 
and hopes to complete his degree in 
General Psychology in May (provided I 
allow him to complete his research).   
 
Jennifer Cole  
 
  Jennifer grew up in Curtis, Nebraska, 
with her twin sister, Stephanie.  She 
attended McCook Community College and 
Hastings College, in Nebraska, where she 
graduated with a BA in Elementary 
Education. 
  

 Jennifer moved to Kansas after touring Fort 
Hays the previous winter.  She liked the 
program curriculum, faculty, and location 
(it’s close to home).  She and Stephanie 
both attend Fort Hays State University.  
Jennifer will be getting her degree in School 
Psychology, while Stephanie is pursuing a 
Masters in Liberal Studies. 
 
  She would like to use her degree to work 
somewhere in the midwest, although with 
the cold weather, is thinking possibly of 
somewhere a little further south.  She 
would like to specialize in early childhood, 
possibly in a special education preschool 
program.  

 
Stephanie Crist  
 
  Stephanie came to Hays  as an 
undergraduate because of the size and 
location from Scott City, Kansas.  She 
elected to stay at FHSU for her graduate 
degree, as she enjoyed her undergraduate 
years, with the fun atmosphere and people 
in the psychology department. 
  
 Upon completion of her degree, Stephanie 
would like to work as a school psychologist 
in a bigger city than Hays, but that will 
ultimately depend on job availability and 
what is going on in her life by that time. 
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Derek Eccles  
 
  Derek comes from the western coast 
(Oregon and Idaho).  He received his 
degree from Brigham Young.  Derek claims 
that he had a gut feeling that Fort Hays was 
the best fit for him (he now thinks it was 
probably just gas), and it was affordable for 
him.   
  
 When Derek completes his degree he 
would like to be a second baseman for the 
Chicago Cubs, but when he wakes up from 
that dream claims he would like to work with 
kids in the Twin Falls, Idaho area.  He loves 
sports and would love to coach for a high 
school baseball team.  So long as he is 
able to find something that gives him the 
summer off and allows him to “hang out” 
with kids he will probably be happy. 
 
Jatiece Freeman  
 
  Jatiece is from Mulllinville, Kansas.  She 
completed her undergraduate work at 
Pittsburg State University.  She decided to 
come to FHSU because of the location in 
relation to her upcoming marriage.   
   
  Jatiece says she isn’t real sure what she 
wants to do with her degree – why else 
would she still be taking classes, but as she 
is getting her master’s in school psychology 
and there is a shortage of school 
psychologists in the western area of 

Kansas, you can bet that is what she will 
probably do. 
 
 
Kristin Goodheart 
 
  Kristen is from Bison, Kansas.  Hays 
feels like a second home to her as she has 
many members of her extended family 
living in the area.  Kristen obtained her 
undergraduate degree from Fort Hays. 
 
  After Kristen completes her master’s 
degree, she would like to go on to obtain 
her PhD.  She would like to eventually own 
her own practice and specialize in working 
with people with eating disorders. 
 
Kendra Lea Heidrick 
 
  Kendra is originally from Beloit, Kansas.  
She earned her undergraduate degree 
from FHSU and wanted to stay for the 
graduate program because she was 
acquainted with her professors and has 
developed many friends here. 
 
  Kendra would like to be a school 
psychologist when she grows up. 
   
Keith Herl  
 
  Keith comes to Fort Hays from Ellinwood, 
Kansas, after obtaining his BA in 
Psychology at Tabor College.   
 

  Keith had worked at the Prairie View 
Mental Health Center with mentally 
disturbed children and youth.  He hopes to 
obtain his EdS in School Psychology where 
he can help children learn and succeed.  
He is particularly interested in helping the 
mentally disturbed youth population. 
 
Jennifer Jordan  
 
  Jennifer comes originally from Des 
Moines, IA, although in recent years she has 
lived in the frozen tundra of North Dakota.  
The weather in Kansas doesn’t bother her 
after living in North Dakota where people 
have to be dug out of their homes and 
where snowdrifts are so high you can’t even 
see some of the single story buildings. 
 
  Jennifer elected to come to Fort Hays 

because she considered it affordable and it 
offered her the chance to pursue research 
experiences.  (In reality, she claims we 
were the first school to accept her and she 
just wanted to get even with the ones that 
kept her on a waiting list). 
 
  After getting her PhD  she would like to 
work with violent/sexual offenders in the 
criminal justice system or their victims to 
help develop more effective treatment 
strategies/techniques for both criminals and 
their victims. 
 
Catherine Mueller 
 
  Although Catherine grew up in 
Switzerland, her family was originally from 
the Bison area.  She completed her 
undergraduate work in Boston, MA. 
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  On a trip to Kansas to observe a wheat 
harvest, Catherine fell in love with a farmer 
and will be getting married this summer, 
which I am sure has something to do with 
her deciding to do her graduate work in 
Kansas. 
 
  Catherine would like to eventually become 
a really good swing dancer but since she is 
seeking her EdS  in school psychology, we 
assume she would like to work as a school 
psychologist. 
    
Desiree Pfortmiller 
 
  Desi received her BA in Psychology and a 
minor in Sociology from FHSU.  She 
decided to continue at FHSU in the Clinical 
Psychology program to obtain her Master’s 
degree.  She plans to work in a community 
mental health center somewhere in Kansas 
after obtaining her degree. 
 
Manpreet Rai 
 
  Manpreet joined us in January to seek her 
master’s in general psychology.  She grew 
up in Prince Rupert, British Columbia, 
Canada, where she claims they love their 
hockey and beer.  She obtained her BSC in 

psychology at the University of Calgary in 
Calgary, Alberta. 
 
  Manpreet read Dr. Kitzis’ book on the 
FHSU/PSYCH website, and elected to 
come to FHSU, as she felt it related a lot to 
her interests. 
   
Kim Sander  
 
  Kim came to Fort Hays from Sabetha to 
complete her BS degree in Psychology and 
Criminal Justice.  She is pursuing a 
Masters in Clinical Psychology. 
 
  She plans on moving from the great state 
of Kansas and would like to gain 
experience before possibly pursuing her 
PhD in clinical and forensic psychology. 
 
Benton St. Cyr  
 
  Benton is one of our unique graduate 
students of this year, hailing from St. Lucia 
in the Caribbean.  St. Lucia has lots of 
beaches, seafood, mountains, and 
sunshine (which he obviously is missing in 
Kansas).  One of the biggest challenges in 
Benton’s life is getting used to the Kansas 
climate. 
 

  Benton based his decision to come to 
Hays on the fact it was very affordable.  
After he completes his degree, Benton 
would like to work in either a mental health 
institution or human service type institution, 
possibly working his way into administration. 
   
Michael Vernale 
 
  Mike is originally from Long Island, New 
York.  He loved to travel with his parents as 
a child and fell in love with the outdoors.  
He did his undergrad work in Tucson, 
Arizona, where he fell in love with the movie 
“Dances with Wolves”, and wanted to see 
Fort Hays.  As we also had a master’s 
program, after a visit to the campus where 
he met with faculty, and because of the fact 
that FHSU requires both a thesis and the 
passing of comprehensive exams, he 
thought it would be an excellent stepping 
stone to a doctoral program.  He also may 
eventually get to dance with wolves in 
Kansas. 
  

 Mike intends to enter a doctoral program 
in Psychology, where he will wait for Kevin 
Costner to return his call.  (Why haven’t 
you called yet Kevin?) 
 
Christina Wolf  
 
Christina is from Hays, Kansas.  She 
received her BS at Fort Hays State 
University.  After living in the Hays area 
since the age of five, she is anxiously 
looking forward to leaving Hays to earn her 
PhD. 
 
  Christina is interested in working with 
children in a clinical setting, or even 
forensic psychology. 
  
 
 NEW FACULTY 
 
  
Heath Marrs 
 
  With the departure of Dr. Markley, the 
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Psychology Department was in the hiring 
mode to replace someone to help carry the 
load.  It was the unanimous decision of the 
faculty to hire Heath Marrs, who was 
teaching at Tabor College. 
  Heath grew up in southern California and 
came to Kansas to go to college (he never 
left).  He obtained his MS and EdS from 
Fort Hays State University and is completing 
his PhD from Kansas State University in 
educational psychology.   
  He enjoys watching Big 12 sports and 
keeping his 1965 Chevelle running.  Heath 
and his wife, Cara, are the proud parents of 
a son, Gavin, born in August of 2004 (just 
prior to classes starting).  His research 
interests include at-risk students, 
epistemological beliefs and school and 
educational psychology.  Heath is a 
welcome addition to the diversified staff we 
currently have in place. 
  
 
 Faculty Research  

   
 

   Kaira Hayes, Dr. Patrick Land,  and 
Gina Smith attended and presented at  the 
APA Convention in Honolulu, HI, in July, 
2004, on Advanced General Psychology as 
a teaching tool. 
 
  Dr. Patrick Land and Amy Duncan 
presented at the APA Convention in July 
2004, on Parents with 
behaviorally-disordered children.  
 
  Kaira Hayes presented at the Rocky 
Mountain Psychological Association 
convention in Reno, NV., in April 2004, on 
High functioning autism and Asberger’s 
Disorder. 
 
  Dr. Patrick Land, Jennifer Perry, Kathy 
Wallert, and Aaron Steinert presented at 
the Rocky Mountain Psychological 
Association convention in Reno, NV., in 
April 2004, on The effects of instructor 
personality on student ratings of teaching 
effectiveness. 
  
 

 Dr. Turek, Darin Challacombe, and David 
Egert presented and attended the SPSP 
convention in New Orleans, LA., in January 
2005. 
 
  Dr. Turek and Darin Challacombe will be 
attending and chairing a symposium at the 
Southwestern Psychological Association 
Convention in Memphis, TN., in March, 
2005. 
 
  Dr. Turek will be attending and presenting 
at the American Psychological Society 
Meeting in Los Angeles, CA., in May, 2005. 
 
  Dr. Turek currently have three papers in 
the revising and resubmitting state for 
publication. 
   
 
  Dr. Duvall presented at the National Home 
Educator Leadership Conference in 
Spokane, WA., in September, 2004. 
 
  Dr. Duvall and Denise Boone attended 
and presented at the Kansas Association of 
School Psychologists meeting in October, 
2004. 
 
  Dr. Duvall has published in the School 

Psychology Review on the effectiveness of 
homeschool instructional environments for 
students with ADHD. 
 
  Dr. Duvall has written a chapter for a 
textbook to be published later this year. 
 
  Dr. Duvall presented at the Meeting of 
the Kansas Association of Special 
Education Administrators in Topeka, 
Kansas, in March 2004. 
  
 
  Kaira Hayes has a handout published in 
the National Association of School 
Psychologist’s on Self care-Children home 
alone. 
  
 
  Heath Marrs in October, 2004, presented 
at the Annual Meeting of the Midwestern 
Educational Research Association, in 
Columbus, OH.  
 
  Heath will be attending and presenting at 
the National Association 
of School Psychologists in March, 2005, in 
Atlanta, GA. 
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  Dr. Kenneth Olson has a paper accepted 
for publication in Personality and Individual 
Differences on Superordinate dimensions of 
big five traits. 
 
  Dr. Kenneth Olson has a paper which was 
published in Psychological Reports on big 
five traits and fundamental motives. 
  
 
  Dr. Kitzis presented at the Safe Schools 
Healthy Students Evaluation Symposium in 
June, 2004, in Washington, D.C.  He is also 
currently working on a local evaluation for 
RURAL, Hays, Kansas. 
  
 
 Student Research  
  
 
  Darin Challacombe  presented Sedulous 
Memory Theory at PERK and was awarded 
1st place for Graduate Empirical Research in 

November 2004. 
 
  Kathy Wallert  and Marleah Augustine  
co-hosted a symposium at PERK on Show 
Me the Money: Fundraising 101, at PERK, 
November, 2004. 
 
  Donna Fay  presented at PERK on 
Student Attitudes Toward 
Physician-Assisted Suicide, in November, 
2004. 
 
  Janine (Reed) Heincker presented at 
the Annual Great Plains Students’ 
Psychology Conference in March, 2004, on 
Misperceptions of Binge Drinking. 
 
  Jessica Brack  presented at the Great 
Plains Students’ Psychology Conference in 
March, 2004, and at the Rocky Mountain 
Psychological Association in April, 2004, on 
Problem-focused or Emotion-focused: How 
Coping Strategies Relate to Gender. 

  Amanda Reeves  presented Episodic and 
Semantic Recall in Personal Memories at 
Great Plains Students’ Psychology 
Conference and at Rocky Mountain 
Psychological Association Convention in 
2004. 
 
  Differences in Risky Behaviors in Relation 
to Rural and Urban Demographics was 
presented by Jenny Wilkerson at Great 
Plains Students’ Psychology Conference 
and Rocky Mountain Psychological 
Association Convention in 2004. 
  
 
 Where are you now?  
 
  We would like to hear from alumni – 
letting us know where you are and what you 
are doing since leaving Fort Hays State 
University.  Please send information to 
cwerth@fhsu.edu, or by mail to the 
Psychology Department, 600 Park Street, 
Hays, Kansas 67601. 
 

 
 
 
 
Department of Psychology 
Fort Hays State University  
600 Park Street 
Hays, Kansas 67601  

 Tiger Call 2004   
 
Members of the Psychology Department, 
along with graduate students and 
undergraduate students, have completed 
the Tiger Call for this year.  We want to 
thank everyone who contributed.  
Preliminary estimates are that the 
Psychology Department generated more 
than $9,826 in pledges.  Although some of 
these pledges will most likely end up in the 
general University Endowment account, the 
levels of the funding for the Reed and 
Ryabik scholarships should remain at the 
level comparable to last year. 
 
  If we were unable to reach you by phone 
and you would like to donate, please 
contact the Endowment Association to 
make your pledge and designate your 
wishes. 
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