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AN ALPHABETICAL PERSPECTIVE ON HIV/AIDS

My book, Visual AIDZ: An Alphabetical Perspective on HIV/AIDS, is the
result of continued research of graphic design as a visual communication tool
through the subject of HIV/AIDS. | chose the subject of HIV/AIDS due to previous
research | have done in which | found that all of the books available in the libraries
on this topic overwhelm with scientific facts, do not make a significant impression
on the reader, and have no appeal to anyone truly seeking information onHIV/AIDS
—especially young adults. | created a book that is educational, thought-provoking
and visually impactive. From my research, there are no other books on HIV/AIDS
that have the same approach as Visual AIDZ.

Before | began my sabbatical, | established a connection with
photographer Nicholas Nixon, whose photographs of people with AIDS were
published in the early 1990’s book, People with AIDS. Some of his photographs
and segments of his interviews are represented in my book in combination with
type and other elements to illustrate my own concepts. | had hoped to travel to
Boston to meet with Mr. Nixon in an effort to gain his support for this project as
well as permission to use his photographs, but Mr. Nixon’s schedule was not
accommodating, so we communicated via E-mail instead. The result of our corre-
spondence was positive, and | received his support and conditional permission to
utilize his photographs and quotes.

During my initial research, | contacted the Clinton Foundation HIV/AIDS Initiative
in Little Rock, Arkansas to request specific information on their work with global
AIDS. Through correspondence and phone conversations, | was able to share
some of my designs and ideas with President Clinton and his staff. | was con-
tacted by a staff member about a possible meeting with President Clinton, at
which time | was scheduled to give a presentation over my research and develop-
ing book to graphic design students and professors at Harding University in
Searcy, Arkansas. Unfortunately, President Clinton’s travel schedule conflicted
with the time | would be there; however, | did receive a letter of support for

my efforts.

| spent half of my allocated time on the research and design
aspect of the process, which focused on the following areas: the social impact of
HIV/AIDS in different cultures and societies; the exploration of the powerful
relationship between graphic design and its audience through type and image on a
subject of this magnitude; how type alone can be an effective tool in creating an
impact; merging minimal typography with photography to illustrate the AIDS
pandemic; the inclusion of interactive pages in order to challenge and entice the
reader. The result is a book of twenty-six of the cultural and societal points
concerning HIV/AIDS from A-to-Z. Each of the concepts are illustrated with vivid
typography and/or photography to visually impact the reader. Following each
concept page is an informational page that expands on the topic if further knowl-
edge is desired. The information is condensed, with current and/or historical
facts, and is easy to understand.
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The other half of my allocated time was spent on trying to educate myself on the
arduous business of publishing. | underestimated the difficulty that one faces in
the position of a first-time author. Because my book is unique in its approach and
format, | had to spend a large amount of time researching how to publish a non-
traditional book of the creative non-fiction genre. | became an online member of
Writer’s Digest (www.writersdigest.com) in order to research publishers and track
my submissions. | narrowed the thousands of publishers down to thirty-eight for
whom | feel that my book may be a good fit. | also sought advice from books,
websites, and FHSU English professors. Through the interdisciplinary assistance |
received, | developed a relationship with a published author and FHSU alum,
Charlotte Hinger, who has taken me under her wing and has given me valuable
advice. Upon seeing my book in person, she extended her support and graciously
offered to refer me to her literary agent once my manuscript is complete.

Since the conclusion of my sabbatical, | have continued to develop
and edit my book. Due to the abundance of research available on HIV/AIDS, it has
taken a large amount of time to sort and condense the data; therefore, | still have
several informational pages to design as part of the finished manuscript. These
are the pages that will follow each of the main concept pages. When complete,
there will be a total of twenty-six information pages. Although the research has
been done for all twenty-six, currently, | have only two of them designed. There will
be approximately 120 total pages in the book. Upon completion, | will submit my
book proposal to the literary agent previously mentioned as well as the selected
publishing houses. If | secure an agent, the submission process will be handled
through the agency rather than submitting proposals independently. Literary
agents negotiate publishing contracts, sell subrights (foreign rights and media and
electronic rights) and manage an author’s financial and business affairs so the
author can focus on the business of writing. Acquiring an agent would also
increase my chances of publishing.

The research | did and the knowledge | gained in the unfamiliar area of publishing
will enhance the teaching methods | currently use in the graphic design program.
The insight | gained on publishing alone is invaluable. Being a practicing designer
is essential for an ideal level of instruction. The time | received to actively engage
in research furthered my knowledge and understanding of graphic design and the
subject | chose to research. When published, my instructional capabilities and
methods will be strengthened, and | will be able to pass along the experience |
gained to my students. It will enhance the solid and growing reputation of the
graphic design program as well as bring increased undergraduate and graduate
student recruiting possibilities. A published book will hot only increase the notori-
ety of my work, but also the notoriety of the Art Department and FHSU.
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