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Introduction

Theaveragevisitor to western Kansasis
surprised tolearn that arelatively modest
university located inarural community hasan
attraction assignificant asthe Sternberg Museum
of Natural History.

Themuseum, located along Interstate 70in
Hays, Kansas, isadepartment of Fort Hays State
University. Themuseum hasbeenapart of the
Hayscommunity snce1914, whenthefirst
curator was appointed. In recent years about
100,000 vigtorsannually have enjoyed exhibits
that highlight thefosslsand natural world of the
Great Plains.

The museum maintainsan active program of
changing exhibitions, bringingtotheregion
sgnificant showsthat usually areonly seeninmuch
larger metropolitan aress.

Recent shows haveincluded “ A T. rex named
Sue’ and“ Dinosaursof Jurassic Park: Lifeand
Death of Dinosaurs.” In additionto thesebig-

have been hosted, enriching thelivesof Kansas
residentsand tourists. In addition to the
exhibitions, themuseum housessignificant scientific
research collectionsof natura history specimens
from acrossthe Great Plains.

The museum haseasy accessfromthe
Interstate and plenty of free parking. Groupsare
welcome and guided tours can be arranged.

The museum was named in honor of the
Sternberg family. Two generations of Sternbergs
collected some of themost spectacular fossiIsin
theworld. Their findsarein amost every magjor
museum and have played adominant rolein
initiating the study of NorthAmericanfossils,

George F. Sternberg joined the Kansas State
Teachers Collegeat Haysin 1927 and established
thefossil collection. After George'sdeathin 1969,
the museum was named to honor thisfamily that
gave so much to the science of paleontol ogy.

Comeand explorethemuseum’sexhibitions

name shows, numerousother high quality shows

and history, astherearemany storiesheretotell.

Museum visitors crowd around the recreation of George F. Sternberg excavating the
famous Fish-Within-A-Fish fossil.




Sternberg Museum of Natural History Press Pack

Highlights

Permanent Exhibits

One of themaost important thingsabout the
museum’sexhibitionsand collectionsisthat they
focuson Kansasand the Great Plains. Visitorssee
thingsthat were collected locally, that you could
goout andfindfor yoursdf, rightintheregion.
Thereisenough“exotic’ natureright in our back
yards, onedoesnot need to travel to distant lands.

The permanent foss| exhibitionsof the
museum focus on the L ate Cretaceous, the end of
theAgeof Dinosaurs. During that time, Kansas
was covered by ashallow sea, and marineanimals

Fosslsondisplay inthe Cretaceousgallery
includethefamous*Fish-Within-A-Fish,” sharks,
plesiosaurs, mosasaurs, flying reptiles, and more.
Themuseum hasal so opened an additional
geology gdlery displayingfossisfromal the
geol ogic time periods, focusing on the specimens
from Kansasand the Great Plains.

In addition to the seacreatures, Kansaswas
hometo rhinoceros, camel, horse, bone-crushing
dog, and lion, not thingsonethinksof when
thinking of the Great Plainsand Kansastoday.
Severd scientifically sgnificant Stesacrossthe
plainsrecord these animal sfrom about 5-12
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Sternberg museum proudly displays the world-famous Fish-Within-A-Fish fossil collected

by George F. Sternberg in 1952 from western Kansas.

livedinwhat isnow America sheartland. The
muds of the sea preserved many fantasticfossils,
and western Kansasisworld famousfor itsrich
resource. At the sametime, onthemarginsof the
seq, lived thelast of thedinosaurs, including the
mighty Tyrannosaur usrex, theking of dinosaurs.
Withinauniquefour-story dome, museum
personnel haverecreated aday fromthislong-ago
time. Adventurousvisitorswak among animated,
life-szed dinosaursinafully restoredland
environment and experiencethelifeof someof the
most spectacular creaturesthat haveever lived.
Under the Kansas seaway, visitorscome
face-to-facewith giant sealizardsand fishesthat
lived and died in Kansasand becamefossilized.

millionyearsago.

Morerecently, Kansaswas hometo beasts of
thelceAge, lasting from about 2 millionto 10,000
yearsago. Animalssuch asmammoth, mastodon,
and saber-toothed cats called Kansashome, and
their fosslsareasoondisplay.

Rocksand mineralsare also popular display
items. One section of thegeology gallery focuses
onthem, and anew florescent mineralsexhibit will
open soon. Here, mineralsare subjected to
ultraviolet light causing themto glow in spectacular
colors.

New thingsget added all thetimeto the
permanent exhibitions, and plansare on-going for
futureexhibitions.
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Changing Exhibits

One of themain goal s of the museum hasbeen
to provideavenuefor exciting and dynamic
exhibitionson natura history and related topics.
We striveto providethe people of Kansaswith
exhibitionsthat they could not otherwise see. For
example, showslike*A T. rexnamed Sue” and
“Jurassic Park: Lifeand Degth of Dinosaurs’ were
smashing public successes. “ Sue’ attracted
106,000 visitorsand “ Jurassic Park” brought
closeto 50,000 visitors, many timesmore people
than residein the county!

We dsolook for exhibitsthat connect topics
of natural sciencewith other disciplines. For
example, inconjunctionwith“IntheDark,” a
show about organismsthat livein environments
without light, wearefeaturing“ Blind Ambition,” a
show highlighting theartwork of ablind woman,
LisaFittipaldi, wholivesher liveinthedark, but
hasrisen above her challengesto becomea
popular painter.

Below isalist of current and upcoming shows
a themuseum:

*“IntheDark: WorldsWithout Light,”
showing until September 8", 2002. Highlights
animdsthat livein dark environments, including
caves, soils, deep sea, or at night. Also toucheson
human adaptationsto darknessand blindness

«“Blind Ambition,” paintingsby Lisa
Fittipaldi. Fittipaldi lost her Sight toararedisease,
but took up painting in defiance. Using her other
senses, she createsimages of incredible beaty.
She hasbeen featured on national television, and
her work ison display at the Sternberg through
December 31, 2002

«“Endangered Treasure: Our Alaska
National WildlifeRefuge.” Thisexhibitionwas
developedin responseto the hotly debated issue
that pitsindustridization againgt wilderness
preservation. Theexhibition, organized by agroup
of concerned citizens, features 50 largeformat
photographsby seven nationdly and internationaly
recognized wildlife photographers. The

The museum hosted 106,000 visitors during
the showing of AT. rex named Sue.

photographs depict |andscapes, mammals, and
birdsand show thebiologicd diversity andintrinsic
beauty of the Refuge. On display 6 September —
30 November, 2002.

* “Museum Memories: A Centennial
Exhibition.” Runsfrom 11 October 2002
through 5 October 2003. Produced by the
Sternberg Museum of Natural History in
conjunction with the centennial celebration of Fort
Hays State University, thisexhibitionfeatures
many of thematerialsthat wehad on exhibitinthe
old Sternberg but that have beenin storage since
themuseum movedtoitsnew facility. This
exhibition hepstoillustrate the history and
devel opment of themuseum, theuniversity, and
theregionasawhole. Theexhibitionwill dsohelp
to explainto the public why historical itemsarenot
normaly displayedinanatural history museumand
how the Sternberg Museum complementsthe
variousmuseumsintheregion.

*“Mastersof theNight: TheTrue Story
of Bats,” runsfrom mid January 2003 through 7
September, 2003. Thisshow will beupfor the
2003 spring school tour season. It focuseson one
of naturesmost enigmatic group of animals, the
bats.
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Education and the
Discovery Room

Educationiscentrd tothemission of the
Sternberg Museum, and the museum hasan active
educationdivison providing publiclectures,
children’ssummer classes, teacher in-service
programs, teacher support, and education materid
check out, aswell asthe Discovery Room opento
thepublic.

Theon-going lecture seriesentitled “ Discover
Kansas® features speakersfrom themuseum and
around the state speaking on awide variety of
natura history subjects. Thelecturesareheld
about onceamonth and areusualy heldinthe
museum classrooms. Topicsfrom venomous
snakes, birdsof prey, water qudity, andfossilsare
just afew of the subjectsthat have been presented
inthe past.

Themuseum partnerswith other community
groupsliketheHaysArts Council to offer summer
classesfor children. Usudly, these programs
involveanart or craft aswell aslearning about the
natural world, all whilehaving agreet time.

During the school year, themuseum education
divisonoffers“Story Hour,” afreeafter school

Visitors enjoy the many animal furs available
to touch and guess which animal they
belong to.

Museum Educator, Cameron Liggett, shows
off some of the many items from the
museum’s education collection.

program targeted at young children. A story book
isread to the group and hands-on materialsare
provided by the museum to reinforcethe message
of thebook. For example, if the story isabout
snakes, live snakesfrom the Discovery Room are
showntothe children. Thisprogramisagood
exampl e of the basic approach to education
undertaken by the museum, that learning by
exploration of natural objectsisthenatural
processthat children undertakeintheir daily lives,
and thislearning style can betaken advantage of
forlifdonglearning.

Themuseum has offered awiderange of
teacher programs. During large specia exhibitions,
specia programswere designed to provide
teacherswith advanced knowledge and
background so that they were better prepared to
bringtheir classesandincorporatethemuseum’s
exhibitionintotheir teaching curriculum.
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university’sCollege of Education. Two programs
wererecently grant funded with the goal sof
bringing in classesof teachers, providing them

basi ¢ science content in certain areas, providing
themwithideasfor offering practical hands-on
teaching methodsfor themto utilize, and providing
them with material goodsto take back to their
schools.

All of theseteacher programsaso helpto
promote another important concept of the
museum’seducation divison; themuseumisa
resourcefor material and information supportina
widerangeof classesand acrossthe curriculum.
Themuseum hasa“ Teacher Room,” aspace set
asdefor education staff to meet with any teacher,
to providethemwith raw materialsand
information on any subject inthe natura world.
Often, teacherscome and are amazed at the
amount of materia availabletothem.

Education doeshaveformal kitsavailablefor
check out by teachers, but often their needs
cannot befilled by aready-madekit, and one of
theimportant servicesprovided istowork with
teachersfaceto face, to providewhat they need

Students in a class group hold one of the

live animals from the Discovery Room, a
giant millepede.

for their circumstance.
Other speciaizedin-servicesareoffered, like A highlight of themuseumisthe Discovery
the Dinosaur Dig. Themuseum received funds Room, a“ pleasetouch” roomwherevistorscan

fromthe Forest Serviceto excavate some
dinosaur bonesfound ontheir land.
Seeing potentid for awin-wingtuation,
the museum opened thedig up to
teachersfrom acrossthe state, selecting
themin acompetitive process. Themost
important criterionfor selectionwasthe
teacher’ scommitment to using their
experienceonthedigintheir classsooms |
withtheir sudents. By providing
teachersared-lifeadventure, with al its
hardshipsaswell asromance, they are
better prepared to communicatethat to
their students, and by teaching ahandful
of teachers, we can reach many times
that number of Kansaschildren.

Other in-serviceprogramshave
been offered in cooperation withthe

Girl scouts have a sleep-over at the museum, and
some sleep right under the famous Fish-Within-A-
Fish fossil.
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Museum and Forest Service personnel lead a dinosaur excavation in southeastern
Colorado. Teachers were invited to join if they could show how they would use their
experience to benefit youth.

handle and examine specimens, and learn at their
own pace. You could say that our motto hereis
“Answersare good, but Questionsare better.”

Inthe Discovery Room, specimensare made
availabletovisitorsand visitorsareencouraged to
follow the coursethat intereststhem. In thisway
science becomesinviting and fun, and thishelps
set thestagefor alifetimeof continued learning.

A giant spider, computer workstations, and
other activitiesengagevistorson aself-directed
courseof learning.

Liveanimasarea sofeaturedintheroom.
Theseanimalschange, but they highlight crestures
fromthe Great Plainslikefishes, reptiles, smdll
mammals, spiders, and insects.

Inthe Discovery Room visitorscanfollow
their owninterestsasfar asthey wishtotake
them. Want to find out more about thisspider?
Look upinformation inthe booksor computers
provided. Happy enough to just touch areal fox
skinand moveon?Grest! Providing alearning-
by-doing environment withreal objectsisthe
specid rolethat museumscanfill inour
educational system.

Research

Basicresearchisthefoundation of the
Sternberg Museum. A museumislikeanicebergin
that the part the public seesisonly asmall part of
what isthere. Inthisregard, many museumvisitors
have no concept of the sequence of eventsthat
occur before specimensappear on exhibit.

It can be said that museumshavefour primary
functions: collect, preserve, study, and educate.
Collectioninvolvesobtai ning specimensthat are of
valueto science, and the specimensand their data
arepreserved for futureresearch. Scientistsat the
museum and visiting scholarsand studentsusethe
specimensinthelr research, generating new
knowledge and understanding about the natural
world. Only then can the museum takethat
knowledgeand disseminateit to the publicinthe
formof exhibitions, tours, educational
programming, books, videos, and thelike. Without
research, thelast step could not take place.

The Sternberg originated asacollection of
taxidermy mountsaround 1902. C.W. Miller was




Fort Hays State University

named asthefirst curator in 1914. Miller mounted
bird specimens, and he and othersbegan
collecting variousnatural and historical itemsfor
display.

In 1926, College President WilliamA. Lewis
contacted George F. Sternberg, afossi| collector
of renown, and invited himto cometothe
museum. Sternberg stayed for theremainder of his
long career and built up thedisplay collections,
especialy amassing aspectacular assemblage of
fosslsfromwestern Kansasand elsewhereonthe
Gregt Plains.

Simultaneoudy, faculty membersinthe
Department of Biologica Sciencesat theuniversity

representing new speciesto science.
Thecollection of modern plants consistsof
15,000 | abel ed packets of fungi plus
approximately 100,000 preserved plant
gpecimens. Thecollection of insectslikewise
contains morethan 100,000 specimensand
emphasizesmothsand butterflies of Kansas.
Thecollection of fishesisan important
research collection that documentsthefishfauna
of watershedsthroughout K ansas and adjacent
states. M ost specimensinthefish collectionwere
obtained under contract with various Stateand
Federal agenciesaspart of aproject funded by
theU.S. Environmenta ProtectionAgency to

weredeveloping monitor stream
researchand qudity and

teaching environments
collectionsof nationwide. Thesze
modernbiological [T of thecollection of
specimens. These [t = fishesis
specimenswere | aoproximately
thefoundationfor & g 250,000 specimens.
what became . WS Thecollectionsof
sdientificaly & amphibiansand
important reptilesand birds
collectionsof el e, e e aresmal by

plants, insects, [ e ouas e | comparison (fewer
fisnes, amphibians \y . seum Collection Manager, Mark Eberle, works with ~ 1a110,000
and reptiles, students at a tide pool along the Oregon coast. Specimens), but it
birds, and congstsprimarily of

mammals. All of theresearch collectionsof the
university were combined asonema or museum,
the Sternberg Museum of Natural History, in
1994.

Thepaeontology collectioniswiddy known
for housing someof thefinest Cretaceousfossils
ever found, including thethird best collection of
flying reptilesintheworld, and some of the most
completemosasaurs, plesiosaurs, and fishesinany
museum. | naddition, themuseum houses
sgnificant collectionsof morerecent fossilsfrom
thePains.

Thefoss| plant collection housestheremains
of plantsfrom theregion plustheworld'slargest
collection of fossilized seeds, many of them

scientifically important voucher specimensfrom
research projects.

The collection of mammalsconsistsof about
35,000 specimens and isone of thetop 10
mammd collectionsinthenationinqudity and
scope. Professiona scientistshave praised the
collectionfor how well itismaintained.

The part of theiceberg that the public seldom
sees, theresearch collections of the Sternberg
Museum, thusareatremendous scientific
resource, used for hundredsof scholarly scientific
publications. Those publications, whether authored
by resident scholarsor scientistsfrom other
ingtitutions, help form thetapestry that isscientific
knowledge.
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A teacher participating in the Pratt Mammoth dig during the summer of 2000 works on
uncovering bones. The Pratt specimen is the most complete mammoth ever collected from
the state, and research on the specimen is on-going.

Hays Information

Hays, Kansasislocated half way
between Denver and Kansas City
along Interstate 70 and ishometo Fort
Hays State University, Historic Fort e AYS

Hays, and HaysMedical Center 135
serving al of northwest Kansas. - Huatchjpggan

More information about |
Hays can be gotten by

contacting:
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Hays Convention and Visitor’s Bureau:
800-569-4505, fax 785-628-1471 or
www.haysusa.net




Museum Contact Information

For more information on the museum, its programs or research, to get promotional
photographs, or to be put on the media contact list, contact:

Greg Liggett

Assistant Director

Sternberg Museum of Natural History
3000 Sternberg Drive

Hays, KS 67601

Toll free 877-332-1165
Phone 785-628-4286
Fax 785-628-4518

i Email: gliggett@fhsu.edu
& Museum Web Page: www.fhsu.edu/sternberg

Museum Hours: Tuesday—Saturday 9 am to 7 pvm, Sunday 1
Pm to 7 pm, Closed Monday

Admission Price: $6 for adult, $4 for youth/seniors
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