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MEMORIAL UNION 
Fort Hays State University 

Annual Report 
2007 ï 2008 

 

Introduction 
 
The 2007 ï 2008 academic year marked the first year of normal operation following 20 
months of renovation and change for the Memorial Union.   An $8.5 million renovation 
project officially began in November, 2005 and was completed in August, 2007.       .  
Services, meetings, dinners and special events resumed without the noise, dust and 
inconvenience experienced during the renovation phase.     
 

Memorial Union Renovation Celebration 
 
The Memorial Union held a renovation celebration to signal the end of renovation and to 
showcase the newly-updated facility.   On Sunday, August 19th a Celebration Dinner 
was held, by invitation only, in the Memorial Union Fort Hays Ballroom.  An unveiling of 
a new bronze tiger sculpture was held prior to the dinner, created by Toby Flores of the 
FHSU Art Department.   A ribbon-cutting ceremony was held the following day. 
 
A separate series of events took place September 10 ï 13.  Starting with the letters  

F-H-S-U, the events were labeled Festival Day, Heritage Day, Student Involvement and 

Student Health Day and University Activities Board Showcase Day.  The schedule of 

events follows: 
 
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 10      FESTIVAL DAY 

 
11:00 AM    Garden City High School Folkloric Dance Team 
   Union Patio ï on the quad 

     

1:00 PM  Haskell Indian University Intertribal Culture Clubð 
   Union Patio ï on the quad 

     

7:00 PM  Lemuel Sheppard 
   Cody Commons, Memorial Union 

  

8 AM ï 4 PM* Punch Card Specials -- Monday - Thursday 
 

    Banned Book Sale ï Monday - Friday 
University Bookstore 
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Guess the Number of Frisbees in the Window of the 
University Bookstore ï Monday - Thursday 

    
   Commerce Bank Spin the Wheel 
   Commerce Bank, Union 1st floor ï Monday - Friday 

 

Chartwells Sony DVD Home Theatre System Raffle 
Union Food Court  -- Monday - Thursday 

   

 
 
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 11     HERITAGE DAY 
 
3:00 PM  Heritage Day Program ï  
   Why We Serve 
   Union Patio -- on the quad     

    

7:00 PM  Film and Discussion ï  
   ñWhy We Fightò  
   Cody Commons 
  
 
 
 
   

   

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 12 STUDENT INVOLVEMENT & STUDENT   
     HEALTH DAY 
 
8 AM ï 4:30 PM Open Houses:  Center for Student Involvement & Student  
    Health Center 

  

9:00 AM  Tai Chi in the Quad 
  

11:00 AM  Stuff a Tiger 
   Cody Commons 
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10:30 ï 12:30 & Win a FREE MEAL!   
 
1:30 ï 3:00 PM Lobby outside Union  
   Station 

 
11 AM ï 3 PM Inflatable Games in the 
    Quad 
 

11 AM ï 3 PM Putt, Putt Golf 
 

12:00 ï 3:00 PM Karaoke 
   Union Patio ï on the quad 
    

2:30 ï 4:00 PM Author Book Signing 
 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 13      UNIVERSITY ACTIVITIES BOARD (UAB) 
      SHOWCASE DAY 
 
11 AM ï 3:00 PM Balloons by Lester & Body Art by Susan 

   Cody Commons 
 
   FHSU Student Musician Showcase 
   Cody Commons 
    

    11 AM -- 12 NOON  Laurel Hickel 
 
    12:15 PM -- 1:30 PM  Mario Lazoya 
 
    1:45 PM -- 3:00 PM  The Alex Toepfer  
       Jazz Combo 

 

       7:30 PM  Comedian Louis  
          Ramey 
         

 
ACUI Region 11 Conference held at FHSU 
 
 

 
The Memorial Union hosted the 2007 Association of 
College Unions International (ACUI) Region 11 
Conference on October 28 ï 30.   The conference 
host was Bill Smriga, and the Conference 
Chairperson was Chandra Daffer.  About 75 students 
and staff from Universities in Kansas, Missouri, 
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Nebraska and Oklahoma attended the conference.  The theme was ñExplore New 
Frontiers,ò and the conference provided many opportunities for exploring, for networking 
and for fun. Participants experienced 
 

 FHSUôs newly-renovated $8.5 million dollar Memorial Union. 

 Dynamic educational sessions and keynote speakers. 

 Sternberg Museum, its dinosaurs and life-sized, walk-through diorama. 

 Community building as delegates networked with others from the Region. 

 New ways to use technology in unions and on campus. 

 Presentations on leadership by FHSUôs Leadership Studies Department and 

 Discussion of pertinent issues facing our campuses. 
 

 
Madrigal Feaste Resumes 
 
After a one year absence, the annual Madrigal Dinner returned to the Memorial Union.   
Renamed the ñMadrigal Feaste,ò   this yearôs program sold out very quickly.   Terry 
Crull, the Choral Director in the FHSU Music Department developed the program and 
led the singers.  Brenda Mader returned as ñLady of the Manor.ò  Members of the 
planning committee included Terry and Brenda as well as Bill Smriga, Martha Holmes 
and Diana Unrein from Chartwells. 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
Facilities 
 
While major renovation was complete in August, certain areas not addressed or 
completed during renovation received attention this past year.   This included new 
kitchen equipment, new tables for use in certain meeting rooms, room reservation 
software, steam valve replacement, roof drain replacement, cooling equipment (freezers 
and coolers) and compressors and window coverings. 
 
Some areas of the Union renovation were not part of the scope of the project.  Union & 
University staff coordinated and completed renovation projects that included painting all 
of the meeting rooms, total renovation of Stouffer Lounge, stairwell painting, exit light 
installation, speaker and projection equipment installation, and Cody Commons 
technical equipment update. 
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Meeting Room Reservations 
 
During 2006 ï 2007, there were a total of 1,755 reservations for the use of Memorial 
Union reservable spaces.  This represents a 96% increase from the previous year, 
when the Memorial Union was open but under renovation.  Many of the reservable 
spaces in the Union were not available for use during renovation last year.    
 
However, reservations in the year prior to renovation totaled 2,078, which represent a    
16% decrease of reservation following renovation compared to before renovation.   
Factors leading to this decrease include additional off-campus venues providing 
competition to the Memorial Union, and choices made by campus groups and 
departments to meet elsewhere on campus, or off-campus. 
 
The Memorial Union continues to primarily serve the on-campus population, as 92% of 
meetings held in the Memorial Union were campus groups.   Only 14% of groups having 
food service in the Memorial Union were from off-campus. 

 
Comparisons of usage for the last four years follow:   

         

 MEETINGS  FOOD  REVENUE 

 Number of Events  Number of Events  Off-Campus Groups 
         

 On-Campus Off-Campus  On-Campus Off-Campus  
Room 
Rental Equipment 

2005 1751 327  272 93   $ 11,829.00   $   180.00  

2006 1531 143  395 61  $7,366.00   $   140.00  

2007 818 74  159 26    $4,028.00   $     85.00  

2008 1605 150  285 56   $ 10,973.91   $   285.00  

 
 
 
 

 
 


