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2 – Females


1 – Sophomore


4 – Live Off-Campus

2 – Males 


1 – Junior





1 – Senior





1 – Graduate Student

Majors – Nursing 





  
    Biology/Pre-Physical Therapy 

    Education Administration

    HHP

Students were from:  Hays, KS


Sport Played:  Men’s Basketball




  Scott City, KS



  Women’s Basketball




  Carlton, KS




  Track & Field




  Concordia, KS



  Women’s Golf

Three to five adjectives you would use to describe your experience at FHSU?

· Lot of work

· Challenging – time management

· Fun

· Convenient – professors are cooperative with having to miss class

· Helpful

· Good support network with Caroline Bird 

As an athlete what has helped you succeed as a student at FHSU?

· Caroline Bird

· Class sizes are smaller – teachers get to know you on a one-on-one basis.

· Getting to know the professors on a first name basis.

· Faculty has mentioned jobs before they are even posted with Career Services.

· Getting to know faculty and the faculty taking an interest in how they do in their specific sport.

What services could be provided that we currently do not provide?  What would you add to this campus?

· Bigger facility for the winter workouts.  With a bigger facility, the indoor facility could be used for all sports as well as for students in general who want to work out.

How do facilities at other colleges compare to ours?

· Basketball courts are bigger with full tracks.

· Other schools have multipurpose facilities.

· Our basketball facility is one of the best arenas in our conference.

· Locker rooms at FHSU are average – athletic training room is old with very limited space.

· Gross Coliseum as a whole needs a face lift.

· Athletic weight room is very outdated.  From a recruiting stand point, the weight room is not a very good selling for prospective athletes.

· Floor in Gross is like concrete – worst floor in the conference.  Floor causes knee problems for athletes.  

· One student stated they have always wanted to ask other teams how they feel after they have played on the floor in Gross.

· Wellness Center is very up-to-date with equipment, but athletes are not allowed to use it.

· Football Athletic Trainer Center is very nice.

· The weights are broken in the athletic weight room.

What has been the biggest surprise about your college experience so far?  What did you discover once you got to campus that you never knew about FHSU before you arrived?

· Travel time as Hays is out in the middle of no where.

· Transportation – athletes have to travel in small buses.  TV doesn’t work in one bus which makes a 9 hour trip a very long ride.  Buses are small for tall athletes making it very uncomfortable.
· Charter buses would be much more comfortable and athletes would be able to do homework on the buses.

· Golf requires a lot of equipment and now we have to use a 12 passenger van rather than a 15 passenger van.  It is very crowded.
· The coach always has to drive the golf team where ever they go which it makes it hard on the coach.  Would like to have a smaller bus for the team and not have the coach drive.

· The smaller buses do not ride very smooth which makes it difficult to study.

· Diversity among the students – athletes see more diversity.  By being an athlete, they have been able to meet students from all over the world and have been able to learn about their cultures and lifestyles.

· Support network for athletes – tutors and study tables – have been great.
What do you think about the school spirit at FHSU?

· Basketball is good.

· One student stated he was surprised by the school spirit for western Kansas.

· Smaller sports don’t get the recognition and publicity that major sports, like football and basketball.  

· The University needs to do a better job in getting media coverage for the smaller sports.

If you had to start your college search process over, would you choose Fort Hays State University again?  Why or why not?

· One student stated they would like to see the FHSU Athletic budget increased.  It is hard to see other schools with top of the line equipment and apparel and FHSU gets by on the bare minimum.  Students stated they would like to have the stuff other schools have. 

· Makes recruiting hard if you can’t give athletes an incentive to come to FHSU.

· Track is a two season sport where they train all year long.  By training all year, athletes are not able to attend events on campus, for example, UAB, student organizations and Encore series.  Would be nice to have more time to partake in other activities because all you do is your sport and study.

· One student stated she was in a sorority and they do things as a group and the sorority supports her if she needs to miss events because of her involvement in her sports.

· Athletes should be required to live on campus for one year.  First-year athletes should all reside together.  Athletes have different schedules than regular students because of their practice and travel schedules.  Sometimes it is difficult to live with students who go out and party and come home late or students who “game” all night.  

· One student stated it would be nice if they could use athletic scholarship money for Stadium Place or Wooster Place apartments.

What is your impression of faculty, classes, student services (org chart)?

· One student stated he has seen Dan Rice’s Career Services presentation.

· One student had been an RA in the residence halls and has worked with the Kelly Center.

· Kelly Center is a great asset to the FHSU students.

· The addition of the CSI office in the Union has been beneficial to students.

· Caroline Bird is a big help.  Student athletes are comfortable talking to her and she helps them find the resources on campus they need.

· One student stated they came to FHSU as a transfer student and was not aware of the services available at FHSU.  The student stated they would have liked to have seen some type of orientation for transfer students.  

· It would be nice if the University had suite styles apartments available for upper class students.  Student indicated they did not feel connected to the university.

Other
· One student hoped there will be an upgrade to athletic facilities to help with recruitment of athletes.

· Gross Memorial floor needs attention.

· Buses and transportation for student athletes needs improvement.

· Develop a plan for future upgrades to athletic facilities.

· Facilities need to be addressed if FHSU add soccer.  Facilities, athletes and coaches need to be top notch to make the program start out good or they are going to be playing catch up.

· Even though they had a good year in basketball, the team still felt they were the underdog.

· If students would spend time with student athletes, they would learn how much time athletes dedicate to their sport.

· Students act as if athletes think they are special, but student athletes do not feel they are any different or better than other students.

· Teams need to travel more as far as from a basketball standpoint to preseason tourneys like in California or Las Vegas.  There are teams that I know travel every year to play somewhere.  I play with guys that are from New York, Arizona, and Louisiana, as soon as they arrive on campus they rarely get out of Hays as soon as school starts.  It is easier for me to go home or get out of Hays cause I’m from around here.  I think it would be nice for the teams to travel and the more time they spend together, it builds chemistry among the team. 

· Definitely look into doing an “athletic village” for the athletes living in on-campus, an idea like the Olympics.  
