

	 
	



 College of Business and Entrepreneurship
Course Syllabus Spring 2022
INF 337:  Multi-Media Reporting

Instructor Name:  	Dr. Loggins (she/her)	
Office Room Number:  Hammond Hall #145
Online Office:	 https://fhsu.zoom.us/my/loggins
Phone Number:  	785-628-4018
E-mail:  	gmloggins@fhsu.edu
Office Hours:  	By appointment Email me to meet outside of those hours.

	Classroom:                    Hammond Hall, #106
Class Periods:               Tuesdays & Thursdays Noon to 1:15
Exam Period:                Thursday, May 12th from Noon to 1:40



[bookmark: _s7bnnveqi5jh]1.0 Course Prerequisite

This course has no prerequisites, although it does require solid writing, computing, and video skills. It builds upon INF 240, Digital News Reporting, but it can be taken before 240.

[bookmark: _ekvqxwvnrast]2.0 Required Course Materials 

· Papper, R. A. (2020). Broadcast News and Writing Stylebook (7th Edition). Taylor & Francis. https://bookshelf.vitalsource.com/books/9781000094541
· Reporter notebooks for story notes.
· Consumer audio and video equipment, most smartphones should work fine.
· External drive to transfer raw video between different computers and save your final stories. 
·  Computer Equipment: Please review “#3: Prepare” > “Hardware” on the TigerTech webpage to check the requirements. If you have any technical issues, contact FHSU TigerTech 785-628-3478 for help, before notifying the instructor.

3.0 Course Description

This course focuses on the theory and practice of writing video news. As reporters for the Tiger Media Network, students will master some basics of video news writing, while also practicing news reporting for all digital platforms and sharpening their skills with on-air performance, with video recording and editing, as well as with audio recording and editing. (3 Credit Hours)

In this class you will refine your journalistic skills by:
· Meeting class deadlines.
· Practicing news skills via various exercises.
· Producing video news stories that are also adapted for print and audio media.

4.0 Course Objectives

· Produce stories suitable for broadcast and online transmission.
· Apply deadline practices learned in class to careers in journalism.
· Develop critical thinking skills about current issues.

5.0 Course Delivery and Structure

· Basic Rules:
· Be Professional.
· Be honest.
· Ask for Help
· Blackboard: While we will be meeting regularly in the classroom, I generally rely heavily on online technology. Plan to check Blackboard regularly and seek out help if you have any trouble navigating the class site or other online tools.
· Google Drive: Previous students have always found their FHSU Google accounts to be the easiest way to share stories for peer review, but I am always open to a new platform when a class prefers it. 

[bookmark: _p713qwry41tw]6.0 Student Help Resources

Students have access to academic services, technical support, and student services at Fort Hays State University. You can find the resources online at FHSU Blackboard Student Tutorials 
For more guidance you can contact TigerTech at 785-628-3478 or FHSU TigerTech

[bookmark: _r08yba3t674b]7.0 Assignments

· Activities: Most are regular assignments that ensure you read and process assigned material before class. Other than those activities, you will have to write a script early in the semester on an assigned topic using online information and materials, such as material from the WHO’s News Market site. You will also write a reflective essay at the end of the semester that will be graded as an activity. Generally, they’ll be graded as “Satisfactory,” “Not Satisfactory,” or “Late,” with accompanying points values of 100, 75, or 60. 

· Self-Assessment: At the end of the semester, as part of the reflective essay, you should look at your work from class. You will award yourself up to 200 points and explain your self-assessment grade within the reflective essay activity. 

· Stories: More than half of your grade will come from your reporting. You’ll produce five video stories that can be run independently on TMN’s YouTube or cable channels and can be run as part of TMN’s weekly newscast, with an Anchor Introduction and Tag. Four of those stories will also be prepared for a second medium, two articles for TMN’s website, and two .mp3 audio stories for KFHS, TMN’s radio station.
· The Revising Process: Before finalizing each video story, you will have deadlines for story ideas, interviews, an initial draft for peer review, and a final draft for your instructor’s review. This process is similar to the script review process you would experience at any TV news station. It will help you spot big and small mistakes and improve your story during the revision process. It also allows me to let TMN know if a student’s story can work for publication. 
· BE AWARE if your scripts seem ready for editing, I can provide preliminary script grades during my reviews. I always try to provide the lowest possible grade to any drafts I review, but I have been known to miss problematic mistakes when quickly reviewing scripts in class. If your grade is reduced between a draft and a final submission because of something I missed in the draft, you can talk to me about a resubmission deadline.
· A reporter stand-up of about 45 seconds with details on one, individual story. This story must also be submitted with a more in-depth article that utilizes quotations from at least three different sources. 
· A reporter Voice Over (VO) running about a minute that includes original video relevant to the story. This also requires a paired print article with quotations. 
· A reporter VO-SOT running about 1:15 that includes original video (VO) as well as one soundbite (SOT or Sound-On-Tape) related to the story. This story requires a slightly shorter radio version. 
· One original package running about 1:30. The reporter can only be on-camera twice and the story should have at least three soundbites from at least two different sources. A slightly shorter radio version is also required with this story. 
· The final package can involve original reporting and/or video and soundbites that are intended for use on other news outlets. Outside sources will be reviewed to ensure the story can be aired on TMN. 
                      
8.0 Grading and Evaluation  

Rubrics are available in Bb. You can ensure good grades by alerting me to any potential ethical issues or general misconceptions and misunderstandings, checking your work against assignment rubrics before submission, reviewing feedback on old assignments, and visiting Russell, Nick, and/or me for additional feedback.

Remember that some issues may result in a poor grade despite a story’s excellence in other ways. It will be possible to get a D with just one problem in your story if that problem makes the story inadequate. A story becomes inadequate when it's turned in late, presents potential ethical issues, or does not meet the requirements stated in the rubric or on this syllabus. Inadequate scripts may also often be offensive, incomplete, or otherwise unethical in some way—because broadcast content requires high community standards and can affect the audience in ways you might not expect.


Grades will be determined as follows:
Activities (averaged)	 2,000 pts (100 points each)
Print & Radio Stories   600 pts (150 points each)
Reporter Stand-Up      200 pts
Reporter VO    	  400 pts 
Reporter VO-SOT     	  600 pts
Original Package         800 pts
Final Package	 1200 pts
Self-Assessment	   200 pts                   
TOTAL:                  	5,000 pts  

Grading Scale:  
A = 90 - 100 %  = 4,500 to 5,000 pts
B = 80 -  89 %   = 4,000 to 4,499 pts
C = 70 -  79 %   = 3,500 to 3,999 pts
D = 60 -  69 %   = 3,000 to 3,499 pts
U = Below 60%  = less than 3,000 pts

9.0 Academic Honesty

This is a long policy that is unique to this class. Be sure to become familiar with this policy to avoid academic sanctions. 

In our cut-and-edit culture, students are not in the habit of crediting web news. You must credit all sources to avoid harsh penalties. As we will discuss, plagiarism includes not only using someone else’s words but also using someone else’s reporting without adequately attributing that reporting in the story. When you do not make your sources crystal clear, it will be considered plagiarism. Remain absolutely clear of plagiarism, dishonesty, and suggestions of such behavior to ensure you avoid academic sanctions. 

Academic Integrity can be an issue when students do not follow assignment instructions. Here are two important caveats to remember:
· Be honest and contact me via email when issues arise preventing you from fully and accurately completing things as assigned by the due date. 
· Always conduct an interview in person as assigned. 
· If you must cover a friend or an organization you are involved in, get prior approval and be upfront about your connection to the story. 

While prior relationships with sources make it easier and quicker to complete a story, they are unethical for journalists to use. While I do make occasional exceptions when a student notifies me in advance and we have time to fully discuss the ethical conundrum, exempting yourself without prior permission will be interpreted as “cheating” according to FHSU’s Academic Honesty Policy.

10. Additional Course Policies

10.1.  Attendance: You are strongly encouraged to attend class every day, but of course, that is not always possible. Be sure to notify the instructor ASAP when you must miss a class so you can make up any in-class activities. If you want to know about class announcements, you should ask a classmate to take notes for you or work with the instructor to listen in on class from a remote location. 
10.2. Deadlines: I find that many students struggle with deadlines. Regardless, finding a way to meet the deadline is essential in news. Because of this, you have multiple deadlines to help you stay on track as you work on each story. Reach out when you find yourself falling behind or when circumstances may make a deadline difficult. I will inevitably encourage you to submit an airable story by each deadline even if it doesn’t meet soundbite or B-roll requirements. If you must make submissions after a deadline, you should discuss it with me before the deadline to ensure a late submission makes sense and if you would like to know what late penalties the assignment may incur.  
10.3. Accessing Class Information: Assignments will be listed in the course calendar and in My Grades. The deadlines and instructions will be in the assignment and event descriptions. If the instructions are lengthy, the event may have a synopsis with more information in the assignment description. 
10.4. Assignment Submission: Google Drive for peer-review and discussion, if you would prefer to email an assignment to me, because you do not want it in the class folder, please let me know. 
10.5. Diversity & Sources: You must seek diverse subject matters by identifying and covering subjects that involve newsworthy issues/contributions/sources involving women, minorities, and those over the age of 25. You will find sources through secondary sources, your online and offline social networks, and—sometimes—even strangers. Again, you may not use friends or family members for sources (see Academic Honesty Policy). 	
10.6. Ask for Help: As stated in the class rules, I encourage you to contact me if problems arise with course work. 
· I will normally get back to you before the end of the next workday. If you need a quicker response, feel free to message me in Hangout (gmloggins@mail.fhsu.edu).
· If you would like any clarification on what’s expected, large or small, post to the Question Forum in Blackboard. 
· If you feel awkward about a public post, feel free to contact me via email and explain your question or concern (gmloggins@fhsu.edu). 
· If you set an appointment, be sure to confirm whether I will be on-campus or must meet virtually. Also, feel free to request a virtual appointment when you need one.
· If problems are with Blackboard, Tiger Tracks or email, please refer to technical support website (www.fhsu.edu/tech-support/contact-us/) or call the FHSU help desk (785-628-5276 or 1-800-628-3478). 
10.7. Policy Updates: The instructor reserves the right to make course changes if necessary, all changes will be announced via email and Blackboard bulletin board.
11. University Policies and Services
11.0. For campus related COVID-19 updates, see https://www.fhsu.edu/covid-19-response/index 
11.1. Academic Honesty 
11.2.  Attendance
11.3.  Withdrawal
11.4.  Student Accessibility Services: To receive disability accommodations for the first time at FHSU, you must register with Student Accessibility Services by submitting documentation and completing a three-step process. If student accessibility services sends a letter to confirm accommodations for you, you must still contact me directly to discuss how those accommodations would apply to this class. 
11.5.  Counseling Services
11.6. Title IX Policy: FHSU is committed to fostering a safe and productive learning environment. Title IX makes it clear that violence and harassment based on sex, gender, and gender identity are Civil Rights offenses subject to the same kinds of accountability and the same kinds of support applied to offenses against other protected categories such as race, national origin, etc. This includes all types of gender and relationship violence, sexual harassment, sexual misconduct, domestic and dating violence, and stalking. If you wish to report an incident or have questions about school policies and procedures regarding Title IX issues, please contact Amy Schaffer at alschaffer@fhsu.edu or (785) 628-4175. She can help connect you to campus and outside resources, discuss all of your reporting options, and assist with any concerns you may have.
11.7.  Career Services
11.8.  Technology Services
11.9.  Smarthinking
11.10. Records Privacy: FHSU’s Acceptable Use policy stipulates that all private student data will only be kept on One-Drive and FHSU file servers. In this class, YOU MAY BE ASKED TO SUBMIT ASSIGNMENTS VIA GOOGLE DOCS OR OTHER ONLINE METHODS. If that happens, you have the right to object and request an alternate submission format to better secure your submission privacy. Just contact me.
12.0 Course Schedule for Spring 2022

You should expect activities to help you understand important concepts in multi-media reporting. Their due dates will be announced in class. If story deadlines are adjusted, they will be announced in class and posted in Bb. Stay on top of the Class Calendar in case any deadlines are pushed back or otherwise changed. 

January 18 & 20: Getting started with News. We’ll review the syllabus, read chapter three, start working on activities, and you’ll write your first script.
January 25 & 27: Ethics & Story Development. Read chapters one and five. 
February 1 & 3: Readability. Read chapter six. 
February 8 & 10: Words. Read chapter seven. 
February 15 & 17: Audio. Read chapter sixteen. 
			Article for 1st Video Story DUE Tuesday 2/15 before class.
			Reporter StandUp (script only) DUE Thursday 2/17 
February 22 & 24: Bites & Phrases. Read chapters eight and twelve. 					Reporter StandUp (script & video) DUE Tuesday 2/22 
March 1 & 3: Sentences, leads, & endings. Read chapters nine and ten. 					Article for 2nd Video Story DUE Tuesday 3/1 before class.
			Reporter VO (script w shot ideas) DUE Thursday 3/3
March 8 & 10: Telling Stories. Read chapter eleven. 
			Reporter VO (script & video) DUE Tuesday 3/3
Story Idea DUE Thursday 3/10 before class
			Enjoy Spring Break March 14-18
March 22 & 24: Online News & the News Trinity. Read chapters 18 and 19. 
			Script & Soundbites DUE Tuesday 3/22 
March 29 & 31: Making a Profit & Interview Practice. Read chapter two. 					VO/SOT (video) or RDR-ACT (audio) DUE Tuesday 3/29
			Next Script DUE Thursday 3/31

		Networking Opportunity: W 3/30 @1:30 pm
Sam Hartle will meet with INF 240. He’ll be on Zoom. The class will meet in our classroom. 
 
April 5 & 7: General Assignment Coverage. Read chapter 21, skip terms- p. 305.				Final VO/SOT or RDR-ACT (script & video) DUE Thurs 4/7 
April 12 & 14: TV Story Forms. Read chapter 13. 
			PKG Story Idea (w shots & sources) DUE Tuesday 4/12 
April 19 & 21: SWAT. Read chapter 14. Expect assigned activities from the text.
			Aud/Vid Script DUE Thursday 4/21 before class.
April 26 & 28: TV Script Form. Read chapter 22, pp. 322-325. 
			Original PKG/Wrap DUE Tuesday 4/26 before class.
Next Script DUE Thursday 4/28 before class.
May 3 & 5: Supers. Read chapter 22, pp. 325-331. Expect assigned activities.
Any student without two complete scripts by Tuesday will not be allowed to submit both stories. 
			Original Pkg DUE Thursday, May 5 at 4:00 pm. 
Last Meeting: Thursday, May 12 Noon to 1:15 pm
			Final PKG Script DUE 5/12 before class. 
	Final Pkg, Letter & Self-Assessment DUE Friday, May 13 at 4:00 pm


Networking Opportunities:
As always, INF 240, Digital News Reporting, will meet with a handful of journalists throughout the semester. If you want a job in news, do your best to make these meetings and start developing the guests for your network. 

240 meets in our classroom on Mondays and Wednesdays from 1:30 to 2:15 

I will book a guest in mid-February and in early March. Sam Hartle from KSHB 41 is scheduled to chat via Zoom on March 30 and is already on our class calendar. There should be at least one additional guest, probably from KWCH, at the end of April.
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